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I don’t have a gun.  Stop shooting! Those were the last words uttered by an unarmed young Black, Michael Brown who had his life taken from him on August 9, 2014.   He was shot and killed by Darren Wilson, a white police officer. This event, and many others like it, is extremely upsetting to me as a young African American male.  Compounding my frustration about this incident is that a grand jury did not indict Darren Wilson on any criminal charges for recklessly taking Brown’s life.  In fact, there have been numerous cases throughout the country where police officers have not been charged after shooting and murdering unarmed Black men.  Most pressing in my mind and heart has been the case of Tamir Rice.   We were the same age and his murder occurred less than 15 miles from my house.  Because of the closeness to my age and home, I have thought many times that could have been me.  These incidents have been eye-opening to me about our justice system.  Not only have the police failed to carry out their responsibility, but the justice system then has failed us as well.

The US justice system was created to provide fair objective procedures to determine the punishment of those accused of committing crime.  If our justice system was impartial, which it currently is not, I think there would be less police brutality.  Too many times we have seen officers not indicted.   Some blame the prosecutors who really do not want to prosecute the officers and do not present all of the evidence to the best of their ability.   Others look at the “jury of peers” who many times identify more with the police officer than the victim and let those emotions sway their decision.

If true impartiality existed in our justice system, I would feel safe knowing that my people’s lives valued in the same way as others. Many African Americans would feel safer to live in our country and feel like they are equal to their peers.  If there was an impartial justice system people like me would not have to worry about which way we present ourselves to the police compared to my white friends.  An impartial justice system law enforcement would know that they would be prosecuted and go to jail for shooting unarmed Black men and not simply receive administrative charges.

I am hopeful that we can achieve an impartial justice system in my lifetime.   I think that we need adults to continue to demand it.   We also need adults to elect prosecutors and judges who will be objective and present and hear cases involving police officers as they would any other citizen.   I know from studying in school that our justice system is better than many others around the world and that it is better than it was years ago for people like me; however, I we still have a long way to go to achieve a true impartial system for all people in our country.
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