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Trump has had 160 federal judges confirmed while 
54 seats remain vacant without a nominee 

Source: National Journal as of November 7, 2019

President Trump inherited 108 
federal judge vacancies 

As of November 7, 2019: 
148 judiciary positions have opened 
up during Trump’s presidency and 
either remain vacant or have been 
filled 

Total: 
256 potential Trump 
nominations

No nominee  
Awaiting confirmation       
Confirmed
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Status of key positions 
requiring Senate 
confirmation



Trump has had more circuit judges confirmed than the 
average of recent presidents at this point

Number of Federal Judges Nominated and Confirmed
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Source: Federal Judicial Center
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In two and a half years, Trump has confirmed a higher 
number of circuit judges as prior presidents in four years

Source: Federal Judicial Center

Number of Federal Judges Nominated and Confirmed
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An overview of the Article III courts 

The three courts listed here are Article III courts, meaning that they are federal courts established under 
Article III of the US Constitution and have lifetime appointments 

Source: Ballotpedia

US Court of Appeals

Organization: 
! Federal judicial districts 

are organized into 12 
circuits, which each have a 
court of appeals. There are 
13 US Court of Appeals

! There are three judges and 
no jury

Court cases: 
! Circuit courts hear 

challenges to district 
courts within its circuit 

US District Courts

Organization: 
! The nation is split into 94 

federal judicial districts
! The District of Columbia 

and four US territories 
have a district court

Court cases: 
! District courts hear 

disputes in trial and have a 
jury and district judge who 
hear the cases 

Supreme Court

Organization: 
! The Supreme Court is the 

highest court in the US
! There are nine justices on 

the bench: one chief justice 
and eight associate justices

! The Court has jurisdiction 
over all federal and state 
courts, and is the final 
interpreter of federal law



Trump inherited over 100 vacant judiciary seats to fill at 
the beginning of his presidency

Number of Federal Judicial Vacancies At the Beginning of Each President’s Term 
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Source: Ballotpedia
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*George HW Bush signed the Judicial Improvement Act of 1990 which created 85 new federal judicial positions. Due to congressional opposition and 
the 1991 Iraq War, Bush was not able to fill many of these positions, ultimately leaving a large number for Clinton to fill.



105 federal judges will be eligible to take senior status 
during Trump’s four years in office 

Source: Ballotpedia
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Circuit court 

judges
District court 

judges

Appointed by a Republican               Appointed by a Democrat

Senior status:
! Article III judges can qualify for senior 

status through the “Rule of 80”
! Under senior status, judges continue to 

hear cases, but only a fraction of the 
normal case-load (semi-retirement)

! Starting at age 65, a judge can take senior 
status after having served 15 years

! The years of service required for senior 
status decreases as age increases (at 66, 
only 14 years needed, etc.)

! Judges who take senior status 
create a vacancy for the president 
to fill   



1st Circuit: Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Puerto Rico and Rhode Island

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

6 judges* (4D, 2R), no vacancies
Current judge Date President Nominee (if applicable) Date nominated

658DF>G HDFF,DI><;J2,B )&&) KL=L>3-45

H-29>+;,,-D772 $'#" MD2C29

E29B,2>NI9@5 $''! 6789:;9

0L>M;CD,8DD>+5;./4;9> )&$& 012.2

=87782.>O2I2::2P>H,L> )&$( 012.2

?2Q8B>32,,;9 )&$" 012.2

*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year



2nd Circuit: Connecticut, New York and Vermont 

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

11 judges* (6D, 5R), 2 vacancies
Current judge Date President Nominee (if applicable) Date nominated

658DF>R M;1D,:>O2:S.299 $''' 6789:;9

H;4T>621,29D4> $''" 6789:;9

M;4D.2,I>U;;7D,> $''# 6789:;9

UD:D,><277 )&&" KL=L>3-45

?D1,2>V99>N8Q89C4:;9 )&&* KL=L>3-45

?D99I>6589 )&$& 012.2

M2I.;9B>N;58D,P>H,L> )&$& 012.2

E-429>62,9DI )&$$ 012.2

M8@52,B>E-778Q29 )&$# +,-./

H;4D/5 W,29X>3829@; )&$' +,-./

Y8@52D7><L>U2,X )&$' +,-./

Z2@29:>[?D9984 H2@;14\ $'') KL<L=L>3-45 E:DQD9>YD92458 ED/:D.1D,>'P>)&$'

Z2@29: [65,84:;/5D,>?,;9DI\ )&$$ 012.2 =87782. H;4D/5>]2,B898 ED/:D.1D,>$'P>)&$'

*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year



3rd Circuit: Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
and the US Virgin Islands 

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

14 judges* (6D, 8R), no vacancies 

Current judge Date President Nominee 
(if applicable)

Date 
nominated

658DF>R ?L>3,;;X4>E.8:5 )&&) KL=L>3-45

+5D;B;,D>Y@ODD $''" 6789:;9

+5;.24>V.1,; )&&& 6789:;9

Y8@52D7>652C2,D4 )&&% KL=L>3-45

OD9:>H;,B29> )&&% KL=L>3-45

+5;.24><2,B8.29 )&&* KL=L>3-45

H;4D/5>K,DD92J2IP>H,L )&$& 012.2

*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year

Current judge Date President Nominee 
(if applicable)

Date 
nominated

U2::I>E5J2,:S )&$( 012.2

65D,I7>V99>O,2-4D> )&$" 012.2

N-84>WD78/D>MD4:,D/; )&$% 012.2

E:D/529;4>38124 )&$* +,-./

?2Q8B>H2.D4>U;,:D,> )&$# +,-./

U2-7>Y2:DI )&$' +,-./

UD:D,>H;4D/5 U58//4 )&$' +,-./



4th Circuit: Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Virginia and West Virginia 

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

15 judges* (9D, 6R), no vacancies

Current judge Date President Nominee 
(if applicable)

Date 
nominated

658DF>R M;CD,>K,DC;,I )&&& 6789:;9^>KL=L>
3-45

HL><2,Q8D>=87X894;9>___ $'#" MD2C29>

U2-7>]8D.DID,> $''& KL<L=L>3-45

?8292>K,811;9 Y;:S $''" 6789:;9

M;1D,:>O89C $''# 6789:;9

KL>E:DQD9>VCDD )&&# KL=L>3-45

32,12,2>Y8729;>ODD929 )&$& 012.2

H2.D4>=I99P>H,L )&$& 012.2

*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year

Current judge Date President Nominee 
(if applicable)

Date 
nominated

V71D,:>?82S )&$& 012.2

<D9,I>W,29X789>W7;IB> )&$$ 012.2

E:D/5298D>+52@XD,> )&$) 012.2

U2.D72><2,,84> )&$" 012.2

H-78-4>]D44>M8@52,B4;9> )&$# +,-./

VL>Y2,Q89>
`-2::7D12-.P>H,L> )&$# +,-./

V7784;9>H;9D4>M-4589C )&$' +,-./



5th Circuit: Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

16 judges* (5D, 11R), 1 vacancy

Current judge Date President Nominee 
(if applicable)

Date 
nominated

658DF>R U,84@8772>0JD9 )&&! KL>=L>3-45

aB8:5>H;9D4 $'#! MD2C29>

HD,,I>aBJ89>E.8:5 $'#* MD2C29

62,7>E:DJ2,: $''" 6789:;9

H2.D4>?D9984 $''! 6789:;9

HD998FD,>=27XD,>a7,;B )&&* KL=L>3-45

ND478D>E;-:5J8@X )&&* KL=L>3-45

62:52,892><2I9D4 )&&# KL=L>3-45

H2.D4>K,2QD4P>H,L> )&$$ 012.2

*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year

Current judge Date President Nominee 
(if applicable)

Date 
nominated

E:D/5D9><8CC894;9 )&$$ 012.2

K,DCC>6;4:2 )&$" 012.2

?;9>=877D:: )&$# +,-./

H2.D4><; )&$# +,-./

E:-2,:>OI7D>?-9@29 )&$# +,-./

O-,:>a9CD752,B: )&$# +,-./

V9B,DJ>07B52. )&$# +,-./

Z2@29:>[aL>K,2BI>H;77I\ $'#) MD2C29 <2787 E-7DI.29
0SD,BD9 H-9D>)"P>)&$'



6th Circuit: Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and Tennessee 

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

16* judges (5D, 11R), no vacancies 

Current judge Date President Nominee 
(if applicable)

Date 
nominated

658DF>R ML>K-I>6;7DP>H,L> $''! 6789:;9

O2,D9>]D74;9>Y;;,D $''! 6789:;9

a,8@>672I $''* 6789:;9

H-782>E.8:5>K811;94 )&&) KL=L>3-45

HDFF,DI>E-::;9 )&&( KL=L>3-45

M8@52,B>K,8FF89 )&&! KL=L>3-45

M2I.;9B>OD:57DBCD )&&# KL=L>3-45

<D7D9D>=58:D )&&# KL=L>3-45

*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year

Current judge Date President Nominee 
(if applicable)

Date 
nominated

H29D>3,294:D::D, E:,29@5 )&$& 012.2

3D,98@D>3L>?;927B )&$$ 012.2

V.-7>+52/2, )&$* +,-./

H;59>3-45 )&$* +,-./

H;29>N2,4D9 )&$* +,-./

H;59>]27129B829 )&$# +,-./

652B>MD2B7D, )&$' +,-./

a,8@>Y-,/5I )&$' +,-./



7th Circuit: Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

11 judges* (2D, 9R), no vacancies 
Current judge Date President Nominee (if applicable) Date nominated

658DF>R ?829D>U2.D72>=;;B $''! 6789:;9

H;D7>W72-. $'#( MD2C29

W,29X>a24:D,1,;;X $'#! MD2C29

Y8@52D7>O299D $'#* MD2C29

_7292>M;Q9D,> $'') KL<L=L>3-45

?829D>EIXD4 )&&" KL=L>3-45

?2Q8B><2.87:;9 )&&' 012.2

V.I>32,,D:: )&$* +,-./

Y8@52D7>3,D9929 )&$# +,-./

Y8@52D7>E@-BBD, )&$# +,-./

V.I>E:L>aQD )&$# +,-./

*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year



8th Circuit: Arkansas, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

11 judges* (1D, 10R), no vacancies 

Current judge Date President Nominee (if applicable) Date nominated

658DF>R N2QD94X8 E.8:5 )&&) KL=L>3-45

H2.D4>N;XD9 $''& KL<L=L>3-45

E:DQD9>6;77;:;9 )&&( KL=L>3-45

M2I.;9B>K,-D9BD, )&&" KL=L>3-45

?-29D>3D9:;9 )&&" KL=L>3-45

3;11I>E5D/5D,B )&&% KL=L>3-45

H29D>OD77I )&$( 012.2

M27/5>a,8@X4;9 )&$* +,-./

NL>E:DQD9>K,24S )&$# +,-./

?2Q8B>E:,24 )&$# +,-./

H;92:529>O;1D4 )&$# +,-./

*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year



9th Circuit: Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, Oregon and Washington (1/2)

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

28* judges (16D, 12R), 1 vacancy 

Current judge Date President Nominee 
(if applicable)

Date 
nominated

658DF>R E8B9DI>+5;.24 $''% 6789:;9

E-429>K,21D, $''# 6789:;9

YL>Y2,C2,D:>Y@OD;J9 $''# 6789:;9

O8.>Y@N29D>=2,B72J $''# 6789:;9

=87782.>W7D:@5D, $''# 6789:;9

M;927B>K;-7B $''' 6789:;9

M8@52,B>U2DS )&&& 6789:;9

Y2,452>3D,S;9 )&&& 6789:;9

H;5998D>M2J7894;9 )&&& 6789:;9

*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year

Current judge Date President Nominee 
(if applicable)

Date 
nominated

H2I>3I1DDbb )&&( KL=L>3-45 N2J,D9@D>HL6L>
Z29?IXD

0@:;1D,>$!P>
)&$'

6;94-D7;>Y2,82>
62772529 )&&( KL=L>3-45

62,7;4>3D2bb )&&( KL=L>3-45 U2:,8@X>H;4D/5>
3-.2:2I

0@:;1D,>$!P>
)&$'

Y8729>E.8:5P>H,L> )&&% KL=L>3-45

E29B,2>EDC27>_X-:2 )&&% KL=L>3-45

Y2,I>Y-,C-82 )&$$ 012.2



9th Circuit: Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, Oregon and Washington (2/2)

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

28* judges (16D, 12R), 1 vacancy 

Current judge Date President Nominee 
(if applicable)

Date 
nominated

Y;,C29>65,84:D9 )&$) 012.2

H2@c-D789D>]C-ID9 )&$) 012.2

U2-7>=2:F;,B )&$) 012.2

V9B,DJ><-,J8:S )&$) 012.2

H;59>0JD94 )&$" 012.2

Y8@5D77D>W,8DB729B )&$" 012.2

Y2,X>3D99D:: )&$# +,-./

MI29>]D74;9 )&$# +,-./

*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year

Current judge Date President Nominee 
(if applicable)

Date 
nominated

a,8@>Y877D, )&$' +,-./

3,8BCD:>32BD )&$' +,-./

?298D7>U2-7>6;77894 )&$' +,-./

OD99D:5>O8I-7 NDD )&$' +,-./

?298D7>V2,;9>3,D44 )&$' +,-./

Z2@29:>[?82,.-8B>
0dE@2997289\ $'#% MD2C29 ?298D77D HL>

<-942XD,
ED/:D.1D,
$'P>)&$'



10th Circuit: Colorado, Kansas, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Utah and Wyoming

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

12 judges* (7D, 5R), no vacancies 

Current judge Date President Nominee (if applicable) Date nominated

658DF>R +8.;:5I>+I.X;Q8@5 )&&( KL=L>3-45

Y2,I>3D@X>3,84@;D $''! 6789:;9

62,7;4>N-@D,; $''! 6789:;9

<2,,84><2,:S )&&$ KL=L>3-45

HD,;.D><;7.D4 )&&% KL=L>3-45

E@;::>Y2:5D4;9P>H,L> )&$& 012.2

M;1D,:>32@52,2@5 )&$( 012.2

K,DC;,I>U58778/4 )&$( 012.2

62,;7I9>Y@<-C5 )&$" 012.2

]29@I>Y;,8:S )&$" 012.2

V7784;9>a8B )&$* +,-./

H;D7>62,4;9>___ )&$# +,-./

*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year



11th Circuit: Alabama, Florida and Georgia 

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

12 judges* (6D, 6R), no vacancies 
Current judge Date President Nominee (if applicable) Date nominated

658DF>R aBJ2,B>a2,7>62,9D4bb $'') KL<L=L>3-45 ];>9;.89DD

KD,27B>+A;F72:bb $'#$ W;,B M;1D,:>HL>N-@X 0@:;1D,>$!P>)&$'

E:297DI>Y2,@-4bb $''* 6789:;9 32,12,2>N2C;2 0@:;1D,>$!P>)&$'

652,7D4>=874;9 $''' 6789:;9

=87782.>U,I;,P>H,L> )&&" KL=L>3-45

3DQD,7I>Y2,:89 )&$& 012.2

VB271D,:;>H;,B29> )&$) 012.2

M;189>M;4D912-. )&$" 012.2

H877>U,I;, )&$" 012.2

ODQ89>]DJ4;. )&$* +,-./

a78S21D:5>3,29@5 )&$# +,-./

3,8::>K,29: )&$# +,-./

*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year



DC Circuit: District of Columbia 

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

11 judges* (7D, 4R), no vacancies
Current judge Date President Nominee (if applicable) Date nominated

658DF>R YD,,8@X>K2,729B $''* 6789:;9

O2,D9>ND6,2F:><D9BD,4;9 $''& KL<L=L>3-45

H-B8:5>M;CD,4> $''" 6789:;9

?2Q8B>+2:D7 $''" 6789:;9

+5;.24>K,8FF8:5 )&&! KL=L>3-45

E,8>E,898Q2429 )&$( 012.2

U2:,8@82>Y877D:: )&$( 012.2

6;,9D782>U8772,B )&$( 012.2

M;1D,:>=87X894 )&$" 012.2

K,DC;,I>O2:424 )&$* +,-./

]D;.8>HD529C8,>M2; )&$' +,-./

*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year



Federal Circuit: Merging of the US Court of Customs and 
Patent Appeals and the US Court of Claims 

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

12 judges* (8D, 4R), no vacancies 

Current judge Date President Nominee (if applicable) Date nominated

658DF>R E52,;9>U,;4: )&&$ KL=L>3-45

U2-789D>]DJ.29 $'#" MD2C29

V729>?2Q8B>N;-,8D $''& KL<L=L>3-45

+8.;:5I>?IX )&&& 6789:;9

O8.1D,7I>V99>Y;;,D> )&&% KL=L>3-45

O2:57DD9>0dY277DI )&$& 012.2

H8..8D>MDI92 )&$$ 012.2

aQ29>=2772@5 )&$$ 012.2

M8@52,B>+2,29:; )&$( 012.2

M2I.;9B>65D9 )&$( 012.2

+;BB><-C5D4> )&$( 012.2

O2,2>W2,929BDS E:;77 )&$! 012.2
*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year



Supreme Court

!"#$%&'()@A=5:,+93B=CDED+16=F,E7G716=5D89D+

9 judges (4D, 4R), no vacancies 
Current judge Date President Nominee (if applicable) Date nominated

658DF>H-4:8@D>R H;59>M;1D,:4 )&&% KL=L>3-45

672,D9@D>+5;.24 $''$ <L=L>3-45

M-:5>32BD,>K8941-,C $''( 6789:;9

E:D/5D9>3,DID, $''" 6789:;9

E2.-D7>V78:; )&&% KL=L>3-45

E;982>E;:;.2I;, )&&' 012.2

a7D92>O2C29 )&$& 012.2

]D87>K;,4-@5 )&$* +,-./

3,D::>O2Q292-C5 )&$# +,-./

*Does not include federal judges with senior status who in some cases have authority to vote in en banc decisions
**Announced they will take senior status this year






