President’'s Message

JUANITA SALES LEE

On Sections and Divisions

N Sept. 20, 2008, at the FBA Annual Meeting and Convention
held in Huntsville, Ala., | was installed as the president of the
Federal Bar Association. | want to thank the North Alabama
Chapter; the chapter’s president, Margaret Simmons; the 2008 Annu-
al Meeting and Convention Planning Committee; Judge U.W. Clemon,

honorary chair of the planning committee; and all the
speakers for their time and effort in making this a
wonderful event for the FBA and a very special time
for me.

I appreciate the opportunity you have given me to
serve as the association’s president for 2008-2009. In
any given year, the president of the FBA may come
face to face with only 10 percent of the membership.
So to get us off on the right foot, allow me to tell you
a little about me: I am a native Alabamian. I gradu-
ated from the University of Alabama with degrees in
social work and law. I am employed by the U.S. Army
in Huntsville and have been a federal employee for
more than 25 years. My area of practice is mainly la-
bor and employment law.

I first became active in the association through my
local chapter, the North Alabama Chapter, where I
took my first step on the leadership ladder in 1991.
The chapter celebrates its 50th anniversary this year.

Fifty years ago, Francis Buckley, chief counsel of
the U.S. Army Missile Command’s Legal Office (and
others) organized the North Alabama Chapter. His
goal was to instill professionalism among the attor-
neys in his office and to provide service to the legal
community of Huntsville. Mr. Buckley also encour-
aged attorneys to play an active role in the FBA, and
his tradition lives to this day.

The chapter membership consists of attorneys from
federal organizations in Huntsville and members of
the downtown bar association. This year’s officers hail
from the Army Corps of Engineers, the Army Aviation
and Missile Command, Marshall Space Flight Center/
NASA, the Army Space and Missile Defense Com-
mand, and the Missile Defense Agency.

I loved my first stint in the chapter’s leadership so
much that I took a second tour. Soon thereafter, lead-
ers in the national organization noticed my zeal, and
Alan Harnisch, FBA president at the time, appointed
me to the Chapter Activity Fund Committee. Subse-
quently, I became a vice president for the 11th cir-
cuit—an elected national office. In 2002, with a leap
of faith and hard work on the part of many, I was

elected deputy secretary of the FBA under
the old governance structure.

And now, 17 years after my first FBA
leadership position, I am beginning my
term as national president. If you are look-

ing for an organization that serves the le-

gal community and offers opportunities for meaning-
ful leadership, I urge you to become actively involved
in the Federal Bar Association.

Let me clear up some misconceptions that may be
inhibiting some federal employees. Some federal em-
ployees think that being active in a nonfederal pro-
fessional organization is prohibited by the Standards
of Ethical Conduct for Employees of the Executive
Branch, 5 CFR 2635, and supplemental guidance issued
by one’s agency. This is not the case; the Standards
and many agencies’ supplemental guidance allow fed-
eral employees to participate in professional associa-
tions. The Standards prohibit the misuse of govern-
ment property, but the Standards—and my agency’s
supplemental guidance, the Joint Ethics Regulation is-
sued by the Department of Defense (DOD)—provide
for the authorized use of government property. For
example, an attorney may be permitted to use the of-
fice’s word processor and the agency’s photocopying
equipment to prepare a paper to be presented at a
conference sponsored by a professional association of
which the employee is a member. 5 CFR 2635.704 and
DoD 5500.7-R, Section 3-300b. This same section of
the Joint Ethics Regulation also gives supervisors the
authority to permit excused absences for reasonable
periods of time so that their DOD employees can vol-
untarily participate in the activities of nonprofit pro-
fessional associations like the FBA as well as learned
societies.

I emphasize these authorities as a way to en-
courage federal employees to become involved in
the FBA’s activities. The many areas in which you
can participate can be found on the FBA Web site,
www.fedbar.org. One route is participation in chap-
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the National Native American Bar Association, and the Native
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Sessions include:

Creative Strategies for Budget Politics: Meeting the Financial Needs of Indian Country in
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Winning Over the Roberts Court in Indian Law Cases: A Continuing Dialogue.
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ter activities—the route I chose. Another avenue is
through the association’s sections and divisions.

Our time is a commodity that we all value. We
have to distribute our time carefully among many re-
sponsibilities: work, family, church, community activi-
ties, membership in associations, and ourselves. Nev-
ertheless, at the end of the day (sometimes literally),
we find time for everything that is so important to all
of us. In my case, [ am committed to giving FBA mem-
bers the time that is necessary to have a president
who will listen, ask for input, and seriously consider
ideas that will help guide the FBA and its Board of
Directors in its governance and decision-making on
behalf of the membership.

A very important step in establishing communica-
tion from the “members up” will be a membership
survey, which will be conducted during the first part
of 2009. Watch for the survey and plan now to spend
the time needed to give us your input and ideas. In
the meantime, I would be delighted to hear from you
at president@fedbar.org. TFL
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