
Judge Sanders was U.S. attorney for the Northern District of  Texas in 
1963 and will participate in a panel discussion on events surrounding the 
Kennedy assassination at the FBA Convention in Dallas. Jason Marshall, 
president-elect of  the FBA Dallas Chapter, interviewed Judge Sanders on 
July 11.

Jason Marshall: Judge, how long have you been a 
resident of Dallas?

Barefoot Sanders: All my life. I 
was born here at Baylor Hospital. I 
lived away from here in Washington 
for about four and a half years dur-
ing the LBJ administration. Then, of 
course, I was in the service for three 
years in World War II. Other than 
that I’ve been here.

JM: What are some of your fa-
vorite things about Dallas?

BS: Well, Dallas is a very clean 
city as compared to a lot of other 
metropolitan areas, as you know. 
Dallas has also been willing to 
change its ways, albeit slowly, 
through the years. It is basically a 
tolerant city, although there seems to 
have been, certainly there was in the 
early ’60s, a very vocal element of 
extreme folks on the right-hand side 
of the road. There have always been 
a few of those, and to me they have 
gotten more attention than they de-
serve.

JM: Do you see that as the big-
gest change in the Dallas area?

BS: Yes. I think that the assassi-
nation knocked that down. We’ve 
still got some — Dallas is a politically 
conservative town, but it’s changing because of the advent 
of minorities and people who are coming in from outside. 
Not just minorities but people moving in here from the 
north and east as well as the west coast.

JM: Do you believe that the Federal Bar Association 
has an important role in the federal judiciary?

BS: Yes. I worked on the cost-of-living increase for 
federal judges. I was chair of the committee working on 
that, and the Federal Bar Association was very helpful on 
the Washington level. It’s been a real asset.

JM: What more do you think that local chapters could 
do to serve their federal judiciary?

BS: I would say the first thing they should do is coor-
dinate any plans that they have with local bar associa-
tions. There is always room for people to do good work 
in this. You want the Federal Bar and the local bar run-
ning in a coordinated way and not on parallel tracks with-
out any communication.

JM: What is your favorite cigar?
BS: Well, I don’t want to give free advertising but I’d 

say, generally, Dominicans.
JM: What is the wildest thing 

that you’ve worn under your robe 
while on the bench?

BS: I don’t remember wearing 
any wild thing under my robe. 
(Laughter)

JM: In your opinion, how has 
federal practice changed the most 
during your tenure on the bench? 

BS: Federal practice has changed 
a great deal with diversity cases 
leaving the federal court. That has 
taken out a great deal of trial work, 
and I can’t exactly tell you why that 
is, but we are having fewer trials. 
Now, another reason we are getting 
fewer trials is that we handle a lot 
more summary judgments than we 
did when I came on the bench. Me-
diation has also helped consider-
ably. That has become a standard 
tool, although we don’t automatical-
ly refer everything. I just refer when 
I think it will likely be successful or 
when both parties request it.

JM: What changes have you no-
ticed in the federal practitioner over 
the years? 

BS: The most obvious is that we have many more 
women practicing in federal court, and there are some 
very outstanding women lawyers. I’d say the numbers are 
about equal as between the women and men.

JM: What types of cases have you enjoyed presiding 
over the most, generally speaking?

BS: Well, generally, criminal trials. They are more in-
teresting on the facts. Intellectual challenge comes mainly 
in the civil cases, and once in a while in criminal. ➔

JM: So would you say that the trial work, whether 
criminal or civil — presiding over the trials — is that the 
most rewarding aspect of serving on the bench?
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BS: Presiding over the trials, easily. It’s most interest-
ing, much more than anything else. The computer, con-
trary to what I thought when it first came in, has certainly 
increased the flow of paper in the court by a significant 
magnitude. I really thought it would decrease the flow of 
paper. It did not.

JM: In your opinion, what needs to be done to help 
attract and also maintain federal judges on the federal ju-
diciary today? 

BS: Well, I think they ought to consistently receive a 
cost-of-living increase. Now, it is a year-by-year thing and 
quite uncertain. I think federal salaries, and I’m not per-
sonally hurting, but the situation would be improved so 
far as retaining judges if salaries were more in line with 
private practice. That is a difficult goal because the sala-
ries of the federal judiciary are tied to the salaries of the 
Congress. We haven’t been able to change that.

JM: If you had not become an attorney, not taken the 
federal bench, what do you think your life career would 
have been?

BS: Probably some form of business. Growing up, I 
was interested in business but I didn’t have any particular 
kind of business in mind. Maybe oil and gas. When I 
grew up, that was the big thing in Texas. I might have be-
come a farmer or rancher. I like the outdoors as far as a 
way to make a living.

       
Jason C. Marshall is an associate at the Dallas law firm of  Winstead 
Sechrest & Minick.

The Diverse Dining and Shopping of Dallas

www.VisitDallas.com 
for more information on events, shopping, restaurants,  

weather, and much more in and around Dallas

Dining
Dine out in Dallas, and you could be dining anywhere 

in the world. Dallas has four times more restaurants per 
capita than New York 
City. Dallas is host to lo-
cal famed chefs Dean 
Fearing, Stephan Pyles, 
and Kent Rathburn. You 
can dine in a museum, 
on a patio with refresh-
ing misters, beside a wa-
terfall, or in a rotating 
restaurant overlooking 
downtown.

All palates can be sat-
isfied, whether you are 
grabbing a quick meal 
while sightseeing or ex-
ploring Dallas’ varied 
neighborhoods. Every 
part of Dallas boasts an 
array of establishments 
specializing in cuisine 
from seafood (Café Pacific and Daddy Jack’s), steak 
(Bob’s Steak & Chop House and Three Forks), or BBQ 
(Lenny’s Ranch House and Sonny Bryan’s) to the finest 
Italian (Patrizio’s and Lombardi’s), Pacific (Citizen and 
Steel), or Mexican (Javier’s and Ciudad) meals. Just ask 
the locals — they will share their favorite mealtime get-

aways and probably tell you just what to order too. Dalla-
sites are proud of their restaurants — all 7,000 of them.

Shopping
If you think Dallas 

has its fair share of 
places to eat, wait until 
you see our places to 
shop! Whether you 
want to buy clothing, 
jewelry, art, or sports 
memorabilia, Dallas has 
the place for you to 
find it, with more shop-
ping per capita than 
any major U.S. city. 

Dallas’ major shop-
ping centers include 
national stores such as 
Neiman Marcus, Nord-
strom, and Saks Fifth 
Avenue, as well as local 
boutiques. Snider Plaza 
near the Southern 

Methodist University campus, the McKinney/Uptown area, 
Deep Ellum near downtown, and Inwood Village offer a 
variety of shopping experiences. These are wonderful ar-
eas of town to wander around the streets and into the 
stores.

Shopping collage courtesy of Donald F. Wristen/Dallas CVB


