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Why join the FBA?  

  

The Federal Bar Association 

serves the interests and needs 

of the federal practitioner, the 

federal judiciary and the pub-

lic they serve.  Nationally, the 

FBA enjoys the membership 

of 15,000 federal lawyers, 

including 1,200 federal judges. 

Members of the FBA work to 

promote the sound administra-

tion of justice, integrity, quali-

ty and independence of the 

judiciary. The FBA also pro-

vides opportunities for schol-

arship and for judges and law-

yers to professionally and so-

cially interact.  

 

In this past year, the Tucson Chapter of the FBA engaged our 

community in a number of successful endeavors. The permanent 

memorial to our former Chief Judge Roll is almost complete 

and will be unveiled later this year. We assisted the Court with a  

Special Court Proceeding honoring Chief Judge Roll in January, 

held seminars in the fall and winter including the Bench and 

Bar, the half day Criminal Law Seminar, Luncheon CLEs on 

medical marijuana and immigration, and Nuts & Bolts covering 

interactions with chambers and CJA vouchers. We have another 

Nuts & Bolts on effective representation in mediation scheduled 

for May. In June, don’t miss our thank you to our members—

the free Ethics CLE. This year we have also revived our news-

letter offering practical information, notice of CLE events and 

informative, substantive articles. Hopefully, along the way,  

 

(continued on page 2) 
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The Tucson Chapter of the FBA welcomes District 

Judge Jennifer Zipps. See Judge Zipps’s answers 

to our 10 Questions on page 4.  



we’ve also given you a couple pieces that made you laugh

(check out our “Name that Baby” segment on page 7). 

 

The Tucson courthouse is one of the busiest in the country. 

It is easy and sometimes necessary to put your head down 

and not look up, working away on the heavy caseload we all 

carry. I encourage you to join the FBA so that you’ll occa-

sionally look up and take a moment to remember that you 

are part of a tight-knit legal community that has the honor of 

practicing in an elite court. Joining the FBA gives you the 

opportunity to stay involved with your colleagues on a more 

informal level and get to know the judges before whom you 

practice. Our events and CLEs provide you with the oppor-

tunity to hear from the Tucson federal judges about what 

they think is important to be effective litigators. It also gives 

you the opportunity to  be involved with your colleagues 

further than discussing a discovery plan or negotiating a 

plea.  

 
If you are  interested in joining the FBA, now is a good time. 

In June, our Chapter is offering a free three hour ethics semi-

nar to our members. If you aren’t a member yet, the cost of 

admission is just the cost of membership. Also in June, our 

Executive Committee will be meeting to plan our events for 

the upcoming year (we run our year September through 

June). If you’re interested in serving on the Executive Com-

mittee, contact me and I will get you the information for our 

retreat.  

 

In this issue of our newsletter, be sure to check out two new 

segments - “Name that Baby” and “10 Questions”. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at an upcoming event.  

 

—Lori 
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Criminal Law Seminar - Chief Probation Officer for the 

Eastern District of Missouri, Doug Burris, delivers an 

impressive summary of successful rehabilitative efforts 

in St. Louis.  

 

 

 

Criminal Law Seminar - Dr. Chris Lowenkamp delivers 

a presentation on Evidence Based Practices  
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Clerk’s Corner 
Updates & Tips for Spring of 2012 

Mike O’Brien 
Chief Deputy Clerk 

 

 

1. Brian D. Karth Appointed District 

Court Executive/Clerk of Court. 

 

Brian Karth was appointed the District 

Court Executive/Clerk of Court for the 

District of Arizona, starting at the begin-

ning of January. He took over for Richard 

H. Weare, who retired after 34 years of 

service to the judiciary. Brian Karth 

transferred from the District of Arizona 

Bankruptcy Court, where he served as 

the Clerk of Court/Court Unit Executive, for over 

three years.  

 

Before working at the Bankruptcy Court, Brian 

served the Arizona state courts in several adminis-

trative capacities, going back to 1991. From 1986 

to 1991, he was the Court Administrator for the 

United States Immigration Court, Executive Office 

for Immigration Review in Miami, Florida, and in 

Phoenix, Arizona.   

 

Brian has a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal 

Justice from Arizona State University and a Master 

of Science in Public Administration, with a Certifi-

cate in Judicial Administration, from the University 

of Southern California. He is currently a member of the 

Federal Bar Association- Phoenix Chapter, Executive 

Board and also serves on the Ninth Circuit Space and 

Security Committee. 

 

 

2. Separate Registration Required for Court Elec-

tronic Newsletter Subscription 

 

Per LRCiv. 83.1(c), all 

attorneys who are regis-

tered to use the Court's 

Electronic Case Filing 

System (ECF), must 

also subscribe to the 

USDC District of Ari-

zona News to receive 

email notices relating to 

new or updated local 

rules, general orders, 

and case filing proce-

dures. Registration to e-

file in the ECF system 

is not sufficient to com-

ply with the local rule. 

Routine procedural 

notices are not dis-

tributed via the ECF 

system. To subscribe 

to  the electronic newsletter service, please visit:  

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/

USFEDCOURTS/subscriber/new 

 

Chief Deputy Clerk Mike O’Brien 
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District Court Executive/Clerk of 

the Court Brian Karth  
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If you weren’t in the legal profession, what would you do? 

 

I would write children’s books. I loved to read when I was a 

child and I loved to read books to my children. Books open 

your mind and your imagination. 

 

What were your favorite books when you were young? 

 

I loved all types - mysteries, fairytales. One of my favorites 

was Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh, about a widowed 

field mouse and a group of former lab rats who save her 

house from a farmer’s plough. 

 

When you have time to read for fun now,  do you read fic-

tion or nonfiction? 

 

I read both. I love biographies. I still enjoy mysteries. I like 

the kind of book that makes you want to find out how the 

story is going to end.  

 

Judges often say a difficult part of the job is being hands 

off in the courtroom. Is that difficult? 

 

It can be difficult at times, but there are different ways to 

advocate that are effective and I enjoy seeing how different 

attorneys develop and present a case. Also, the attorneys 

handling the case are going to know more about the facts 

than I do, and they may have strategies that don’t develop if 

I insert myself in the case. The bottom line is that most attor-

neys are very good advocates. 

 

How important is judicial independence? 

 

It’s vital, and it’s fundamental to our democracy and the 

balance of powers the Framers envisioned when they 

wrote the Constitution.  

 

What is a common characteristic good attorneys all 

share? 

 

A good attorney knows what matters and what doesn’t 

and has a specific strategy to present the evidence and 

argument necessary for a particular setting, be it a motion 

hearing, memorandum, or trial.  

 

Do you have a motto for balancing your family life with 

your tremendous caseload? 

 

I don’t know if I have a motto but flexibility is important. 

Be flexible. And prioritize. 

What was your favorite concert? 

 

Ray Charles, who I saw during law school. I didn’t know 

a lot about Ray Charles at the time, except maybe his 

song “Georgia,” and I had no idea what an incredible per-

former he was. It was amazing to see him. 

 

What was the first car that you ever owned? 

 

A Buick Skyhawk. I can’t remember the year. 

 

What is the car you drive now? 

 

An Infiniti G37. I’m really not a car person, but I love 

convertibles and I liked the color of this one–Pacific blue. 

While I was wavering between this car and another SUV 

to replace our Suburban, my husband went and bought it 

for me for Christmas because he knew I wouldn’t buy it 

for myself–and probably because he doesn’t want me to 

say “no” the next time he wants to buy a car!  

 

 

 

- 4 - 

10 Questions with District Judge Jennifer Zipps 

May 2012 VOL 1 ISSUE 2 



Permanent Memorial for  

Chief Judge John M. Roll 

The William D. Browning Tucson Chapter of the Federal Bar Association, in fellowship 

with the Arizona District Court, has commissioned Tucson artist Nicholas Burke to cre-

ate a sculpture and permanent memorial to Chief Judge John M. Roll. The clay original 

is almost complete. The permanent memorial will be unveiled at the Tucson courthouse 

later this year. 

To date, more than $15,000.00 of the necessary $22,000.00 to create this permanent 

memorial has been raised. If you have not made a contribution and you would like to 

contribute to the effort, the Foundation of the Federal Bar Association, a 501(c)(3) tax-

exempt organization, has partnered with us to accept donations. To contribute to this 

permanent memorial to Judge Roll please send a check to: 

Foundation of the Federal Bar Association 

1220 North Fillmore St., Ste. 444 

Arlington, VA 22201 

Be sure to indicate the purpose of the contribution as: “Judge Roll Memorial.” Contri-

butions to the Foundation of the Federal Bar Association may be treated as charitable 

contributions for tax purposes. 

Our Chapter thanks you for supporting this worthy memorial. 

 

 

Below, from right: Senior District Judge Frank 

Zapata, Chief Deputy Clerk of Court Mike 

O’Brien, Artist Nicholas Burke, Sean Brear-

cliffe, Katy Higgins, Dee-Dee Samet viewing 

progress of the clay original. 
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Above: Photograph of the clay original.  
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Memorial to Former Chief 

Judge John M. Roll 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

May 10, 2012 

Nuts & Bolts: 

Effective Representation in Mediation 

2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Jury Assembly Room 

 

June 13, 2012* 

Ethics CLE for FBA Members** 

2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Location TBA 

 

September 2012 

Bench & Bar 

Time and Location TBA 

 

November 2012 

FBA Civil Law Seminar 

12:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Manning House 

 

 

*Please note this date has changed from May 

15, 2012  

 

**Ethics Seminar free to local FBA chapter 

members 

On January 6, 2012, the Tucson Chapter of the Fed-

eral Bar Association joined with the Arizona District 

Court to hold a Special Court Proceeding honoring 

the late Chief Judge Roll. A record of that proceeding 

is now published in Westlaw, and a video recording 

of the proceeding is available on YouTube:  

http://youtu.be/xKQ2vTaf7vs. 

Chief Judge Silver  

opens the memorial. 

At the Special Court Proceeding, Fern Bomchill, the 

national President of the Federal Bar Association, 

spoke eloquently on behalf of the nation’s federal 

lawyers and judges. This month, she has honored that 

day again by highlighting the event in her  

address in the Federal Lawyer, the national FBA 

magazine.   
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Tucson Federal Bar Association 

2012 Nuts & Bolts 

 

Effective Representation in Mediation 

 

Presented by Claudia Bernard 

Ninth Circuit Chief Mediator 

Thursday, May 10, 2012 

2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

Evo A. DeConcini Courthouse 

Jury Assembly Room, First Floor 

 

Sometimes being a good litigator is antithetical to being a good advocate in media-

tion. In this interactive, hands-on session, attorneys will learn how to use a media-

tion to get the best possible deal for a client. Participants will learn the difference 

between interest-based negotiation and positional bargaining and will work on 

skills for negotiating effectively in each. Participants will learn how to make the me-

diator their ally, how to prepare for mediation, and how to master the personal 

qualities that allow them to maximize their clients’ goals in mediation. Tucson mag-

istrate judges will be present to discuss local practices. 

This event may qualify for up to 2 hours of CLE credit and is free 

of charge.  

 

For reservations call or email Heather McIntyre at (520) 205-4591; 

heather_mcintyre@azd.uscourts.gov 
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   And Now Presenting... Name that Baby! 
Each issue, the Executive Committee will test your ability to identify federal prac-

titioners and/or judges as they were in their younger years.  No peeking to the 

back of the newsletter until you give them your best guess.  Ready, Set, Go... 

Baby One Baby Two 

Baby Three 
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Members—Register Now 

 

Tucson Federal Bar Association’s 

Thank You to Our Members 

Free Ethics Seminar 

Wednesday, June 13, 2012* 

2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Evo A. DeConcini United States Courthouse 

405 West Congress Street 

Jury Assembly Room 
 

Celebrate the end of a successful year for our Tucson Chapter and satisfy your three hour eth-

ics CLE requirement for the Arizona Bar. This Seminar is free to members and occurs in time 

for you to meet the Arizona Bar’s June 30, 2012 deadline for obtaining CLE credit. A recep-

tion will follow the Seminar. If you aren’t yet a member, join the FBA now and take advantage 

of this free CLE. 
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FBA members: to register contact Leila Gimino at  

520-529-4285 or lgimino@rllaz.com or go to Tucson 

FBA website www.tucsonfba.org 
 

Non-members: contact Lori Price to become an FBA 

member and then attend this Ethics CLE Seminar. 

lori_price@azd.uscourts.gov or 520-205-4651 
 

*Please note this date has changed from May 15, 2012 
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Federal Bar Association  

Executive Committee 

 

 

Newsletter Subcommittee 

 
Editor-in-Chief 

LAURA CONOVER 

 

Articles Editor 

LORI PRICE 

 

Managing Editor 

GREGORY SCHNEIDER  

 President 

LORI PRICE 

 

Vice President 

REBECCA O’BRIEN 

 

Secretary 

ISAAC ROTHSCHILD 
Treasurer 

ANCA POP* 
Former President 

LYNNETTE KIMMINS 

 Members At-Large  

DEAN AXELROD IVELISSE BONILLA SEAN BREARCLIFF 

GEOFF CHESHIRE  LAURA CONOVER  THOMAS FERRARO  

DOUG METCALF  MICHAEL O’BRIEN  CHARLES PYLE  

KAREN ROLLEY  DEE-DEE SAMET  GREGORY SCHNEIDER  

 JANE WESTBY  
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Contact the Executive Committee by emailing Lori Price at lori_price@azd.uscourts.gov 

Anca Pop, AUSA and our Treasurer, left us at the end of April to 

join the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of Michi-

gan.  We wish her the very best of luck and thank her for her ser-

vice to our FBA chapter.   

Baby One:  First Assistant FPD, Heather Williams 

Baby Two:  Chief Assistant, AUSA, Shelley Clemens 

Baby Three: Magistrate Judge Ferraro (Although not his 

actual baby picture, according to Judge Ferraro, this is how 

he remembers his youth.)     *Thanks to Shelley, Heather 

and Judge Ferraro for being such great sports. You all can 

volunteer candidates for next issue’s “Name that Baby.” 
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HomeBusiness
Address			   Apt. #

City	 State	 Zip	 Country

(    )	 (    )

Phone	 Fax	

    /    /

Date of Birth	 E-mail

Firm/Company/Agency	 Number of Attorneys

Address	 Suite/Floor

City	 State	 Zip	 Country

(    )	 (    )

Phone 	 Fax	 E-mail

First Name	 M.I.	 Last Name	 Suffix (e.g. Jr.)	  Title (e.g. Attorney At Law, Partner, Assistant U.S. Attorney)

m Male m Female	 Have you been an FBA member in the past? m yes m no	 Which do you prefer as your primary address? m business m home	

connect
through the Federal Bar Association

The Federal Bar Association offers an unmatched array of opportunities and services to �enhance your connections to the judiciary, the legal 
profession, and your peers within the legal community. �Our mission is to strengthen the federal legal system and administration of justice by 
serving the interests �and the needs of the federal practitioner, both public and private, the federal judiciary, and the public they serve.

Advocacy
The opportunity to make a change 
and improve the federal legal system 
through grassroots work in over 80 
FBA chapters and a strong national 
advocacy.

Networking
Connect with a network of federal 
practitioners extending across all 50 
states, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands.

Leadership
Governance positions within the as-
sociation help shape the FBA’s future 
and make an impact on the growth of 
the federal legal community.

Learning
Explore best practices and new ideas 
at the many Continuing Legal Educa-
tion programs offered throughout the 
year—at both the national and chap-
ter levels.

expand your connections, expand your career
Three ways to apply today:  Join online at www.fedbar.org; Fax application to (571) 481-9090; or  Mail application to FBA, 
1220 North Fillmore St., Suite 444, Arlington, VA 22201. For more information, contact the FBA membership department at (571) 
481-9100 or membership@fedbar.org. 

Federal Bar Association Application for Membership (continues on reverse)

Court of Record: _ ________________________________________

State/District: _ ______________	 Original Admission:	 /	 /  U
.S

.

Applicant Information

Bar Admission and Law School Information (required)

Court of Record: _ ________________________________________

State: ______________________	 Original Admission:	 /	 /  Tr
ib

al

Court/Tribunal of Record: _ ________________________________

Country: _ __________________	 Original Admission:	 /	 /  Fo
re

ig
n

Law School: _____________________________________________

State/District: _ ______________	 Expected Graduation:	 /	 /  

St
ud

en
ts

Practice Information
Practice Type

Private Sector:	 m Private Practice	 m Corporate/In-House

Public Sector:	 m Government	 m Association Counsel	
		  m Nonprofit	 m University/College 
		  m Military 	 m Judiciary

m Administrative
m Admiralty/Maritime
m ADR/Arbitration
m Antitrust/Trade
m Bankruptcy
m Communications
m Criminal
m Environment/Energy
m Federal Litigation
m Financial Institutions
m General Counsel
m Government Contracts

m Health
m Immigration
m Indian
m Intellectual Property
m International
m Labor/Employment
m Military
m Social Security
m State/Local Government
m Taxation
m Transportation
m Veterans

Primary Practice Areas

m Other:



Chapter Affiliation 
Your FBA membership entitles you to a chapter membership. Local chapter 
dues are indicated next to the chapter name (if applicable). If no chapter is 
selected, you will be assigned a chapter based on geographic location. *No 
chapter currently located in this state or location.

Alabama
m Birmingham
m Mobile
m Montgomery
m North Alabama
Alaska
m Alaska
Arizona
m Phoenix
m William D. 
	 Browning/
	 Tucson–$10
Arkansas*
m At Large
California
m Central Coast
m Inland Empire
m Los Angeles
m Northern
	 District of 

California
m Orange County
m Sacramento
m San Diego
m San Joaquin 

Valley
Colorado
m Colorado
Connecticut
m District of 
	 Connecticut
Delaware
m Delaware
District of 
Columbia
m Capitol Hill
m D.C.
m Pentagon
Florida
m Broward 
	 County
m Jacksonville
m North Central 
	 Florida–$25
m Orlando
m Palm Beach 

County
m South Florida
m Southwest 

Florida
m Tallahassee 

–$25
m Tampa Bay

Georgia
m Atlanta–$10
Hawaii
m Hawaii
Idaho
m Idaho
Illinois
m Chicago
 Indiana
m Indianapolis
Iowa
m Iowa–$10
Kansas*
m At Large
Kentucky
m Kentucky
Louisiana
m Baton Rouge
m Lafayette/
	 Acadiana
m New Orleans
m North 
	 Louisiana
Maine*
m At Large 
Maryland
m Maryland
Massachusetts
m Massachusetts 
	 –$10
Michigan
m Eastern District 

of Michigan
m Western 

District of 
Michigan

Minnesota
m Minnesota
Mississippi
m Mississippi
Missouri*
m At Large
Montana
m Montana
Nebraska*
m At Large
Nevada
m Nevada
New 
Hampshire*
m At Large

New Jersey
m New Jersey
New Mexico*
m At Large
New York
m Eastern District 
	 of New York
m Southern 
	 District of 
	 New York
North Carolina
m Eastern 
	 District of 
	 North Carolina
m Middle 
	 District of 
	 North Carolina
m Western 
	 District of 
	 North Carolina
North Dakota*
m At Large
Ohio
m John W. Peck/
	 Cincinnati/
	 Northern 
	 Kentucky
m Columbus
m Dayton
m Northern 
	 District of 
	 Ohio–$10
Oklahoma
m Oklahoma City
m Northern/
	 Eastern
	 Oklahoma
Oregon
m Oregon
Pennsylvania
m Eastern District 
	 of Pennsylvania
m Middle District 
	 of Pennsylvania
m Western District 
	 of Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
m Hon. Raymond 
	 L. Acosta/
	 Puerto Rico–$10

Rhode Island
m Rhode Island
South Carolina
m South Carolina
South Dakota*
m At Large
Tennessee
m Chattanooga
m Memphis 
	 Mid-South
m Nashville 
m Northeast
	 Tennessee
Texas
m Austin
m Dallas–$10
m Del Rio–$25
m El Paso
m Fort Worth
m San Antonio
m Southern 
	 District of 
	 Texas–$25
m Waco
Utah
m Utah
Vermont*
m At Large
Virgin Islands
m Virgin Islands 
Virginia
m Northern 
	 Virginia
m Richmond
m Roanoke
m Tidewater
Washington*
m At Large
West Virginia*
m At Large
Wisconsin*
m At Large
Wyoming
m Wyoming

Membership Levels
Sustaining Membership 
Members of the association distinguish themselves when becoming sustaining 
members of the FBA. Sixty dollars of the sustaining dues are used to support edu-
cational programs and publications of the FBA. Sustaining members receive a 5% 
discount on the registration fees for all national meetings and national CLE events.

Member Admitted to Practice 0-5 Years............................m $155	 m $135
Member Admitted to Practice 6-10 Years..........................m $215	 m $190
Member Admitted to Practice 11+ Years...........................m $255	 m $220
Retired (Fully Retired from the Practice of Law)...............m $155	 m $155 

Active Membership

Open to any person admitted to the practice of law before a federal court or a 
court of record in any of the several states, commonwealths, territories, or pos-
sessions of the United States or in the District of Columbia.

Member Admitted to Practice 0-5 Years............................m $95	 m $75
Member Admitted to Practice 6-10 Years..........................m $155	 m $130
Member Admitted to Practice 11+ Years...........................m $195	 m $160
Retired (Fully Retired from the Practice of Law)...............m $95	 m $95

Associate Membership

Foreign Associate Admitted to practice law outside the U.S......................... m $195
Law Student Associate Currently enrolled in law school.............................. m $30

TOTAL DUES TO BE CHARGED 
(membership, section/division, and chapter dues): $_________

m Check enclosed, payable to Federal Bar Association  
Credit: m American Express m MasterCard m Visa 

Name on card (please print)	

Card No.	 Exp. Date

Signature	 Date

connect

Payment Information and Authorization Statement

Membership Categories and Optional Section, Division, and Chapter Affiliations

Chapter Total: $_ _______

By signing this application, I hereby apply for membership in the Federal Bar Association 
and agree to conform to its Constitution and Bylaws and to the rules and regulations 
prescribed by its Board of Directors. I declare that the information contained herein is 
true and complete. I understand that any false statements made on this application will 
lead to rejection of my application and/or the immediate termination of my membership. I 
also understand that by providing my fax number and e-mail address, I hereby consent to 
receive faxes and e-mail messages sent by or on behalf of the Federal Bar Association, the 
Foundation of the Federal Bar Association, and the Federal Bar Building Corporation.

Signature of Applicant	 Date  
(Signature must be included for membership to be activated) 

*Contributions and dues to the FBA may be deductible by members under provisions of 
the IRS Code, such as an ordinary and necessary business expense, except 4.5% which is 
used for congressional lobbying and is not deductible. Your FBA dues include $14 for a 
yearly subscription to the FBA’s professional magazine.

Private Sector Public Sector

Dues Total: $________

m	Alternative Dispute Resolution... $15
m	Antitrust and Trade Regulation...$15
m	Bankruptcy Law......................... $10
m	Civil Rights Law.......................... $10
m	Criminal Law.............................. $10
m	Environment, Energy, and 
	 Natural Resources....................... $15
m	Federal Litigation........................ $10
m	Government Contracts............... $20
m	Health Law.................................. $10
m	 Immigration Law........................ $10
m	 Indian Law................................. $15

m	 Intellectual Property Law............ $10
m	 International Law....................... $10
m	Labor and Employment Law...... $15
m	Securities Law Section.................. $0
m	Social Security............................. $10
m	State and Local Government 
	 Relations........................................ $5
m	Taxation...................................... $15
m	Transportation and 
	 Transportation Security Law...... $20
m	Veterans Law............................... $10

Practice Area Sections

m	Federal Career Service (past/present employee of federal government).....N/C.
m	 Judiciary (past/present member or staff of a judiciary)................................N/C
m	Corporate & Association Counsels (past/present member of 
	 corporate/association counsel’s staff)............................................................... $10.
m	Senior Lawyers* (age 55 or over).................................................................... $10
m	Younger Lawyers* (age 36 or younger or admitted less than 3 years) .......N/C
*For eligibility, date of birth must be provided.

Career Divisions

Sections and Divisions Total: $________

Private Sector Public Sector
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