
 
 

Report on Successful FBA Law Student Chapter Event 
 

Reporting Law Student Chapter:  Columbus (Ohio)  
 
Name(s) of reporting leader(s):  Tyson Crist, President 
 
Professional FBA Chapter affiliate of your Law Student Chapter (if any):  n/a 
 
Event title:  Demystifying Federal Court 
 
Date event held:  June 13, 2023, and previously on June 14, 2022 
 
Event location (i.e., law school auditorium/law office/courthouse):  Chief U.S. District Court 
Judge Algenon L. Marbley’s Courtroom, Joseph P. Kinneary U.S. Courthouse, 85 Marconi Blvd., 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
Subject matter/legal area of event:  Federal judiciary system 
 
Moderator(s) (if any):  For 2023 and 2022, former President, A.J. Hensel, and Board Member, 
Natalie McLaughlin 
 
Speaker(s) (if any): Southern District of Ohio, U.S. District Court Judges and Magistrate 
Judges, a U.S. Bankruptcy Court Judge, and a U.S. Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit Judge, if 
available. 
 
Estimated attendance (and we know that sometimes 
event the best events draw fewer than we expected!):  100+ law student summer associates 
and law clerks. 
 
Did you have food or drink available for guests?:  Yes, we had a reception afterward that was 
catered. 
 
What costs did your Chapter incur in hosting this event?:  Approximately $4,500 or so for 
catering the reception and for various supplies. 
 
Was the local Professional FBA Chapter involved at all?  Yes. 
If so, please explain how:  This event is organized and hosted by the Columbus (Ohio) Chapter 
of the FBA – we do not have a Law Student Chapter. 
 
What factors do you attribute to the event’s success?:  Timing, so that law firms have an 
event they can support, advertise, and send their summer associates to attend where they can hear 
directly from federal judges, network with other associates, and meet practicing attorneys and 
members of our FBA Chapter. 
 
Do you think that this event inspired law students to join 



 
Your Chapter?  How so, or why not?  I think so.  It seems like there has been a bump in law 
student memberships following the event.  We certainly advertised membership through this 
event. 
 
What went wrong in planning and staging the event (if anything?):  Nothing specific that I 
can recall, although I was not directly involved for the last two years.  Only problem has been the 
limited capacity, even though we have used the largest courtroom in the courthouse. 
 
If not already covered, what would you have done differently for this event 
if you knew then what you know now?:  Just organize and prepare as far in advance as possible 
given the numerous pieces to coordinate. 
   
Is this an event that might be suitable for staging annually?:  Yes, we have planned to make 
this an annual event due to the interest it has generated. 
 
Does you Chapter have a way of recording, and passing on to future 
generations of FBA Law Student leaders, tips on how to stage an event like this?:  Our 
Board has been discussion preparation of various “continuity” documents concerning preparation 
steps and timing for various annual events.  We have a Google drive where we attempt to store 
the majority of our reports, receipts, and other useful information. 
 
Is there any advice you would have for another FBA Law Student Leader 
who is considering putting on a similar event?:  n/a 
 
 
 



 
 

Report on Successful FBA Law Student Chapter Event 
 

Reporting Law Student Chapter: FAMU Law School  
 
Name(s) of reporting leader(s): Juan P. Camacho (VP Membership of Orlando Chapter) 
 
Professional FBA Chapter affiliate of your Law Student Chapter (if any): FBA – Orlando 
Chapter 
 
Event title: “Elevator Pitch Competition”  - Hosted by the Christian Legal Society 
 
Date event held: October 19, 2023 
 
Event location (i.e., law school auditorium/law office/courthouse): Law School Real Property, 
Probate, Trust Law Society Building 
 
Subject matter/legal area of event: Professional Networking 
 
Moderator(s) (if any): Vice President of the Christian Legal Society - FAMU 
 
Speaker(s) (if any): Vice President of the Christian Legal Society - FAMU 
 
Estimated attendance (and we know that sometimes 
event the best events draw fewer than we expected!):  Unaware what the estimated attendance 
was, but actual attendance was approximately 100 students, staff and lawyers 
 
Did you have food or drink available for guests?: Yes 
 
What costs did your Chapter incur in hosting this event?:  Unaware if our Chapter incurred 
costs to host this event.  
 
Was the local Professional FBA Chapter involved at all?   Yes 
If so, please explain how: The Professional FBA Chapter had about 10-15 attorneys present to 
provide critique to law students on their “Elevator Pitches.” Their pitches were a 3-5 minute 
presentation of who they were, what they want to do in their professional career and the reasons 
why they had those pursuits.  
 
What factors do you attribute to the event’s success?: There was collaboration amongst at 
least 6 student organizations at FAMU. That is huge when wanting to maximize student and 
professional participation.  
 
Do you think that this event inspired law students to join 
Your Chapter?  How so, or why bnot? Yes, the event raised awareness that the FBA in Orlando 
exists and that it is accessible to young professionals and law students.  
 
What went wrong in planning and staging the event (if anything?): None to report.  



 
 
If not already covered, what would you have done differently for this event 
if you knew then what you know now?: None to report.  
   
Is this an event that might be suitable for staging annually?: Yes.  
 
Does you Chapter have a way of recording, and passing on to future 
generations of FBA Law Student leaders, tips on how to stage an event like this?: Yes.  
 
Is there any advice you would have for another FBA Law Student Leader 
who is considering putting on a similar event?: Yes, start planning early. An event of this 
caliber requires buy-in from multiple student organizations and professionals. So, planning early 
helps.  
 
 
 



Elevator Pitch Information Sheet 

LEGAL 
PROFESSIONAL 
FAQ: 

Elevator Pitch Competition – Hosted by the Christian Legal Society 

DATE: October 19th 

CHECK-IN: 5:45 PM at the Real Property, Probate, Trust Law Society Table 

DURATION: 6:00-8:30 PM 

CLUB 
COLLABORATIONS 

American Civil Liberties Union; Hispanic American Law Students Association; 
Phi Alpha Delta; Federal Bar Association; Marshall Bell Law Society; and Real 
Property, Probate, and Trust Law Society 

WHAT IF I HAVE 
TO LEAVE EARLY? 

Please email eyesenia1.reyes@famu.edu with your available time slot 

FOOD 

The menu comprises options such as the Publix Deli Sub, Publix Deli Wrap, a 
fruit platter, chips, cookies, as well as beverages like water, lemonade, and 
sweet tea. These offerings are versatile and cater to a wide range of preferences, 
making them suitable for both meat enthusiasts and those with dairy-free and 
vegetarian preferences. 

PROMO ITEMS Legal professionals are welcome to bring promo items.  

COMPETITION 
DETAILS 

Legal professionals will engage in one-minute individual meetings with 
students, during which they will use the rubric to provide written feedback. This 
process will be repeated with different pairs (similar to speed dating). 

PARKING 

400W W Robinson St, Orlando, FL 32801 (Across from FAMU Law) 
 
For direction help: 662-931-0988  

LOCATION 

FAMU College of Law 
201 FAMU Law Lane 
Orlando, FL, 32801 

 Atrium 

DONATIONS 

Donations are always appreciated, if you choose to donate to our organization, 
you are welcome to write a check to: 
"Florida A & M University College of Law/FAMU Foundation" with "Christian 
Legal Society" specified in the memo line. You can mail these checks to FAMU 
Law Lane, 201 FAMU Law Ln #201, Orlando, FL 32801. 

ATTIRE Business professional 
 

 



 
Student name:                                                                                               Elevator Pitch Rubric 

RUBRIC Exceeds Expectations - 2 Meets Expectations - 1 Needs Improvement - 0 

Introduction States name and smoothly transitions States name and rushes into the pitch No introduction 

Performance Prepared Fairly prepared No preparation was done 

Expectations Explained why they’re an excellent fit Describes why they’re a good fit Provides no reason to be hired 

Closing/Timing Exchanged contact info for next steps Finished, didn’t secure contact info Pitch ran out of time 

Overall Exceeds expectations Meets most expectations Needs improvement 

Professional: Additional notes: 

RUBRIC Exceeds Expectations - 2 Meets Expectations - 1 Needs Improvement - 0 

Introduction States name and smoothly transitions States name and rushes into the pitch No introduction 

Performance Prepared Fairly prepared No preparation was done 

Expectations Explained why they’re an excellent fit Describes why they’re a good fit Provides no reason to be hired 

Closing/Timing Exchanged contact info for next steps Finished, didn’t secure contact info Pitch ran out of time 

Overall Exceeds expectations Meets most expectations Needs improvement 

Professional: Additional notes: 

RUBRIC Exceeds Expectations - 2 Meets Expectations - 1 Needs Improvement - 0 

Introduction States name and smoothly transitions States name and rushes into the pitch No introduction 

Performance Prepared Fairly prepared No preparation was done 

Expectations Explained why they’re an excellent fit Describes why they’re a good fit Provides no reason to be hired 

Closing/Timing Exchanged contact info for next steps Finished, didn’t secure contact info Pitch ran out of time 

Overall Exceeds expectations Meets most expectations Needs improvement 

Professional: Additional notes: 

RUBRIC Exceeds Expectations - 2 Meets Expectations - 1 Needs Improvement - 0 

Introduction States name and smoothly transitions States name and rushes into the pitch No introduction 

Performance Prepared Fairly prepared No preparation was done 

Expectations Explained why they’re an excellent fit Describes why they’re a good fit Provides no reason to be hired 

Closing/Timing Exchanged contact info for next steps Finished, didn’t secure contact info Pitch ran out of time 

Overall Exceeds expectations Meets most expectations Needs improvement 

Professional: Additional notes: 

RUBRIC Exceeds Expectations - 2 Meets Expectations - 1 Needs Improvement - 0 

Introduction States name and smoothly transitions States name and rushes into the pitch No introduction 

Performance Prepared Fairly prepared No preparation was done 

Expectations Explained why they’re an excellent fit Describes why they’re a good fit Provides no reason to be hired 

Closing/Timing Exchanged contact info for next steps Finished, didn’t secure contact info Pitch ran out of time 

Overall Exceeds expectations Meets most expectations Needs improvement 

Professional: Additional notes: 



 
Student Leader Report on Successful FBA Law Student Chapter Event 

 
Reporting Law Student Chapter: * 

 
Oklahoma City University School of law Chapter 

 

 



 
Name(s) and e-mail address(es) of reporting leader(s): * 

 
&  

 
Professional FBA Chapter affiliate of your Law Student Chapter (if any): 

 
Date event held: * 

 
MM DD YYYY 

 
 

 
Event location (i.e., law school auditorium/ law office/ courthouse/ event space/ other): * 

 
 

 
Subject matter/ legal area/ purpose of event: * 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Event title: * 

 
 

mailto:Brown-jjbrown@my.okcu.edu


 
Moderator(s) (if any): 

 
 

 
Speaker(s) (if any): 

 

 

 
Estimated attendance (and we know that sometimes the best events draw fewer than expected!): 

 
 

 
Did you have food or drink available for guests?: 

 
 

 
What costs did your Chapter incur in hosting this event?: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
How did the idea for this event come to you (i.e., thought-up yourselves/ suggested by faculty advisor 
or other law school personnel/ saw idea on FBA website or at FBA event/ other?)? 

 



 
What factors do you attribute to the event’s success?: 

 

 

 
Do you think that this event inspired law students to join your Chapter? How so, or why not?: 

 
 

 
What could have gone better in planning and staging the event (if anything?): 

 
If not already covered, what would you have done differently for this event if you knew then what 
you know now?: 

 

Is this an event that might be suitable for staging annually?: * 

Yes 
 
No 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
How were the local Professional and Student Chapter involved? 

 

 



 
How did you fund any costs associated with the event (e.g., through membership fees, sponsorships, 
ticket sales, law school funds, contributions, other)?: 

 

 
If you charged for the event, how much did you charge?: 

 
 

 
Does your Chapter have a way of recording and passing on to future generations of FBA Law 
Student leaders, tips on how to stage an event like this?: 

 

 
Is there any advice you would have for another FBA Law Student Leader who is considering putting 
on a similar event?: 

 
If you did have costs associated with the event, do you have recommendations as to how another 
Chapter putting on this event might save costs?: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
What was your budget for this event? (if any): 

 
 



 
Student Leader Report on Successful FBA Law Student Chapter Event 

 
Reporting Law Student Chapter: * 

 
University of Oklahoma 

 

 

 



 
Name(s) and e-mail address(es) of reporting leader(s): * 

 
 

 
Professional FBA Chapter affiliate of your Law Student Chapter (if any): 

 
 

 
Date event held: * 

 
MM DD YYYY 

 
 

 
Event location (i.e., law school auditorium/ law office/ courthouse/ event space/ other): * 

 
 

 
Subject matter/ legal area/ purpose of event: * 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Event title: * 

 
 



 
Moderator(s) (if any): 

 
 

 
Speaker(s) (if any): 

 

 

 
Estimated attendance (and we know that sometimes the best events draw fewer than expected!): 

 
 

 
Did you have food or drink available for guests?: 

 

 

 
What costs did your Chapter incur in hosting this event?: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
How did the idea for this event come to you (i.e., thought-up yourselves/ suggested by faculty advisor 
or other law school personnel/ saw idea on FBA website or at FBA event/ other?)? 

 



 
Do you think that this event inspired law students to join your Chapter? How so, or why not?: 

 

 

 
What could have gone better in planning and staging the event (if anything?): 

 

 

 

 
What factors do you attribute to the event’s success?: 

 
The professionals that serve as the mentors for each table are incredible sources of guidance for students 
who have questioning ranging from how to prepare for a clerkship to the best classes to take to finding a 
practice area that suits their goals. We hold the event within the first month of school so for many 1Ls this 
is their very first opportunity to meet with professionals. For upperclassmen this is a great opportunity to 
network for opportunities, ask more narrowed questions based on their current path or defined goals. We 
get a of feedback from first generation students about how the mentors and event exposes them to new 
practice areas, opportunities, etc. that they didn't even know existed. Many students have turned their 
connections from the event into internships, long term mentorship and more. One emphasis this year was 
on pre-event communication to students outlining best practices and telling them how to prepare (e.g., 
giving them the mentor names ahead of time and encouraging them to do research, defining business 
professional dress, advising them to come with some prepared questions, encouraging post-event follow up, 
etc.) We got feedback that students were able to maximize this unique opportunity and feel confident with 
such communication. Finally, the initial group setting is less intimidating and more welcoming for some 
students who more reserved and struggle with 1:1 networking or events without structure. While each 
mentor/table has a "theme" with conversation starters provided to both students and mentors, we 
encourage organic conversation and that mix proves to be very successful. 

 
 
 

 

 
How were the local Professional and Student Chapter involved? 

 

 



Is this an event that might be suitable for staging annually?: * 

Yes 
 
No 

 
What was your budget for this event? (if any): 

 

 

 
How did you fund any costs associated with the event (e.g., through membership fees, sponsorships, 
ticket sales, law school funds, contributions, other)?: 

 

 
If you charged for the event, how much did you charge?: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
If not already covered, what would you have done differently for this event if you knew then what 
you know now?: 

 



 
If you did have costs associated with the event, do you have recommendations as to how another 
Chapter putting on this event might save costs?: 

 

 

 
Is there any advice you would have for another FBA Law Student Leader who is considering putting 
on a similar event?: 

This a high-impact and quality event that not only brings value to the student body but is an incredible 
recruitment tool (so win-win!). While open to all students, nearly 70% of participants each year are 1Ls so we 
see the most successful when we cater to the 1L class and writing/memo deadlines. The earlier in the 
semester the better! On the other side of it, OKC is nearly 30 minutes away from our campus so it is hard for 
professionals who are most likely in OKC to make an event in the middle of the day. An early evening event 
works really well for recruiting mentor and also, in a way, elevates the event and replicates a true "happy 
hour" or after work mixing event that young students and lawyers will be a part of during recruiting season, 
at their internships, and post graduation. Finally, build structure and prepare for the situation where 
conversation might be slow or none of the students have questions. It has never been our experience; rather, 
the conversation is so vibrant that we need to move students from one table to the next and added the 
additional drink and snack portion. Giving students the tools beforehand and making a new conversation 
starter cards for the table relieves a lot of burden on the moderator(s) who don't need to go table to table or 
get on the microphone and steer the conversation. 

 
 
 

 
Does your Chapter have a way of recording and passing on to future generations of FBA Law 
Student leaders, tips on how to stage an event like this?: 

 



 
Student Leader Report on Successful FBA Law Student Chapter Event 

 
Reporting Law Student Chapter: * 

 
 

 

 



 
Name(s) and e-mail address(es) of reporting leader(s): * 

 
 

 
Professional FBA Chapter affiliate of your Law Student Chapter (if any): 

 
 

 
Date event held: * 

 
MM DD YYYY 

 
 

 
Event location (i.e., law school auditorium/ law office/ courthouse/ event space/ other): * 

 
 

 
Subject matter/ legal area/ purpose of event: * 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Event title: * 

 
 



 
Moderator(s) (if any): 

 
 

 
Speaker(s) (if any): 

 

 

 
Estimated attendance (and we know that sometimes the best events draw fewer than expected!): 

 
 

 
Did you have food or drink available for guests?: 

 
 

 
What costs did your Chapter incur in hosting this event?: 

 
The entire series totaled approximately $500. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
How did the idea for this event come to you (i.e., thought-up yourselves/ suggested by faculty advisor 
or other law school personnel/ saw idea on FBA website or at FBA event/ other?)? 



 
What factors do you attribute to the event’s success?: 

 

 

 
Do you think that this event inspired law students to join your Chapter? How so, or why not?: 

 

 

 
What could have gone better in planning and staging the event (if anything?): 

 
If not already covered, what would you have done differently for this event if you knew then what 
you know now?: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
How were the local Professional and Student Chapter involved? 

 

 



 
What was your budget for this event? (if any): 

 
How did you fund any costs associated with the event (e.g., through membership fees, sponsorships, 
ticket sales, law school funds, contributions, other)?: 

 
If you charged for the event, how much did you charge?: 

 
Does your Chapter have a way of recording and passing on to future generations of FBA Law 
Student leaders, tips on how to stage an event like this?: 

 

 
Is there any advice you would have for another FBA Law Student Leader who is considering putting 
on a similar event?: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Is this an event that might be suitable for staging annually?: * 

Yes 
 
No 
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