
Indeed, in many arenas, the executive director is the 
face of the organization. For the last 12 1/2 years, we 
have been privileged to have Jack Lockridge at the 
helm. He has taken us from a specialized Washington, 
D.C.-centric bar association to the national presence 
we enjoy today. We could fill pages with a listing of 
his accomplishments, and he certainly deserves the 
accolades. But that will be for another day.

As many of you know, at the end of 2012, as he 
approaches his 13th anniversary with the FBA, Jack 
will be retiring and embarking on the next phase of 
his life in New Mexico. (He no longer will have to deal 
with volunteer officers; he will have to report only to 
President Nancy, his wife.) As the consummate profes-
sional that he is, Jack gave us advance notice so that 
the FBA Board of Directors could take the necessary 
steps to find the best candidate for the position of 
executive director and to ensure a seamless transition.

Step 1 in the process was the appointment of a Search 
Committee. The board selected individuals who live and 
work in different locales; possess the requisite knowl-
edge and experience with our national operations; and 
have the dedication, energy and commitment to get the 
necessary job done. I am proud of the committee that 
has been selected, and I so appreciate the work that 
the committee members have done and the results they 
have achieved. Each committee member reviewed more 
than 100 resumes and selected and interviewed a subset 
of that group. The Search Committee decided on four 
excellent candidates for the board to consider. 

As they say, if you want something done right, give 
it to a busy person. I want to introduce the FBA mem-
bership to these committee members. In addition to 
our hardworking executive director, the members we 
need to thank are (drum roll please):

Bill LaForge, who served as chair of the committee, 
is a past national president of the FBA and has worked 
with the FBA in numerous capacities—he held various 
officer positions on the former Executive Committee 
(the predecessor presiding body of the organization), 
and he served as chair or member of numerous FBA 
committees, and was president of the Capitol Hill Chap-
ter. He is currently an officer of the Board of Directors 

of the Federal Bar Building Corporation, 
a Charter Life Fellow of the Foundation 
of the FBA, and a member of National 
Council. Bill has been an FBA member 
for 35 years and is in private practice in 
Washington, D.C.

René Harrod is currently the FBA’s general counsel, 
the editor in chief of The Federal Lawyer, and a mem-
ber of National Council, the Federal Litigation Section 
and the Broward County Chapter, for which she previ-
ously served as president. René has been a member of 
the FBA for nine years, during which she served on the 
national Board of Directors and on various FBA com-
mittees, including the Future of the FBA Task Force, 
the Constitution and Bylaws Review Task Force, and 
Website and Network Advisory Committee, the Audit 
Committee and the committee for the 2007 Annual 
Meeting in Florida. René works for the Economic 
Crimes Division of the Office of the Attorney General 
of Florida in Ft. Lauderdale.

Larry Thompson currently lives in Greenwich, 
Conn. and serves as a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Foundation of the FBA (of which he is 
also a sustaining Life Fellow), the Government Rela-
tions Committee, the Bench/Bar Committee, and the 
National Council. In addition to his distinguished 
careers as the former deputy attorney general of the 
United States, vice president and general counsel at 
Pepsico, and professor at the University of Georgia 
Law School, Larry has been an FBA member for 30 
years and served on the board of directors of FBA’s 
Atlanta Chapter.

Becky Thorson hails from the Eighth Circuit. During 
her 16 years as an FBA member, Becky was president 
of the Minnesota Chapter and a member of the Future 
of the FBA Task Force. She is currently the deputy edi-
tor of The Federal Lawyer and a member of the Intel-
lectual Property Section and National Council. Becky is 
chair of the hiring committee of her Minneapolis law 
firm, has taught trial advocacy, and has extensive trial 
experience.
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Meet the Search Committee

It is not a secret. We have a fabulous organization with wonderful 

members and energetic volunteer leaders. However, the Federal 

Bar Association works because it is operated on a day-to-day basis 

by our extremely competent staff, led by the FBA executive director. 
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Beth Smith has been an FBA member for 17 years. 
She has served in every officer position in her San 
Antonio Chapter, as vice president for the Fifth Circuit, 
and on various national committees—including the 
Membership Committee, Chapter Activity Fund, Budget 
Finance Committee, and the Task Force on Recruit-
ing Judges. She is a member of the national Board of 
Directors and the Bankruptcy Law and Federal Litiga-
tion Sections. She practices in San Antonio and is active 
in various other bar associations as well as in a state 
education program.

Rob Clark, an FBA member for 16 years, is in private 
practice in Utah, specializing in complex litigation. He 
is a past president of his local chapter and a recipient 
of the prestigious FBA Kintner Award and the Presi-
dent’s Award. Rob has been a substantial contributor 
to FBA leadership training for many years. He is a 
member of the national Board of Directors and has 
served the association in various ways—as chair of 
the Governance Review Special Committee; Future of 
the FBA Task Force; Constitution and By-Laws Review 
Task Force; and Constitution, Bylaws, Rules, and Reso-
lutions Committee; and as a member of the National 
Council and the Bench/Bar Relations Committee, Bud-

get and Finance Resolutions Committee, and Profes-
sional Ethics Committee.

Les Horowitz is a past president of the Los Angeles 
Chapter, former vice president for the Ninth Circuit, and 
ad hoc member of the former Executive Committee. 
He is a past chair and member of the Bankruptcy Law 
Section, a Life Fellow of the Foundation of the FBA, a 
member of the FBA’s National Council, and a member 
of the board of directors of the Federal Bar Building 
Corporation. During his 26 years as an FBA member, 
Les also served as chair of the Strategic Long-Range 
Planning Committee and was a member of the Audit, 
Nominations and Elections, Government Relations and 
Practice Area Directory Committees. He practices in Los 
Angeles and serves on boards of other bar associations 
and nonprofit organizations.

Jack and these dedicated, hardworking, and knowl-
edgeable volunteers know what it takes to move this 
organization successfully into the future, and they have 
given us the best course to do so. Thank you, Search 
Committee. TFL
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