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Background
Lehrich has a degree in manage-

ment from Boston University.
Prior to becoming a lawyer, he
worked in the banking indus-
try as a management consul-
tant with Fidelity Investments.
After law school, Lehrich
served as a judicial clerk for
the late Hon. William H. Kaye
in the Courts of Common Pleas
in Pennsylvania. Before joining
the department, he also served
as a partner in private practice,
heading his firm’s federal liti-
gation group.

Personal

Spouse: Debbie Lehrich, also a lawyer

Children: Mayim, 10; Talya, 7; and Maxwell, 4

Most admired person in history: Arthur Lehrich, his grandfather, for his inge-
nuity in establishing a spring water company

Favorite beverage: Oolong Tea

Favorite vegetable: Broccoli

Favorite food: Apples

Favorite daily publication: Wall Street Journal

Favorite author and novel: John Steinbeck, Canary Row

Favorite T.V. show/ pastime: watching “Total Drama Island” with his daughters
Favorite sport: Cycling—he reportedly cycles almost 15 miles a day

Favorite spectator sport: Tennis

TransLaw: What do you find to be unique or different about being an OIG
lawyer?

Lehrich: As an OIG lawyer, my work requires me to explore a wide range of
transportation-related legal specialties; in doing so, I have become well versed
in a particular subject matter to support our oversight responsibilities. I am

PROFILE continued on page 4

Chair’s Corner
Denise Krepp

Greetings from Washington, D.C.!
I'd like to take this opportunity to
thank Daeleen Chesley, the former
chair, for her outstanding leadership
and dedication to the Transportation
and Transportation Security Law
Section last year. Using her wit,
charm, and outstanding negotiating
skills, she ensured that we had yet
another successful year.

This year started out with a bang.
On Mar. 10, David Heymsfeld, a sec-
tion member and staff director, House
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee moderated a panel discus-
sion on upcoming legislation. Before
a packed crowd of Legislative and
Executive Branch attorneys, David and
fellow panelist, Kathy Dedrick, senior
policy director for transportation,
Senate Committee on Environment
and Public Works, provided a general
overview of Senate and House trans-
portation safety and security goals
for the 111" Congress, including the
reauthorization of surface and avia-
tion funding, in the implementation
of the 9/11 Act requirements.

On June 16, the Transportation
Security Administration will be
hosting a panel discussion on the
new administration’s surface and
maritime transportation initia-
tives. Congressional staffers and
officials from the Departments of
Transportation and Homeland
Security have been invited to partici-
pate on the panel.

Lastly, please note that the Federal
Bar Association has begun a cam-
paign to recruit new members. Please
encourage your colleagues, both with-
in and outside of the government,
to join the organization and become
active members in the Transportation
and Transportation Security Law
Section. <
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Editor’s Letter

Hector O. Huezo

Welcome to the Summer 2009 edition
of TransLaw. First, I want to thank the
2009-10 board members of the Federal
Bar Association’s Transportation and
Transportation Security Law Section
for their commitment to serve, pro-
vide input, and lead the section in
the upcoming year. Above all, Denise
Krepp, our new chair, will lead and
guide us through a productive and
exciting year as we enter a new era in
transportation; for that, we support and
encourage her efforts.

In this issue, Denise provides us
with a summary of one of our Lawyers’
Lunch Series: The 2009 Legislative
Update for Transportation. The event
was very well attended and the speak-
ers provided great insight into new
legislative priorities in transportation;

Aviation Matters
Nancy Kessler

This column highlights the outcome of
recent administrative proceedings and
recent steps taken by the Department of
Transportation towards expanding protec-
tions for airline passengers.

Slot Auction Rules to be Rescinded
External factors caused the U.S.
Department o f Transportation, Office of
the Secretary and the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) to propose to
rescind the airport slot auction rules.
Those rules would have addressed
congestion at the busy New York air-
ports (LaGuardia, John F. Kennedy
International, and Newark Liberty
International) over the next ten years by
not only limiting flight operations and
assigning the majority of slots to incum-
bent airlines, but also creating a market
through auctions of a limited number of
slots in the first five years of the rules.
However, a number of events occurred
that led the DOT/FAA to re-think the
slot auction rules at this time:

* On the litigation front, parties oppos-

it also included a discussion on the
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009 and new responsibilities
and funding priorities for Federal agen-
cies and departments.

We thank Tom Lehrich, chief counsel
for the Office of Inspector General at
the Department of Transportation, for
taking the time and energy to share a
slice of his personal and professional
life with TransLaw and its readers. In
his profile, Lehrich relates to us why
he enjoys being a lawyer in the depart-
ment’s Office of Inspector General and
explains the challenges that office faces
with respect to the Recovery Actand the
agency’s oversight responsibilities. He
also tells us about his upcoming writing
projects involving legal issues in space
law and a children’s book series.

We encourage you to help us find
new members, as well as TransLaw
articles or ideas for VIP profiles. If

ing the slot auction rules won a
significant court battle. On Dec. 8,
2008—the day before the slot auction
rules were to become effective—the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia Circuit granted motions
for stay of the rules filed by parties
to the case, which include the Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey, the Air Transport Association
of America, the International Air
Transport Association, Continental
Airlines, and U.S. Airways.

* The economic recession may impact
the slot auction program because it is
deeper and longer than anticipated.

* Congress saw fit to bar the use of
appropriated funds during FY2009
for the auction of slots and with-
drawals of permissions to operate.
This action makes it impossible for
the rule to have the 10-year life
originally contemplated.

Accordingly, on May 14, the FAA
proposed to rescind the slot auc-
tion rules, codified in 14 CFR Part
93-Special Air Traffic Rules, Subpart
N. Comments are due by June 15. The
orders capping flight operations at the

you are not a member, please consider
becoming one by submitting the mem-
bership application in this issue. If you
are one, please send this issue and the
membership application to your pro-
fessional acquaintances and colleagues
and encourage them to join. Similarly, if
you or someone you know is looking to
publish a transportation-related article,
or you have an idea for other items to
include, please contact me at hector.
huezo@dot.gov.

We hope you enjoy this issue
of  TransLaw
and look for-
ward to your
involvement
with the FBA's
Transportation
and Transpor-
tation Security
Law Section! %

New York airports remain in effect,
and the FAA is considering options to
manage congestion in ways that pro-
vide a means for air carriers to com-
mence and expand operations at the
airports, so as to introduce competi-
tion and benefit the traveling public.
Congestion Management Rule for John
F. Kennedy International Airport and
Newark Liberty International Airport,
74 Federal Register 22714 (May 14, 2009);
Docket No. FAA-2008-0517; Congestion
Management Rule for LaGuardia
Airport, 74 Federal Register 22717 (May
14, 2009); Docket No. FAA-2006-25709;
www.regulations.gov. %

Nancy Kessler is a senior attorney-advisor,
Office of the Secretary, U.S. Department of
Transportation. The views expressed in this
article are the per-
sonal views of the
author and do not
necessarily reflect
the views of the
U.S. Department
of Transportation
or the Federal
Aviation Admin-
istration.

R !l
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also asked to provide advice on a variety of transportation
legal issues in a fast-paced environment.

TransLaw: You have been involved in airline customer ser-
vice issues related to delays and passenger rights from the
beginning. Can you offer insights to the future challenges
for the aviation industry?

Lehrich: A recent key development in this area involves
the collaboration among the airline carriers and airports
to address the issues of passenger rights and delays. An
important challenge that needs to be tackled next is whether
there are workable legislative or regulatory solutions that
will create meaningful consumer benefits. At the same time,
the American traveler needs a strong and viable airline
industry; advances in technology for the use of airspace,
fleet modernization, and technological advances such as
performance-based navigation are the most exciting areas
for aviation that will benefit congestion and efficiency.

TransLaw: What do you see as the key challenge for the
OIG in helping to implement the goals of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009?

Lehrich: The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009 allocated more than $48 billion to the Department of
Transportation to invest in our nation’s transportation infra-
structure. Congress provided funding to oversee and ensure
accountability of those funds and provided our office with
$20 million, available through FY2013, to conduct audits
and investigations of projects and activities funded with

Recovery Act money. Our challenge is to promote program
integrity and efficiency while preventing waste, fraud, and
abuse in an environment where tight time frames and the
awarding of substantial funds for significant projects across
the country can lead to elevated risks.

TransLaw: You are a prolific writer and have published
transportation articles in the past. What is your current
project?

Lehrich: T have written articles on the Passenger Facility
Charge (PFC) Program, air carrier citizenship, and the use
of firearms on commercial airlines. I am interested in writ-
ing articles that simplify and clarify issues that involve DOT
jurisdiction and complex programs for industry leaders and
practitioners. My latest and longest running project is to
accomplish this goal for commercial space transport, as I am
currently writing an article on DOT and FAA’s jurisdiction
over commercial human space flight.

TransLaw: Is it true that you also write children’s books?
What is your latest project?

Lehrich: Yes, it is true that I did create a children’s book
series featuring the character “Backpacker Billy,” which is
now being illustrated for publication. %

The views expressed in this profile are the personal views of the
interviewee and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S.
Department of Transportation or the Office of Inspector General.

The Talk Around DOT

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) embarked on its “Click It or Ticket” Campaign
for 2009. The nationwide enforcement campaign took
place from May 18 through May 31. It is estimated that
seatbelts saved over 15,000 lives in 2007. In 2008, the esti-
mated national seatbelt use rate was 83%.

In April, the Federal Railway Administration (FRA)
submitted a strategic plan on $8 billion of American
Reinvestment and Recovery Act of 2009 (Recovery Act)
funding to improve and deploy high-speed intercity pas-
senger rail systems.

The Department of Transportation’s Office of Inspector
General (OIG) received $20 million in the Recovery Act
to assist with the office’s mission of preventing fraud,
waste and abuse. The funds, available through FY2013,
will be used to conduct audits and investigations of DOT
projects and activities funded by the Recovery Act.

The Department of Transportation welcomed Robert S.
Rivkin as the new General Counsel for the Office of the
Secretary. Rivkin was the vice president and deputy gen-
eral counsel of Aon Corporation, a Chicago-based global
risk management and insurance brokerage firm.

The Recovery Act provides a total of $48.1 billion for
transportation infrastructure projects to be adminis-
tered by the U.S. Department of Transportation: $27.5
billion is for highway projects, $1.3 billion for Amtrak,
$1.3 billion for airports and FAA facilities/equipment,
to identify a few. In April, President Obama announced
funding for the 2,000™ transportation project under the
Recovery Act.

The Maritime Administration (MARAD) received $100
million for its Small Shipyards Grant Program under the
Recovery Act, a funding level that is 10 times larger than
what the program managed in 2008. <
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through the Federal Bar Association

The Federal Bar Association offers an unmatched array of opportunities and services fo enhance your connections fo the judiciary, the legal
profession, and your peers within the legal community. Our mission is to sirengthen the Federal legal system and administration of jusfice by
serving the inferests and the needs of the Federal and private practitioner, the Federal judiciary, and the public they serve.

Advocacy

The opportunity to make a
change and improve the Federal
legal system through grassroots
work in 85 FBA chapters and a

strong national advocacy.

Networking

Connect with a vast network of
Federal practitioners extending
across all 50 states, the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the
Virgin Islands.

Leadership

Governance positions within the
association help shape the FBA's
future and make an impact on
the growth of the Federal legal
community.

Learning

Explore best practices and new
ideas at the many Confinuing
legal Education programs offered
throughout the year—at both the
national and chapter levels.

expand your connections, expand your career

THREE WAYS TO APPLY TODAY: @ Mail application to FBA, 1220 North Fillmore St., Suite 444, Arlington, VA 22201;

@ Fax application to (571) 481-9090; or
® Join online at www.fedbar.org/connect.himl.

For more information, confact the FBA membership department at (571) 481-9115 or membership@fedbar.org.

FEDERAL BAR ASSOCIATION APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP (CONTINUES ON REVERSE)

Referring FBA Member:

Member #:

Applicant Information
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First Name M.IL Last Name
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Suffix (e.g. Jr.)

Title (e.g. Attorney At Law, Partner, Assistant U.S. Attorney)

Which do you prefer as your primary address? O business O home
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Membership Levels
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2009 FEDERAL BAR ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING AND CONVENTION
SEPTEMBER 10-12

THE SKIRVIN HILTON
ONE PARK AVENUE « OKLAHOMA CITY, OK

Schedule at a Glance

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 9

2:00-5:00 p.m.

Registration Desk Open

THURSDAY, SEPT. 10
6:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Registration Desk Open
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Exhibits Open

8:00-9:15 a.m.

9:30-10:30 a.m.

10:45-11:45 a.m.

Noon-1:30 p.m.
1:45-2:45 p.m.

2:00-4:00 p.m.

3:00-4:00 p.m.

415-5:15 p.m.

6:00-9:00 p.m.

Welcoming Remarks by Oklahoma
City Mayor Mick Cornett; Plenary
Keynote by Professor Charles
Ogletree

Session 1A: Criminal Jurisdiction in
Indian Country

Session 1B: Energy and the
Environment

Session 2A: Ogletree Panel

Session 2B: Sentencing After Booker
Foundation of the FBA Luncheon
Session 3A: Issues and Ethics for
Lawyers Working with Corporate
and Tribal General Counsel I
Session 3B: Federal Court-Assisted
Recovery Efforts: Innovations to
Reduce Post-Conviction Substance
Abuse and Recidivism

Foundation of the FBA Board
Meeting

Session 4A: Issues and Ethics for
Lawyers Working with Corporate
and Tribal General Counsel II
Session 4B: The Roberts Court on
Criminal Law

Session 5A: Delivery of Veterans
Services in Indian Country

Session 5B: How to Conduct a Jury
Trial

Reception at the Oklahoma History
Center

Visit www.fedba~.org for more information.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 11
7:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Registration Desk Open
8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Exhibits Open
8:00-8:30 a.m.
8:30-9:30 a.m.

Tenth Circuit Swearing-In Ceremony
Welcoming Remarks by Oklahoma
Governor Brad Henry; Plenary
Keynote by Dean Erwin
Chemerinsky

Session 6A: The Roberts Court on
Indian Law

Session 6B: Bankruptcy: Creditors’
Rights and Fraud

Session 7A: Chemerinsky Panel
Session 7B: Expert Discovery Issues
in Civil Cases

FBA YLD Luncheon

The Oklahoma City Bombing Through
the Eyes of Those Who Were Here
Held at the Museum Institute for the

9:45-10:45 a.m.

11:00 a.m.—~Noon

12:15-2:00 p.m.
2:30-3:30 p.m.

Prevention of Terrorism.

3:30-5:00 p.m. Tours of the Memorial and Museum

2:00-4:00 p.m. Vice Presidents for the Circuits
Training

2:00-4:30 p.m. Younger Lawyers Division Board
Meeting

6:00-9:00 p.m. Reception at the National Cowboy &

Western Heritage Museum

SATURDAY, SEPT. 12
7:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Registration Desk Open

8:30-9:45 a.m. Vice Presidents for the Circuits
Meeting
8:30-11:00 a.m. Section and Division Chairs Meeting

10:00-11:30 a.m.  Chapter Education Program Presented
by the Vice Presidents of the Circuits
11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m. FBA Awards Luncheon

2:00-5:00 p.m. National Council Meeting

7:00-10:30 p.m. Reception and Presidential

Installation Banquet
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