MODEL LETTER FROM CHAPTER MEMBER

The Honorable [Senator’s name]
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator [Senator’s Last Name]:

I write to ask you to urge the Senate leadership and the Senate Judiciary Committee to devote prompt attention to the significant number of vacancies on the federal bench and to take swift action upon all pending judicial nominations.  

At the current time, there are ______ circuit appeals court and _____  district court vacancies in the nation’s federal court system.  More than one-third of these vacancies have existed for at least 18 months, leaving considerable caseloads unattended and prompting their designation as “judicial emergencies” by the Judicial Conference, the policy-making body of the federal judiciary. [INSERT A DESCRIPTION OF THE SITUATION IN YOUR CIRCUIT AND DISTRICT.]
Prompt action by the President and the Senate to fill vacancies n the federal bench is urgently necessity. I ask for your leadership in devoting attention to this pressing problem that affects the fair and swift availability of justice to all Americans. 

Thank you for your attention to these views.  

Sincerely,

[Your Name]

