International Files

Section Programs, Events, and Publications

by Roger Kobert

Roger Kobert is vice
chairman of the FBA’s
International Law Sec-
tzon. He is a partner in
the litigation depart-
ment of the Miamsi office
of Weiss Serota Helfman
Cole & Bierman, P.L.,
and chairman of its
international practice
group. A veteran federal
court trial and appellate
counselor, Kobert liti-
gates complex commer-
cial, banking, business
tort, fraud, insurance,
and foreign sovereign
mmunities cases,
among others, with an
emphasis on jurisdic-
ttonal and cross-border
disputes. He earned his
J.D. from the University
of Miami School of Law
(1988) and his B.A. from
the University of Penn-
sylvania (1985).

On Dec. 18, 2017, section leadership attended a
celebration of International Migrants Day organized
by the International Organization for Migration (IOM),
UNICEF, the United Nations TOGETHER campaign,
and the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR).

The program started with a panel discussion mark-
ing the launch of the Joint General Comment on the
Human Rights of Children in the context of interna-
tional migration by the Committee on the Protection
of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of
Their Families and the Committee on the Rights of the
Child. Following the program, participants screened
the directorial debut of UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador
Vanessa Redgrave’s “Sea Sorrow,” a 2017 British doc-
umentary film about child refugees in the European
migrant crisis screened at the 2017 Cannes Film Fes-
tival. After the International Migrants Day screening,
the director conducted a Q&A.

There was also a presentation of the multime-
dia art installation “Unpacked: Refugee Baggage,”
including a series of diorama-type installations taking
participants “inside” prior homes of the displaced. The
program concluded with a reception attended by the
U.N. General Assembly president, U.N. secretary-gen-
eral, IOM director general, and UNICEF executive
director, as well as a panel discussion with the [OM
director general, the U.N. special representative of
the secretary-general for international migration, the
UNICEF director of programs, and others.

The FBA International Law Section (ILS) has held
and is currently developing a number of programs and
activities, including:

inclusion. The speaker roster included represen-
tatives from UNHCR, UNICEF, academia, the NGO
community, and the private bar.

e We organized a roundtable discussion to commem-
orate International Women’s Day on March 8 at
Fordham Law School on “Women’s Human Rights
Issues.” Professor Deborah Anker, clinical profes-
sor of law and founder and director of the Harvard
Law School Immigration and Refugee Clinical
Program (HIRC), spoke at the event.

e On March 14, at Fordham Law School, we hosted a
historical reenactment of “22 Lewd Chinese Wom-
en: Chy Lung v. Freeman,” an immigration case
that reached the Supreme Court in the 1870s. Sec-
ond Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Denny Chin
(co-author of the reenactment script) presided
over the reenactment, which had 28 participating
actors and was filmed.

e This coming April 12-13, we will co-sponsor with
the FBA D.C. Chapter the annual International
Conference on Legislation and Law Reform at
American University.

e We are organizing two co-sponsored programs with
the FBA Intellectual Property Section and the FBA
Securities Law Section.

The FBA ILS was proud to edit the March 2018
TFL issue on International Law. We published a series
of articles covering a broad range of topics, includ-
ing “Lessons From Picasso’s Copyrights: Pleading,
Proving, and Arguing Foreign Law in U.S. Courts” and
“International Human Rights Law and Discrepancies

e On Feb. 23, the FBA ILS, the FBA
Immigration Law Section, the FBA
SDNY Chapter, Human Rights First,
and the New York Law School Safe
Passage Project held the Third
Annual Asylum and Immigration Law
Conference. This full-day, three-track
CLE program directly incorporated
diverse legal communities into the
FBA and built our external part-
nerships in the New York City legal
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With Recent Jurisprudence and U.S. Asylum Law”, plus student
member articles like “The Right to Education in the United States
and Abroad: A Comparative Analysis of Constitutional Language and
Academic Achievement” and “Labor Rights in Cambodia and Female
Construction Workers”. We were pleased to include a number of law
student members in the publishing process.

The FBA ILS actively supports the FBA’s Special Task Force on
Diversity and Inclusion and wants to call particular attention to a
Nov. 7, 2017, report issued by the New York State Bar Association

House of Delegates that said that “women attorneys remain consid-
erably underrepresented in courtrooms across the state as well as in
alternative dispute resolution ... [and] comprise about 25 percent of
attorneys in lead counsel roles in courtrooms statewide.” ©

Endnote

IN.Y. Statk Bar Ass'N, Ir Not Now, WHEN? ACHIEVING EQUALITY FOR
WoMEN ATTORNEYS IN THE COURTROOM AND IN ADR (Nov. 2017), http://
www.nysba.org/WomensTaskForceReport.

At Sidebar continued from page 5

In Sum

These cases are but a few examples of the far reach of Indian law.
Attorneys must be aware of the potential for Indian law to affect their
own practices, through a specific case itself or in companion litiga-
tion. Thankfully, the Federal Bar Association has a robust Indian Law
Section that offers members an opportunity to learn about various
aspects of the topic, interact with experts in the field, and engage in
dialogue that could actually impact the development of the field. Key
resources include Cohen’s Handbook of Federal Indian Law, the
Indian Law Reporter, William Canby’s American Indian Law in a
Nutshell, and the “Turtle Talk” blog from the Michigan State Univer-
sity College of Law.!? But with that said, Indian law is an incredibly
complex topic, making it quite difficult to be sufficiently educated
through self-study. It is essential for the practitioner to recognize
when to turn to specialists or obtain additional training.'* ®
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