ooking ahead to the 100th anniver-

sary of the Federal Bar Association

in 2020, the vice presidents for the

icircuits have developed the Chapter
History Project to encourage the chapters to
document and commemorate their histories.
After all, the national organization would not
exist without the chapters.

Each chapter is being asked to review
its archives and develop a chapter history,
including information such as the chapter’s
founding date; names of charter members;
list of past presidents; and key events, mile-
stones, or highlights. Creativity is encour-
aged. To aid in this process, chapter leaders
may contact Debbie Smith, who will share
the content in the national office’s files.

Once complete, each chapter’s history
will be included on the chapter’s FBA web-
site, under the “History” title, and the circuit
vice presidents will use the information to
develop a presentation incorporating individ-
ual chapter histories in conjunction with the
100th anniversary celebration.

The chapters are also encouraged to
commemorate their own histories. Sugges-
tions include listing past presidents on the
chapter letterhead, creating a display for
chapter events, having a speaker discuss the
history as part of a promotional presentation
about the FBA at an event, or planning a
chapter event to celebrate a chapter mile-
stone or anniversary.

Examples of current chapter histories
can be found on the following chapter
websites: District of Columbia Chapter; Day-
ton Chapter; Eastern District of Michigan
Chapter; North Central Florida Chapter; and
South Carolina Chapter.



District of Columbia Chapter History
Founded July 31, 1952
A little over 30 years after the establishment
of the Federal Bar Association, the District
of Columbia Chapter was founded on July
31, 1952. Previously, the FBA’s constitution
outright sanctioned chapter establishment
in the District of Columbia. It was not until
the first national convention met in 1949
that an amendment was sponsored, and
successfully passed, to omit the prohibitive
language. While a chapter in the nation’s
capital seemed feasible, there was still
apprehension due to the duality of authority
and the possibility of overlapping functions.
Nonetheless, the advantages of a chapter
outweighed doubts, and in 1951 a general
overhaul of the constitution provided the
means to implement a local D.C. chapter.
During this constitutional renovation, the
pathway to this new chapter was further
supported when it was determined com-
pulsory, as a matter of national policy, to
provide for chapters to uniformly organize.
Thus, a District of Columbia Chapter charter
and constitution were proposed and, in July
1952, at an organization meeting held in the
Archives Building Auditorium, a motion was
passed founding the new chapter.

Tasked with the responsibility to host
a program of luncheons, dinners, social
meetings, and local symposia, the first chap-
ter function, held in conjunction with the
Inter-American Bar Association in Septem-
ber 1952, was a champagne dinner attended
by chapter members and highly ranked asso-
ciates of the judiciary and diplomatic corps.
Additionally, in further accordance with the
delineation of functions, the committee of

agency representatives was transferred from
the national organization to the D.C. Chap-
ter. Perhaps the most notorious event was
an FBA and D.C. Chapter-sponsored panel
of four speakers on the Bricker Amendment.
As aresult of the debate, with two panelists
in support and two panelists in opposition,
the FBA's Committee in International Law
took a stand and vocally opposed the Re-
vised Senate Joint Resolution.

In 1960, the D.C. Chapter bolstered its
reputation by establishing the Justice Tom
C. Clark Award for Outstanding Govern-
ment Lawyer. The prestigious award rec-
ognizes the outstanding accomplishments
of career service lawyers employed by the
U.S. government and U.S. military in the
District of Columbia. The award is named
in memory of Justice Clark, who served

as attorney general of the United States,

associate justice of the Supreme Court, and
as the first director of the Federal Judicial
Center. Paul A. Sweeney from the U.S.
Department of Justice was the inaugural
recipient in 1960.

The chapter maintains an illustrious
social calendar and has consequently re-
ceived innumerable FBA awards, including
the association’s Chapter Activity Award,
Newsletter Recognition Award, and the
Ilene and Michael Shaw Younger Lawyer
Public Service Grant. With more than 650
members, the chapter continues to provide
social and educational events for the D.C.
legal community through a series of Leader-
ship Luncheons, workshops, symposia, and
award opportunities open to both members
and the public. ®
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