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Sixth Circuit

Northern District of Ohio
The Northern District of Ohio Chap-

ter teamed up with Magistrate Judge 
Patricia A. Hemann of the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of Ohio 
and the Cleveland Bar Association for 
the second annual “A Book of Your 
Own” project. Last year, the inaugu-
ral year for the project, the Northern 
District’s Younger Lawyer Committee 
collected more than 5,000 new and 
gently used books from lawyers in the 
Cleveland area and gave the books to 
students at five Cleveland elementary 
schools for the students to take home 
and keep as a book of their own. The 
project garnered the Ilene and Michael 
Shaw FBA Younger Lawyer Award and 
Public Service Grant last year. 

This year, Judge Hemann challenged 
the chapter to collect 10,000 books. The 
chapter took on the challenge, this time 
with some assistance from the Shaw 
Grant as well as through an expansion 
of the project. In addition to collecting 
books from the Cleveland area legal 
community, the chapter reached out 
to suburban schools for help. In the 
end, the chapter met and surpassed the 
challenge: members collected 15,000 to 
give to students at seven Cleveland el-
ementary schools. 

In the process of collecting these 
elementary-level new and gently used 
books, the Northern District of Ohio 
Chapter learned that, without trying, it 
had also collected books to be used at 
the high school level (800 this year) as 
well at the preschool level (25 boxes of 
books). Those books are being deliv-
ered to a Cleveland high school and to 
Cleveland’s Rainbow Babies and Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Finally, through an un-
expected act of generosity, the chapter 
received a windfall of 4,000 kindergar-
ten-level books and 4,000 workbooks 
that were delivered citywide to Cleve-
land’s kindergartners. All told, the chap-
ter distributed approximately 24,000 
books to Cleveland’s schoolchildren.

The project ramped up again in fall 
2006, when members of the Northern 
District of Ohio Chapter and the chap-

ter’s Younger Lawyer Committee—
headed up by Hope Redmond, Ian Red-
mond, and Kip Bollin—reached out to 
the Cleveland legal community, includ-
ing the Cleveland Bar Association, to 
help collect the books. A point person 
was identified at dozens of law offices 
to coordinate the collection of books at 
his or her office. Next, dozens of subur-
ban schools were contacted and asked 
to participate, with one hardworking 
student to receive a $500 scholarship. 
More than a dozen schools respond-
ed—and even one college joined in. 
Then, on Jan. 27, dozens more volun-
teers—including Judge Hemann, mem-
bers of her staff, students from Laurel 
School and Cleveland’s Daniel Morgan 
School, and lawyers from the chapter 
and the Cleveland Bar Association—
spent a morning sorting and boxing 
books in Judge Hemann’s chambers. 
Finally, on March 1, more volunteers 
from the chapter and the U.S. attorney’s 
office picked up hundreds of boxes of 
books from the judge’s chambers and 
distributed them to students at seven 
schools in Cleveland. 

The project was a success this year 
thanks to the dedication of Judge He-
mann, her staff, supporters at the donor 
schools, and the dozens of law firms 
and individual lawyers who worked to-

gether to collect, sort, box, and deliver 
the books. Because of their efforts, thou-
sands of Cleveland students now have 
books to call their own. Now, Judge He-
mann challenges other FBA chapters to 
do the same, saying “Let’s make this a 
national project for the FBA chapters lo-
cated in every city where there are chil-
dren who need the friends they can find 
in books.” For information on starting 
your own book collection effort, please 
send an inquiry to kip.bollin@thomp-
sonhine.com.

Ninth Circuit 

Idaho 
The District of Idaho Chapter initi-

ated its “Juice with the Judge” program 
on March 21 at the University of Idaho 
College of Law in Moscow, Idaho. The 
program is designed to give new law-
yers and law students the opportunity 
to meet the federal judges in their re-
gion and to visit with them for an hour 
or so in a relaxed setting and discuss 
topics affecting federal practitioners. 
This more intimate gathering also gives 
the judges an opportunity to meet 
some of the bar’s newest members. 
All the judges involved in the program 

Northern District of Ohio Chapter: “A Book of Your Own” project—Judge Patricia A. 
Hemann, U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio (seated) with her staff 
members and students from Laurel School and Cleveland’s Daniel Morgan School. 
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have been incredibly enthusiastic. At 
the kickoff event, Chief District Judge 
B. Lynn Winmill met with law students 
and fielded questions about federal 
court practice. The chapter’s past presi-
dent, Ted Creason, also took the op-
portunity to introduce the Federal Bar 
Association to the students and to invite 
them to become law student members. 
Two other “Juice with the Judge” gath-
erings are planned in the central and 
southern part of the state with Judge 
Larry M. Boyle and Judge Mikel H. Wil-
liams. In addition to the “Juice with the 
Judge” program, the Idaho Chapter has 
offered to pair any interested law stu-
dent member with a mentor-member of 
the chapter. The “Juice with the Judge” 
and chapter law student membership 
programs received an enthusiastic wel-

come from the law students; from the 
law school’s placement officer, Anne-
Marie Fulfer; and from Donald Burnett, 
the dean of the law school. TFL

Chapter Exchange is compiled by Anne 
Daugherty, FBA manager of chapters 
and circuits. Send your chapter infor-
mation to adaugherty@fedbar.org or 
Chapter Exchange, FBA, 2011 Crystal 
Drive, Ste. 400, Arlington, VA 22202.

Idaho Chapter: At the kickoff 
event of the “Juice with the Judge” 
program—Chief District Judge B. 
Lynn Winmill, U.S. District Court 
for the District of Idaho. 
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parents every time she presides at naturalization hear-
ings and administers the oath of citizenship to new 
citizens.

Judge Brown has settled into her role as a federal 
judge. Her office at the Mark O. Hatfield Federal Court-
house includes a small piano and a collection of red 
glass dishes, all well-ordered with white doilies remi-
niscent of old German homes. She spends her limited 
spare time with her husband and their very large but 
close family, including sisters, brother, nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, stepchildren, and grandchildren—nearly 
all of whom live within a short drive of Portland. An 
avid traveler, gardener, and knitter, Brown and her 
husband recently took the extraordinary step of mov-
ing out of the city to live in a more rural setting in 

Clackamas County.
Judge Brown looks forward to work every day, 

considers it an extraordinary privilege to serve as a 
federal judge, and notes that her favorite part of the 
job is the “daily ability to accomplish something.” TFL

Heather J. Van Meter is an attorney in the Portland, 
Oregon, office of Williams, Kastner & Gibbs PLLC. She 
is a past president of the U.S. District Court of Oregon 
Historical Society and continues to serve on the group’s 
newsletter/Web site committee.




