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A Judge Chat is an informal, 30- to 45-minute, moderated conversation and question-and-answer period with a federal judge from a Circuit Court of Appeals or a District Court (including U.S. magistrate judges and bankruptcy court judges). Judge Chats, typically, are scheduled at schools, museums, or courthouses. Museums frequently incorporate a Judge Chat into pre-scheduled tours and field trips either as a stand-alone event or at the conclusion of another program. 

Audiences:  Student groups, teachers’ professional development institutes, adult civic organizations, lifelong learner programs, etc.

Appropriate Grade Level:  High school and above

Format:  Usually a 30- to 45-minute Q/A. session.  Verbal questions are raised directly by audience members.  In some settings the audience also has the option to write question cards that are selected by the moderator.
		
	 Moderator:  The moderator facilitates the discussion, creates opportunities for everyone who volunteers to speak, and prevents anyone from dominating the conversation.

Program Objective 
To give audiences a positive introduction to the judiciary and to provide a personal interaction with the human face of the judiciary.

How Questions are Handled
While the audience is settling in, they write questions on cards or sticky notes that are provided.  The questions are collected so that the moderator selects the best and eliminates redundant questions.  He/she uses the written questions to fill a lull in the conversation or to redirect the conversation.

Generic Agenda
(2 minutes)	The moderator introduces the judge and sets general ground rules for the Chat.

(2 minutes)	The moderator introduces a  59-Second Video:  The Judges’ Oath.  					The video answers the question: What is on the mind of judges when they take the 			bench? 

(3 minutes)	The judge opens the conversation with the reasons that juries are so important and how 			he/she views the role of jurors. 

(20 minutes)	Q/A Session.  Throughout the Q/A, the judge gives insights into:
· Judges’ commitment to their oath of office, and what it means to them, personally.
· Judicial independence ant the difficult and complex decisions they make.
· The impact courts have on the lives of the people involved and on society at large, even people who have never been in a courthouse.

(5 minutes)	Audience Feedback:  Audience fills out feedback forms. 

(10 minutes)	Informal Socializing. If there is time, the judge poses for a group photo.
