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	Dear Members,

     It’s been an eventful year thus far for the Pentagon Chapter.  Sean Connolly and I recently attended the mid-year FBA National Council meeting.  One topic addressed was the major overhaul of the FBA governance structure recently approved by the membership.  The new structure establishes a 15 member Board of Directors, which will assume authority in FY 2007.  Sean has been nominated to fill one of those seats, so don’t forget to cast your ballot!
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    One of our goals this year has been to strengthen the Pentagon Chapter’s ties with other bar organizations in the Capitol area, especially those who share our focus on military and veteran’s law.  On March 15th we, together with the Judge Advocates Association American Inn of Court, hosted a well-received dinner program featuring Senator Lindsey O. Graham, of South Carolina.  The program included dinner at the historic Tayloe House, followed by a presentation by Senator Graham in the ceremonial courtroom of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.  Over 70 people attended, including many leaders of the military and veteran’s bar, including Maj Gen Jack Rives, Judge Advocate General of the Air Force, RADM James McPherson, Judge Advocate General of the Navy, Judges Moorman and Kasold from the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, BG David Carey, USA (Ret.), Executive Director of the American Inns of Court Foundation, and Brig Gen Edward Rodriguez, Jr., USAFR (Ret.), President-Elect of the Judge Advocates Association.  Senator Graham reminisced about some of his experiences as an Air Force JAG, and shared his thoughts about current events affecting the military and on the relationship between uniformed and civilian attorneys in the Department of Defense.  We thank Senator Graham for joining us for this unique event.  We hope to host similar such joint projects in the future.
Upcoming Events:

     We have a full schedule of events planned for the Pentagon Chapter this Spring.  So, break out your calendars and get involved.  First is our annual “Jobs for JAGs” seminar on April 28th at the Army and Navy Club across from Farragut Square Park.  We have a full day of speakers willing to share their tips and insights on transitioning to civilian practice.  Spaces are filling up quick, so make your reservation now.  Download the reservation form from our website at http://www.fedbar.org/pentagon.html
     On May 4th we’ll be holding the next in our series of luncheon programs, featuring Chief Judge H.F. “Sparky” Gierke of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces.  Chief Judge Gierke was appointed to the Court of Appeals in 1991 and will be completing his 15 year term on September 30, 2006.  Please RSVP to our Chapter Secretary, Brian Bohlen at bohlenrb@hqda.army.mil.  Additional details are attached in the “Calendar of Events.”

     On May 18th, we’ll be co-hosting an awards dinner with the Judge Advocates Association and Judge Advocates Foundation at the Army Navy Country Club in Arlington.  We’ll be recognizing Chief Judge Gierke, MG Robert E. Murray, USA (Ret.), RADM John J. Jenkins, JAGC, USN (Ret.), and the recipients of the “2006 Outstanding Career Armed Services Attorney Awards” (active duty and reserve) for each of the services.  This annual event typically draws a substantial crowd, including the respective Judge Advocates General and civilian legal leadership of the Department of Defense.  A reservation form is attached.

     The attached calendar of events contains additional information on our programs, and other programs in the DC area that may be of interest to Pentagon Chapter Members.

Leadership Opportunities
     Leadership opportunities are available in the Pentagon Chapter.  We’re always looking for enthusiastic and energetic officers.  The time commitments are not onerous and you’ll get to meet and work with a great group of people.  Please contact me if you’re interested in getting involved.  
                                                                        Jeffrey C. Good                                             

                                                                       Chapter President   




Calendar of Events
Wednesday, March 29, 2006:  Presentation by Professor Geoffrey Corn, South Texas College of Law, on "War Crimes, Military Accountability, and Civilian Contractors," part of the War Crimes Research Office Speakers Series.  From 1200 to 1330 at American University, Washington College of Law, Room 100, 4801 Massachusetts Ave, NW, Washington, DC.  Please RSVP to mailto:warcrimes@wcl.american.edu.  For more information, visit www.nimj.com.  

Thursday, March 30, 2006:  A luncheon with Benjamin Ferencz on "The U.S. and the International Criminal Court:  The True Story."  Sponsored by the Capital Hill Chapter of the Federal Bar Association.  From 1200-1330 in room LM-139 in the Madison Building of the Library of Congress.  For more information, visit www.fedbar.org/capitolhill.html. 

Wednesday, April 19, 2006:  Meeting of the Judge Advocates Association American Inn of Court; 1745-2100.  The topic will be "Argument Do's and Don'ts - Lessons from Hollywood."  To download a flyer, visit www.jaa.org/other/Inn_Flyer_Apr.doc.

Thursday, May 4, 2006:  Monthly Luncheon, 1130 -1300, featuring Chief Judge H.F. “Sparky” Gierke, United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces.
Location:
United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces

Second Floor Foyer

450 E Street, Northwest

Washington, D.C. 20442

Judiciary Square (Redline on Metro)

Cost:  $13.00 for FBA members and $15.00 for nonmembers.  Lunch will be buffet style and include assorted deli sandwiches, a side salad, desert, and drinks.  An RSVP is required for the lunch.

RSVP to Chapter Secretary, Brian Bohlen at bohlenrb@hqda.army.mil
Look for future announcements regarding this luncheon on our website:  www.fedbar.org/pentagon.html
Wednesday & Thursday, May 17-18, 2006:  CAAF Judicial Conference:  An annual 2-day conference for all judges and practitioners, military and civilian, with an interest in the military justice system.  Sponsored by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces.  Visit http://www.armfor.uscourts.gov/ConfPage.htm for more information.
Thursday, May 18, 2006:  FBA Pentagon Chapter & Judge Advocates Association/Foundation Annual Awards Dinner.  1845 at the Army Navy County Club, honoring Chief Judge H.F. "Sparky" Gierke, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces; MG Robert E. Murray, USA (Ret.); RADM John J. Jenkins, JAGC, USN (Ret.); and the recipients of the "Outstanding Career Judge Advocate Award" (both active duty and reserve) for each of the services.  A reservation form is attached.

Thursday, December 7, 2006:  DoD/DHS Legal Leadership Reception, 1630 in the Executive Dining room of the Pentagon. 

           Judge Advocates Association
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Judge Advocates Foundation

 Pentagon Chap. of the Fed. Bar Assoc.
Awards Banquet honoring 
The Hon. H.F. “Sparky” Gierke, Chief Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for

the Armed Forces, Recipient of the JAF 
“Chief Justice Marshall Lifetime Achievement Award”; 
MG Robert Murray, USA (Ret.), Recipient of the JAA “Robinson
O. Everett Distinguished Life Service Award”; and

The Recipients of the “2006 Outstanding Career Armed Services Attorney Awards.”
May 18, 2006, Reception (6:45 p.m.), Dinner (7:30 p.m.)

Army Navy Country Club, 1700 Army Navy Drive, Arlington, VA

Reservations and Payment must be received NLT May 11, 2006.

  For Military personnel: uniform is subject to service instructions. 

For civilians: Coat and tie required. 

Contact:  Nick Grasselli at (202) 493-1744; Fax (202) 493-1749 or JAGFoundation@aol.com.  

Name _________________________________ Rank & Service______________

Guest__________________________________

Address________________________________Phone ____________________

             ________________________________E-mail____________________

Menu options:

(1)  Petite Grilled Filet Mignon with Cognac Sauce and Petite Broiled Norwegian Salmon with a Mustard Dill Sauce:  Number of meals:  _____
(2)  Petite Grilled Filet Mignon with Cognac Sauce and Petite Grilled Breast of Chicken with a Mustard Sauce:  Number of meals:  _____

(3)  Vegetarian:  Number of meals:  _____
$35 per person and guests: (_____) x $35 = _________

Make checks payable to JAF and mail to JAG Foundation,
4015 Vacation Lane, Arlington, VA 22207; or

Credit Card:
Visa ___ MasterCard ___ No. _________________________________ 
Exp Date ________
Signature ____________________________   Date _____________ \Fax to (202) 493 -1749. 



Senator Lindsey O. Graham (SC)
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