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Naturalization Ceremonies to be Scheduled the Week of September 18, 2017

Federal Courts’ Annual, National Initiative
Schools -- from elementary to law schools – can be the venues for the 2017 Constitution Day and Citizenship Day naturalization ceremonies scheduled the week of September 18, 2017. 

Schools across the country are requesting ceremonies on campus that week to mark the signing of the Constitution on September 17, which is on Sunday this year.  Ceremonies are scheduled on weekdays.

Schools: Find a Naturalization Ceremony Near You
The number of courts joining the national initiative last year exceeded 50 locations at National Park sites in commemoration of the National Park Service’s 100th anniversary.  This year it is hoped that at least one school will participate from each of the 50 states.   Interested schools should contact National Outreach Manager Rebecca Fanning at rebecca_fanning@ao.uscourts.gov 

Events Address Common Core and the Congressional Mandate
Observing or participating in naturalization ceremonies on Constitution Day and Citizenship Day are activities that support Common Core’s C3 focus on college, career, and civic life. The ceremonies also help schools respond to a Congressional mandate to teach about the Constitution on September 17 every year.  In 2004, Congress mandated that schools receiving federal funding provide education about the Constitution on that date.
	‘‘(b) Each educational institution that receives Federal funds for a fiscal year shall	hold 	educational program on the United States Constitution on September17 of such year for 	the students served by the educational institution.”

Preparing Students for a Naturalization Ceremony
A 7-minute video roundup of the 2016 national initiative gives schools a sense of what the ceremonies are like. A podcast is available for teachers to help them prepare their students. An educational resource package also is posted in the Educational Resources section of the federal courts’ website. Courts, typically, involve students in the program by having them sing the National Anthem, lead the Pledge of Allegiance, recite the Preamble to the Constitution, and/or deliver hand-written welcome letters to the new citizens.  

Use Multi-Media Resources to Enhance Understanding of, and Pride in, Citizenship 
To see more examples of naturalization ceremonies conducted across the nation, view the four-minute video America, the Beautiful Mosaic. 

For Information and Resources, Contact:
Rebecca Fanning
National Outreach Manager for the Federal Courts 
rebecca_fanning@ao.uscourts.gov
202-502-2611

More Federal Court Resources, Activities, Programs, and Multi-Media

