Nothing But The Truth
A Federal Bar Association Civics Education Video Series


Purpose

The Federal Bar Association South Florida Chapter launched Nothing But The Truth to meet Americans where they are—on social media. Many Americans receive news and information through these channels, yet few understand the federal judiciary. This series provides an accessible, truthful look at federal judges, their work, and the vital role courts play in safeguarding democracy.

Why It Matters

Federal judges today face heightened public scrutiny and even threats. Through education, we aim to build trust by showing that judges and courts are essential, impartial institutions that uphold the rule of law—a cornerstone of American democracy.

How It Works

1. Champion in the Judiciary.  A supportive federal judge willing to participate on camera is key. Our champion, Judge Beth Bloom, not only agreed to appear but also coined the name of the series.

2. Production Team.  At minimum, you need:
· A question drafter
· A video editor with social-media expertise
· A judicial champion to appear in the videos

3. Content Approach.  Questions should be simple, direct, and humanizing. For example:
· What does “due process” mean?
· What’s your favorite part of the job?
· What happens if a judge gets a jury summons?
These questions both explain legal concepts and humanize judges for the public.

Why It Works

Unlike the legislative and executive branches—routinely seen on TV—federal judges rarely appear on camera. Courtroom sketches dominate the public’s view. By producing short, candid videos, the series lifts the veil of mystery and makes the judiciary more relatable.




Social Media Strategy

· Platforms: LinkedIn, Facebook, Instagram
· Frequency: New video every 10 days
· Content Efficiency: Each filming session with a judge can yield 5–7 clips for staggered release.
· Diversity: Feature judges from across the ideological spectrum to reinforce judicial independence.

Getting Started in Your Chapter

· Identify a willing judicial champion.
· Build a small production team.
· Draft questions that mix civics education with personal insight.
· Film multiple short segments in one session.
· Schedule and post content consistently.

If you have questions on getting started, please contact Courtney Cunningham at cc@cunninghampllc.com. 
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