MODEL LETTER FROM CHAPTER 

The Honorable [Senator’s name]
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator ______:
I write on behalf of the membership of our chapter to ask for your assistance in urging the leadership of the Senate and the Committee on the Judiciary to devote prompt attention to the significant number of vacancies on the federal bench and to take swift action upon all pending judicial nominations.  The sixteen thousand member Federal Bar Association represents the interests of practicing attorneys and federal judges in the nation’s federal courts.  We seek the fair and swift administration of justice for all litigants.
There currently are _____ circuit appeals court and ______ district court vacancies in the federal court system.  More than one-third of these vacancies have existed for at least 18 months, leaving considerable caseloads unattended and prompting their designation as “judicial emergencies” by the Judicial Conference, the policy-making body of the federal judiciary.   

The membership of our chapter is especially concerned by the fact that ___ judicial vacancies currently exist on the Court of Appeals of the ___Circuit and ____ vacancies on the _________ district court.  These vacancies have a direct and negative bearing on the prompt and timely administration of justice by the federal courts in which our members practice, creating costly delay for litigants and the courts themselves.  

The case for accelerated action on judicial vacancies is underscored by the need for pending legislation, supported by the Judicial Conference and the FBA, to add 12 new circuit judgeships and 51 new district judgeships.  It is a bitter irony that the case for these additional judgeships, which rests upon rising caseloads and insufficient resources throughout parts of the federal court system, rests on the assumption that all existing judgeships are already filled and that no vacancies exist.  
Prompt and responsible action to fill vacancies existing on the federal bench is an urgent necessity.  This requires the President to promptly nominate qualified judicial candidates and the Senate to faithfully discharge its “advise and consent” powers under the U.S. Constitution.  Prompt action by the President in naming judicial candidates and prompt Senate action in acting upon those nominations will ultimately reduce the number of vacancies to a more acceptable level.  We ask for your assistance in devoting attention to this pressing problem that affects the fair and swift availability of justice to all Americans. 

Thank you for your attention to these views.
Sincerely,

Chapter President Name
