
Bar Talk
President’s Welcome Statement 
By Kelly G. Laudon

Welcome to the 2018-2019 year of the Minnesota Chap-
ter of the Federal Bar Association! September 1st marks 
the start of a new year, with plenty of exciting program-
ming and opportunities ahead. As one of the largest and 
most active chapters of the FBA, our Chapter is proud 
to offer its 900+ members multiple ways to engage with 
one another and the larger community. Our Chapter 
collaborates with our local federal courts, affinity bar 
associations, and community partners to carry out our 
core mission of strengthening the federal legal system, 
promoting the administration of justice, expanding the 
diversity of the profession, and encouraging cordial and 
friendly relations among members of the federal bench 
and bar in Minnesota. 

As an all-volunteer organization, our sixteen commit-
tees, chaired by members of our Executive Committee, 
plan and carry out the Chapter’s various initiatives, 
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A Clerk’s Tribute to Eighth Circuit Judge Diana E. Murphy
By Beth Forsythe

The entire Minnesota Congressional delegation in June 
co-sponsored House and Senate bills “to designate the 
United States Courthouse . . . in Minneapolis, Minne-
sota, as the ‘Diana E. Murphy United States Court-
house.’” Rep. Tom Emmer is the chief sponsor of H.R. 
6244, while Sen. Amy Klobuchar is the chief sponsor of 
S. 3021. If the bills are enacted, the Minneapolis federal 
courthouse will bear the name of a model jurist whose 
narrow, elegant opinions revealed her commitment to 
fair application of the law and her animus toward punc-
tuation. The naming would be a fitting honor for a wom-
an who loved being a judge, loved her colleagues, clerks, 
and court family, and who supported and inspired so 
many in our legal community. Judge Murphy died on 
May 18, 2018 at age 84. 

Judge Murphy is described frequently as a trailblazer, 
an apt moniker for the first female judge appointed to the 
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publications, and activities. Committees are the lifeblood 
of this Chapter, and offer a fantastic opportunity to get 
to know other members and take part in Chapter lead-
ership. The most meaningful way to get involved in our 
Chapter is by joining a committee, and the beginning of 
the Chapter year is a great time to start. 

A recent addition to our Chapter is the Community 
Outreach Committee, which creates broader commu-
nity programs and connections. This past year the Com-
munity Outreach Committee, working collaboratively 
with the Diversity Committee, provided high school 
students the opportunity to participate in a week-long 
Court Camp at the Minneapolis Federal Courthouse. 
They also created events in which community members 
heard first-hand a local woman’s story of Holocaust sur-
vival, and local Latino students were encouraged by law-
yers and judges to pursue a legal career and viewed the 
inspiring documentary, “Someone Like Me.” You can be 
part of making experiences like these happen by joining 
the Community Outreach or Diversity Committees.

There are a lot of ways to participate in our Chapter. 
For example, our Law School Outreach Committee 
supports student FBA chapters at our local law schools 
by connecting law students with attorney mentors and 
creating networking opportunities for students to meet 
members of our local federal bench and bar. Members 
are kept informed of Chapter events and opportunities, 
and of other matters of interest to federal practitioners, 
through the award-winning newsletter produced by the 
Bar Talk Committee and the website and emails pro-
duced by our Digital Communications Committee. 
Our Seminar Committee provides thought-leadership 
and logistical planning for our annual Federal Practice 
Seminar. Volunteers on the Membership Committee 
reach out to current, former, and prospective members, 
welcoming them to the organization and connecting them 
with the benefits of membership. Charitable grant award 
recommendations are made to the Board of Directors by 
the Grant Committee, which solicits and reviews grant 
applications from local non-profits with a connection to 

federal practice. And those focused on intellectual prop-
erty, federal criminal law, or complex civil litigation can 
engage with other members of their practice area and 
develop educational programming through service on 
the Intellectual Property Committee, White Collar 
and Criminal Law Committee, or Mass Torts and 
Class Action Practice Group. Each committee wel-
comes new volunteers. You may join a committee by con-
tacting the Committee chairs listed on pages eight-nine 
in this edition of Bar Talk and on the Chapter Initiatives 
page of our website, http://www.fedbar.org/Chapters/
Minnesota-Chapter/Chapter-Initiatives.aspx.

Opportunities to get involved are not limited to commit-
tee participation. Members can also engage in Chapter 
initiatives by attending our events, volunteering to pro-
vide pro bono representation to federal pro se litigants in 
the District of Minnesota through our Chapter’s nation-
ally-recognized Pro Se Project, or serving as a mentor 
to a law student through our Mentorship Program. 
Members are also encouraged to attend our Monthly 
Luncheons at the Minneapolis Club and our annual 
Golf Tournament and Judges’ Dinner-Dance. We 
hope our newest members of the bar will build meaning-
ful relationships and grow in their practice by attend-
ing our Newer Lawyer and Vintage events. Informa-
tion for each Chapter event is provided through regular 
Chapter email communications. If you are not receiving 
emails from the Minnesota Chapter of the Federal Bar 
Association, please reach out to our Digital Communi-
cation Co-Chairs to be added to the member email list.

Our Chapter’s exciting work would not happen without 
the dedicated volunteerism of local attorneys and judg-
es, and the door is open to everyone who wants to be in-
volved. As this new Chapter year kicks off, I encourage 
each member to get involved, both to serve and to develop 
rewarding and meaningful relationships within our local 
federal practice community. I look forward to all of us 
meeting new people and being part of the new and ongo-
ing initiatives this Chapter offers in the coming year. n 

Kelly G. Laudon is a commercial litigator with the law firm of Jones Day, and President of the Minnesota Chapter of 
the Federal Bar Association.

President’s Welcome, continued from page 1.
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Minnesota Chapter Hosts Inaugural Court Camp for High School Students
By Reggie Aligada

Fourteen high school students participated in the in-
augural year of Court Camp, a program developed in a 
partnership between the Community Outreach and Di-
versity Committees of the Minnesota Chapter and the 
District Court. This new education initiative was held at 
the Minneapolis Federal Courthouse during the week of 
June 18 – 22, 2018. A primary goal of the program was to 
help students better understand the justice system and 
prepare for a career in the law. In addition to Chapter 
Members, several volunteers from court agencies, law 
enforcement organizations, and law firms participated in 
the program. During the five-day camp, students partici-
pated in a mock trial, civics education and presentations 
by several judges, the U.S. Attorney’s Office, the Federal 
Defender’s Office and the U.S. Probation Office. Students 
attending the program came from several high schools, 
including Minneapolis and St. Paul Public Schools. Some 
of the students received school credit for participating in 
the camp.  

Several local law firms hosted lunch sessions and panel 
discussions where students met attorneys, including sev-
eral Chapter members, who discussed their career paths 
and areas of practice. Each student was paired with an 
attorney mentor who met with the student during the 
week of Court Camp. Students toured the courthouse, 
attended a naturalization ceremony and a session of Re-
entry Court, a District Court program that focuses on 
providing intensive supervision and programing to indi-
viduals on federal supervised release who have recently 
completed a prison sentence. The week’s programming 
culminated with a mock trial, with the students playing 
the roles of attorneys, jurors, and the judge in a criminal 
case.

In addition to the sponsorship of local law firms, Court 
Camp was made possible by a community outreach grant 
from the Foundation of the Federal Bar Association. n

Reggie Aligada is the First Assistant Federal Defender in the Office of the Federal Defender for the District of Minne-
sota, and a co-chair of the Community Outreach Committee for the Minnesota Chapter of the Federal Bar Association.

      

Minnesota State Patrol Trooper Kaj Meinhardt and K-9 Matka with students attending Court Camp
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District of Minnesota (1980) as well as to the Eighth Circuit 
Court of Appeals (1994), and the first woman to chair the 
United States Sentencing Commission (1999 – 2004). For 
nineteen of her years on the Eighth Circuit (1994 – 2013), 
she was the lone woman on the eleven-judge Court. Never-
theless, she persisted to give voice to the female experience 
as the Court analyzed the proper application of the law. An 
example was her majority opinion in Nelson v. Correctional 
Med. Services, 583 F.3d 522 (8th Cir. 2009). Shawanna Nel-
son was a non-violent pregnant prisoner whose legs were 
shackled by a female correctional officer to a hospital bed in 
the final stages of labor, causing permanent damage to her 
hips and back. The Court’s six-five decision to allow Nel-
son’s suit against the officer owes much to Judge Murphy’s 
non-sensationalized, common-sense female perspective: “[it 
may be inferred from the evidence that the officer recog-
nized] the shackles interfered with Nelson’s medical care, 
could be an obstacle in the event of a medical emergency, 
and caused unnecessary suffering at a time when Nelson 
would have likely been physically unable to flee because of 
the pain she was undergoing and the powerful contractions 
she was experiencing as her body worked to give birth.” 

Her strong sense of empathy informed her jurisprudence. 
In Gregory v. Dillard’s, Inc., 565 F.3d 464 (8th Cir. 2009), 
the Eighth Circuit en banc ruled that Dillard’s department 
store could not be sued for “discriminatory surveillance” 
of  thirteen African-American shoppers, which included se-
curity guards closely following shoppers around the store 
then to the dressing room, where they would wait for them 
and stare at them as they exited. The majority affirmed 
dismissal of a § 1981 claim on the basis that “[r]acially bi-
ased watchfulness, however reprehensible, does not ‘block’ 
a shopper’s attempt to contract.” Judge Murphy criticized 
the majority’s interpretation of § 1981 as inconsistent with 
the law’s purpose of protecting each shopper’s freedom of 
contract: “Section 1981 does not require as a matter of law 
that within the context of closing a contract a customer per-
sist in her attempted purchase despite overt racial hostil-
ity right up until a merchant flatly denies her service and 

forcibly ejects her from the premises.” (Note the lack of any 
punctuation until the period.)

Judge Murphy’s favorite cases were those involving Indi-
an Country. A passionate historian, she loved discerning 
the understanding of the treaties’ original signatories, as 
she did in deciding that an 1837 treaty with the Mille Lacs 
Band of Chippewa granted the tribe the disputed hunting 
and fishing rights. Mille Lacs Band of Chippewa Indians v. 
Minnesota, 861 F. Supp. 784 (D. Minn. 1989), aff’d 124 F.3d 
904 (8th Cir. 1997), aff’d 526 U.S. 172 (1999).

Perhaps Judge Murphy’s favorite single case was United 
States Jaycees v. McClure, 534 F. Supp. 766 (D. Minn. 1982). 
It came eight years after she graduated from the University 
of  Minnesota Law School, and a few years after a law firm 
partner told her she should not be a trial lawyer because 
juries do not like women. Judge Murphy ruled that the 
Jaycees must accept women as members based on the Min-
nesota public accommodations law, rejecting the Jaycees 
claim that its “men-only” rule warranted First Amendment 
protection. Although the Eighth Circuit reversed, 709 F.2d 
1560 (8th Cir. 1983), the Supreme Court ultimately agreed 
with Judge Murphy, 468 U.S. 609 (1984). 

I had the great privilege to clerk for Judge Murphy from 
2007 – 2009. She was courageous, witty, incisive, deter-
mined, imaginative, cultured, spiritual, civic-minded, 
friends with RBG, and had great taste in jackets. The re-
minders that she was a singular figure were constant, like 
the handful of times I had the pleasure of driving her car 
from the courthouse to Bobby & Steve’s to fill it with gas. 
Judge Murphy was quite particular about her car’s seat po-
sition and music, and I had received some friendly advice 
not to adjust anything in the car. Judge was five feet tall. I 
am six feet tall. So I would fold myself into the driver’s seat 
of her Cadillac and roll down Washington Avenue with her 
German opera music on blast, understanding clearly that 
while many of us aspire to be like Judge Murphy, there is 
no substitute. n 

Beth Forsythe is co-chair of Dorsey & Whitney LLP’s Government Enforcement and Corporate Investigations Group.

Judge Murphy, continued from page 1.
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Magistrate Judge Franklin L. Noel:  Celebrated as a Brilliant Jurist and a Man 
With Integrity
By Tiffany A. Blofield

United States Magistrate Judge Franklin L. Noel 
retired in August 2018 during his fourth eight-
year term after a long and illustrious career. 
Magistrate Judge Noel served in the District of 
Minnesota for almost twenty-nine years, includ-
ing as Chief Magistrate Judge from 1995 to 2002. 
Magistrate Judge Noel’s impact can be seen both 
on and off the bench where he strove to ensure 
justice for all.    

After graduating from Georgetown University 
Law Center, Magistrate Judge Noel began his 
distinguished career at the law firm of Arnold & 
Porter. He had a passion for criminal law and de-
termined that the best path to being a criminal 
defense attorney was to become a prosecutor. He 
secured a position as a prosecutor with the Dis-
trict Attorney in Philadelphia, and then in the 

Minnesota United States Attorney’s Office in 1983 where he worked for six years tackling white-collar cases, including 
complicated fraud cases. His talent made him a leader in the office. From there, he earned a place on the bench as a Unit-
ed States Magistrate Judge.      

Chief Judge John R. Tunheim described Magistrate Judge Noel as a terrific magistrate judge and a leader throughout the 
entire magistrate judge system in the country. Magistrate Judge Noel presided over many significant cases, including a 
case charging Malcolm X’s daughter Qubilah Shabazz with conspiring to assassinate religious leader and African-Ameri-
can activist Louis Farrakhan. Magistrate Judge Noel explained that “the FBI had an undercover informant who recorded 
conversations with Qubilah Shabazz about conspiring to kill Farrakhan in revenge for him having killed her father.” 
Another case that stood out for Magistrate Judge Noel was United States v. Skye Davis, one example of a case where the 
Constitution protected the rights of persons being held by police but not charged with a crime.  

Magistrate Judge Noel has also been a strong supporter of diversity and access to justice. He worked with others to create 
the minority law clerk program, and has been involved in many community outreach programs including, the Freedom 
Riders, the National Constitution Center and the Constitutional Accountability Center’s celebration of the reconstruction 
amendments, and the Open Doors program for students. Magistrate Judge Noel has been a steward for the award-win-
ning Pro Se Project, a collaborative effort of the federal bench and the Minnesota Chapter of the Federal Bar Association 
to increase access to justice for civil pro se litigants in federal court. Magistrate Judge Noel also served for six years on 
the Committee on Criminal Law of the Judicial Conference of the United States, served on the Federal Practice Commit-
tee in the District of Minnesota since the early 1990s, and taught as an adjunct professor at the University of Minnesota 
Law School.

In addition to his distinguished career, Magistrate Judge Noel is married to Ellen Perl, President of Marketing Minds, 
Inc., and has two children, Kate and Charlie, who have grown into successful young adults.

Magistrate Judge Noel’s farewell message: “Leaving the bench is very bitter sweet. I will certainly miss all of the amaz-
ing people with whom I have worked: judges, law clerks, support staff, lawyers and litigants. But, at the same time, I 
am looking forward to new adventures; read more history, write some more numismatic articles, and travel the world in 
search of the best film festivals.” 

Magistrate Judge Noel has had a distinguished career and his legacy is an inspiration to us all. He will be missed. n

Tiffany A. Blofield is a Shareholder at Winthrop & Weinstine, and a former law clerk, mentee and friend of Magistrate 
Judge Franklin L. Noel.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Noel, with his wife Ellen Perl, his son Charlie Noel, and U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Tony N. Leung, accepting an award at the Chapter’s May luncheon; L to 

R:  Ms. Perl, Magistrate Judge Noel, Mr. Noel, and Magistrate Judge Leung
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44th Annual Federal Practice Seminar and Mason Memorial Luncheon
By Brett D. Kelley

On May 24, 2018, hundreds of our colleagues ascended to 
Windows on Minnesota for the 44th Annual Federal Prac-
tice Seminar. The program featured nearly a dozen presen-
tations for both civil and criminal practitioners.

The theme of the Sixteenth Annual Mason Memorial Lun-
cheon was hate crimes. Former white supremacist Chris-
tian Picciolini gave a riveting account of how a seemingly 
normal Midwestern sixteen-year-old became the leader of 
America’s first neo-Nazi skinhead gang. Picciolini eventu-
ally broke free and rededicated his life to combating racism 
and extremism. The luncheon was preceded by a discussion 
on hate crimes featuring Hennepin County Judge Mark J. 
Kappelhoff, Lecia Brooks, and Richard Thornton. 

Attendees had multiple options for breakout discussions. 
Morning attendees had their choice of two panels. Sybil 
Dunlop moderated “Trying Cases in the Era of the Vanish-
ing Jury Trial” with Judge Susan Richard Nelson, Manny 
Atwal, Susan McPherson, and Lola Velazquez-Aguilu. Oth-
ers opted for “Representing Clients in Mediation” with An-

tone Melton-Meaux, Phillip Kitzer, Magistrate Judge Hildy 
Bowbeer, and Magistrate Judge Jeffrey J. Keyes (Ret.). Af-
ternoon attendees chose between presentations on visual 
advocacy by Kate Razavi, arbitration by Liz Kramer, and 
technology and privacy in criminal law by Professor Wil-
liam McGeveran. There were also fifteen-minute pop-up 
talks on cryptocurrencies, cell phone forensics, and email 
tracking.

Magistrate Judge Kate M. Menendez and Faegre Baker 
Daniels attorney Aaron Van Oort rounded out the seminar 
with another entertaining installment of their Supreme 
Court review. Panoramic views and cocktails followed.

A special thanks to the many presenters, panel members, 
and volunteers who made the seminar a success, and to 
the Federal Litigation Section of the FBA for its generous 
grant. n

Pictures on page 14. 
CLE Event Code: 258835, six standard hours

Brett D. Kelley is an associate at Kelley, Wolter & Scott, P.A., focusing on complex civil litigation and white collar criminal 
defense. Brett is a member of the Legal Education Committee for the Minnesota Chapter of the Federal Bar Association.

2018 Judicial Luncheons for Summer Associates and Clerks
By Charis Zimmick and Margaret Fitzpatrick

On June 28, Chief Judge John R. Tunheim hosted an annual summer luncheon for summer associates and law clerks at 
the Minneapolis federal courthouse. Judge Tunheim discussed the challenges presented by a full docket and multiple va-
cancies on the court. He reflected on the international opportunities he has had, including serving as a principal advisor 
in the development of the Kosovo Constitution. During a question-and-answer session, he talked about the importance of 
strong brief writing, familiarity with state and federal rules of procedure, and the benefits of clerking. Judge Tunheim 
also encouraged young attorneys to get involved in local and state bar associations early on in their careers.

A few weeks later, on July 10, United States District Judge Wilhelmina M. Wright hosted the second summer luncheon 
at the Minneapolis federal courthouse. Judge Wright began the talk by tracing her academic and professional history. 
She also shared her thoughts on how summer associates and law clerks may find success both as law students and as new 
attorneys. In particular, she highlighted the importance of exercising sound and ethical judgment in the representation 
of clients. The talk ended with a question-and-answer period to allow the audience an opportunity to learn more about 
Judge Wright’s career and thoughts about the judicial system. In her final answer, Judge Wright closed by emphasizing 
that, as law students poised to soon enter the practice of law, we represent tremendous resources to one another and that 
collaboration is a key to success. n

Charis Zimmick and Margaret Fitzpatrick are third-year students at the University of Wisconsin Law School and both were 
2018 summer associates at Dorsey & Whitney LLP.
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Clerk’s Corner
By Kate M. Fogarty

On June 29, 2018, Chief U.S. District Judge John R. Tunheim issued an Administrative Order on submitting elec-
tronic material to the Court. Electronic material may not be submitted in encrypted format without prior permission 
from the intended recipient, and all electronic material in an email must be provided as an attachment to the email, 
not a link to a cloud-based storage system. The order is available on the District of Minnesota website at http://www.
mnd.uscourts.gov/documents/Order-Encryption-of-Electronic-Materials.pdf.

On July 9, 2018, the Court and the District of Minnesota History Committee hosted a portrait ceremony in honor of 
the late U.S. District Judge Gunnar H. Nordbye. Chief Judge Tunheim, Senior U.S. District Judge Donald D. Alsop, 
Tom Boyd, and Andrea Bassett (Judge Nordbye’s granddaughter) spoke at the ceremony. Judge Nordbye was appoint-
ed to the District of Minnesota by President Hoover and was confirmed in 1932. He served for thirty-five years and 
was Chief Judge from 1948-1959. Judge Nordbye immigrated to the United States from Norway when he was one 
year old. He was famous for making a traditional Norwegian toast to the sun every year at the Eighth Circuit Judicial 
Conference. Judge Nordbye’s portrait is in the fifteenth floor courtroom in the Minneapolis courthouse.  

The Court and the History Committee are pleased to announce the portrait ceremony of Judge Donovan W. Frank. 
Judge Frank was appointed by President Clinton and was confirmed in 1998. He assumed senior status on October 
31, 2016. Judge Frank’s ceremony will be Friday, November 2, at 3:00 p.m. at the St. Paul federal courthouse in the 
Judge Edward J. Devitt courtroom.

Feedback regarding your experience with the Clerk’s Office is welcome at kate_fogarty@mnd.uscourts.gov.  n

Kate M. Fogarty is Clerk of Court for the District of Minnesota.  

Sr. U.S. District Judge Donald D. Alsop Portrait unveiling for the late U.S. District Judge Gunnar H. Nordbye

http://www.mnd.uscourts.gov/documents/Order-Encryption-of-Electronic-Materials.pdf
http://www.mnd.uscourts.gov/documents/Order-Encryption-of-Electronic-Materials.pdf
mailto:kate_fogarty@mnd.uscourts.gov
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Opportunities for Involvement in the Minnesota Chapter of the 
Federal Bar Association

Interested in getting involved in the Minnesota Chapter of the FBA?  
Review the list of committees and groups below,  

and feel free to reach out to the contacts  
with further questions or to get involved.

Annual Golf Tournament and Social Kick-Off Event: The Chapter’s Annual Golf Tournament is a long-standing 
annual tradition that brings together members of the bench and bar at an end-of-season celebration filled with friendly 
competition and camaraderie. To get involved, please contact chairs Phillip Goter (goter@fr.com) or Aaron Knoll (aknoll@
greeneespel.com).

Bar Talk Newsletter Committee: The Bar Talk Newsletter Committee works to provide Minnesota FBA Chapter 
members with timely and valuable information about Chapter business through quarterly publication of the award-win-
ning newsletter Bar Talk. To get involved in Bar Talk, please contact co-chairs Shannon Bjorklund (bjorklund.shannon@
dorsey.com) or Kari Dahlin (kmdahlin@arthurchapman.com). 

Community Outreach Committee: New last year to the Minnesota Chapter of the FBA, the Community Outreach 
Committee seeks to promote the Chapter’s mission “to strengthen the federal legal system, the administration of justice, 
and the rule of law” by engaging with community members, outside organizations, and schools through events, activities, 
and other programs. To get involved in the committee’s activities, please contact co-chairs Reggie Aligada (reggie_aliga-
da@fd.org), Amy Conners (aconners@bestlaw.com), Karen Schommer (karen.schommer@usdoj.gov), or Lauren A. D’Cruz 
(LDCruz@SchaeferHalleen.com).

Digital Communications Committee: The Digital Communications Committee works to provide Minnesota FBA 
Chapter members with timely and valuable information about Chapter business through the Chapter website, the events 
platform, and timely emails to members. To get involved in the Chapter website, events platform, or emails, please contact 
co-chairs Nate Louwagie (NLouwagie@carlsoncaspers.com) or Leon Wells (lwells@fwhtlaw.com). 

Diversity Committee: The mission of this committee is to further diversity and inclusion within the Minnesota Chap-
ter, our federal court system, the legal profession, and our greater community. Committee members plan events, seminars 
and networking opportunities to bring together lawyers, judges, law students and other community members. To get in-
volved, please contact co-chairs Vildan A. Teske (teske@tkkrlaw.com), Danielle Mair (Danielle_Mair@mnd.uscourts.gov), 
or Uzodima Franklin Aba-Onu (fabaonu@bassford.com).

Grant Committee: The Grant Committee solicits and evaluates applications for FBA chapter grants from organizations 
whose activities are consistent with and advance the mission of the FBA and in particular have a focus on issues that 
are federal in nature. The Committee recommends to the Board of Directors which applicants in its judgment should be 
awarded grants and in what amounts. The Grant Committee Chairs, Keiko Sugisaka (keiko.sugisaka@maslon.com) and 
Surya Saxena (surya.saxena@usdoj.gov) are always looking for new committee members. Please let them know if you 
would like to join the Committee.

Intellectual Property Committee: The Intellectual Property Committee hosts a series of events designed to highlight 
cutting-edge legal issues in IP law and to bring together the judges and lawyers who adjudicate and litigate IP cases. If 
you would like to join the IP Committee or be included in its events, please contact co-chairs Tasha Francis (tfrancis@
fr.com) or Magistrate Judge Hildy Bowbeer (Bowbeer_Chambers@mnd.uscourts.gov).

Law School Outreach Committee: Since 2012, the Law School Outreach Committee (LSOC) has served as a liaison 
connecting the Minnesota Chapter with the FBA law school divisions of each Minnesota law school. A key goal of the 
LSOC is to ensure that members of each school’s law student division get the most out of their membership by learning 
about federal practice areas, meeting members of the federal bench and bar, and cultivating relationships within the legal 
community. To further this goal, the LSOC provides the local FBA law student divisions with guidance on organizing 
events, obtaining funding, furthering diversity, and connecting with opportunities within the Minnesota Chapter and 
FBA-National. The LSOC also holds events to recognize and support law students within the Twin Cities area. To get in-
volved, please contact law school liaisons Sahr Brima (sbrima@robinskaplan.com) or Fran Kern (frances_kern@hotmail.
com). 

mailto:goter@fr.com
mailto:aknoll@greeneespel.com
mailto:aknoll@greeneespel.com
mailto:bjorklund.shannon@dorsey.com
mailto:bjorklund.shannon@dorsey.com
mailto:kmdahlin@arthurchapman.com
mailto:reggie_aligada@fd.org
mailto:reggie_aligada@fd.org
maito:aconners@bestlaw.com
mailto:karen.schommer@usdoj.gov
mailto:LDCruz@SchaeferHalleen.com
mailto:NLouwagie@carlsoncaspers.com
mailto:lwells@fwhtlaw.com
mailto:teske@tkkrlaw.com
mailto:Danielle_Mair@mnd.uscourts.gov
mailto:fabaonu@bassford.com
mailto:keiko.sugisaka@maslon.com
mailto:surya.saxena@usdoj.gov
mailto:tfrancis@fr.com
mailto:tfrancis@fr.com
mailto:Bowbeer_Chambers@mnd.uscourts.gov
mailto:sbrima@robinskaplan.com
mailto:frances_kern@hotmail.com
mailto:frances_kern@hotmail.com
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Legal Education Committee: Each summer, the Legal Education Committee organizes and presents the annual Fed-
eral Practice Seminar with the goals of fostering improvements in the practice of federal law, including the elimination of 
bias and the promotion of diversity and high standards of ethical practice, facilitating the administration of justice, and 
promoting legal education. To get involved, please contact Vice Presidents of Legal Education Laura L. Johnson (laura.
johnson@faegrebd.com) or Adam Hansen (adam@apollo-law.com).  

Mass Tort and Class Action Practice Group: The Mass Tort and Class Action Practice Group’s mission is to create a 
diverse community to address a spectrum of issues and substantive questions arising in cases in which a large number 
of plaintiffs assert common claims. The group focuses on both substantive and procedural legal developments as well as 
best practices. To get involved, please contact co-chairs Tim Griffin (timothy.griffin@stinson.com), Elizabeth Odette (ero-
dette@locklaw.com), or Melissa Weiner (mweiner@pswlaw.com).

Membership Committee: The Membership Committee is responsible for developing and implementing the Chapter’s 
annual membership recruitment and retention programs, engaging in membership outreach to new members with an 
increased focus on diversity and inclusion with respect to members from the affinity bars, public sector, in-house, and 
greater Minnesota communities, as well as updating the Chapter’s Membership Plan. Members of the Membership Com-
mittee review the Chapter’s membership reports, which FBA National submits to the Chapter monthly, and contact those 
whose memberships have recently lapsed. To get involved, please contact co-chairs Greg Brooker (greg.brooker@usdoj.
gov) or Joel Schroeder (jschroeder@bestlaw.com).  

Monthly Luncheons: From September through May of each year, the FBA hosts a monthly luncheon at the Minneapolis 
Club on a topic of interest to the federal bench and bar. In addition to a chance to hear from engaging speakers on interest-
ing topics, the lunches also offer opportunities for FBA members to network with each other and the federal judges, many 
of whom are in attendance. Please check the Chapter’s website and calendar for additional details. For more information 
about the FBA monthly lunches, please contact co-chairs Magistrate Judge David T. Schultz (dtschultz@mnd.uscourts.
gov) or Katherine Barrett Wiik (kbarrettwiik@robinskaplan.com).

Newer Lawyers Committee: The Newer Lawyers Committee is responsible for coordinating a series of monthly lun-
cheons hosted by members of Minnesota’s federal bench for lawyers who have been practicing for five years or less. These 
luncheons present an excellent opportunity for newer lawyers to gather with federal judges on an informal basis. The 
Committee also plans events as part of the “Vintage” series, a program that connects newer lawyers with “vintage” 
lawyers for storytelling and sharing insights about federal practice. To get involved, please contact co-chairs Kyle Kroll 
(kkroll@winthrop.com) or Ann Motl (AEM@fr.com).  

Pro Se Project: The Pro Se Project is a collaboration between the Minnesota District Court and the Minnesota Chapter 
of the Federal Bar Association to improve access to justice in our federal courts and to address the growing challenges 
civil pro se litigants pose to our federal judicial system. Judges refer pro se litigants to the Pro Se Project, whose goal is 
to provide civil pro se litigants with an opportunity to have a meaningful consultation with a volunteer lawyer. For more 
information on the Pro Se Project and how you can participate, contact the Pro Se Project Coordinators, Tiffany Sanders 
(proseproject@q.com or (612) 965-3711) or David Goodwin (dgoodwin@gustafsongluek.com). 

Special Events Committee: The Special Events Committee plans and organizes special events, including the FBA 
Dinner Dance, for the Minnesota Chapter. To get involved, contact co-chairs Judge Wilhelmina M. Wright (wmwright@
mnd.uscourts.gov) or Elizabeth Cowan Wright (liz.wright@faegrebd.com).

White Collar, Compliance, and Criminal Law Committee: The White Collar, Compliance, and Criminal Law Com-
mittee brings together prosecutors from the U.S. Attorney’s Office and defense attorneys practicing in federal court to 
plan CLEs and social events designed to promote collegiality among lawyers from both sides of the courtroom. To get 
involved, please contact co-chairs Amber Brennan (amber.brennan@usdoj.gov), Marnie Fearon (marnie.fearon@gpmlaw.
com), or Alexander Chiquoine (achiquoine@fredlaw.com). n

mailto:laura.johnson@faegrebd.com
mailto:laura.johnson@faegrebd.com
mailto:adam@apollo-law.com
mailto:timothy.griffin@stinson.com
mailto:erodette@locklaw.com
mailto:erodette@locklaw.com
mailto:mweiner@pswlaw.com
mailto:greg.brooker@usdoj.gov
mailto:greg.brooker@usdoj.gov
mailto:jschroeder@bestlaw.com
mailto:dtschultz@mnd.uscourts.gov
mailto:dtschultz@mnd.uscourts.gov
mailto:kbarrettwiik@robinskaplan.com
mailto:kkroll@winthrop.com
mailto:AEM@fr.com
mailto:proseproject@q.com
mailto:dgoodwin@gustafsongluek.com
mailto:wmwright@mnd.uscourts.gov
mailto:wmwright@mnd.uscourts.gov
mailto:liz.wright@faegrebd.com
mailto:amber.brennan@usdoj.gov
mailto:marnie.fearon@gpmlaw.com
mailto:marnie.fearon@gpmlaw.com
mailto:achiquoine@fredlaw.com
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Pro Se Project Update
By Tiffany A. Sanders

The Pro Se Project is an important initiative of the United States District Court for the District of Minnesota and the 
Minnesota Chapter of the Federal Bar Association to improve the administration of justice. The Pro Se Project serves 
at the pleasure of the District Court, and pro se litigant participation requires a referral from a federal judge. The goal 
of the Pro Se Project is to provide civil pro se litigants who receive a judicial referral with the opportunity to consult 
with a volunteer attorney. After the consultation, attorneys who volunteer through the Pro Se Project decide whether 
to provide additional legal assistance. And participating attorneys are eligible to receive pro bono CLE credit for their 
time spent on Pro Se Project referrals. 

In 2017 the court referred 74 cases to the Pro Se Project in a wide variety of civil causes of action. The charts below 
demonstrate 2017 Pro Se Project referrals by nature of suit in numbers and percentages. 

Over 40 law firms participated in the Pro Se Project in 2017. The generous work of the talented volunteer attorneys who 
accept Pro Se Project referrals drives the success and sustainability of the Pro Se Project. The volunteer lawyers’ incred-
ible donation of time and skill enables the Pro Se Project to serve the court, assist pro se litigants, and enhance access to 
justice. The following chart alphabetically lists the 2017 Pro Se Project participating law firms, the volunteer attorneys 
who worked directly with the court’s pro se litigants, and the total number of referrals each law firm accepted. (See table 
on facing page.)

Pro Se Project Seminar on SSDI Appeals
Since the Pro Se Project’s May 2009 inception, the court has consistently referred a large number of Social Security 
Disability Income (SSDI) appeals to the Project. Many SSDI applicants who are denied benefits find themselves without 
counsel at a time when they are most in need of legal help as SSDI appeals are often the last resort for individuals with 
disabilities to attain income. Yet, to most federal practitioners, SSDI appeals seem foreign and lackluster rendering attor-
neys reluctant to get involved. 

As a result, the Pro Se Project held a free seminar on June 27, 2018 to educate attorneys on SSDI appeals and to recruit 
additional volunteers to accept SSDI referrals. Magistrate Judge David T. Schultz, Ann Motl of Fish & Richardson, and 
Bahram Samie of the United States Attorney’s Office demystified and destigmatized SSDI appeals. Seminar attendees 
gained a better understanding of pro se litigants seeking SSDI, the SSDI administrative and appeal processes, and the 
rewarding experience of volunteering on SSDI cases. The Pro Se Project’s request for 1.5 elimination of bias CLE credits 
for the seminar is pending. 

If you would like to become a Pro Se Project volunteer, contact Tiffany A. Sanders at proseproject@q.com or  
(612) 965-3711. n

Tiffany A. Sanders is the Pro Se Project Coordinator.

mailto:proseproject@q.com
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Indicates the seven law firms participating in the Pro Se Project for the first time in 2017.

Indicates volunteer attorneys who acted as Special Settlement Conference Counsel through the Early Settlement Conference Proj-
ect (ESCP). The ESCP is an expansion of the Pro Se Project that allows volunteer attorneys to enter a limited appearance to assist 
litigants through a court-annexed settlement conference. ESCP participation requires an order from the court. If the case does not 
settle, the court will issue an additional order relieving counsel from further obligation. 

Indicates volunteer attorneys who are no longer with the law firm listed.

 
4849-9207-4861\1 

 
* Indicates the seven law firms participating in the Pro Se Project for the first time in 2017. 

1. Baillon Thome 
Jozwiak & Wanta 

Dustin W. Massie 
Adam A. Gillette⁑⁂ 2 

2. Ballard Spahr 
Kirstin D. Kanski 

Christopher M. Proczko 
Sarah Pruett 

1 

3. Bassford Remele Robin Ann Williams⁑ 
Jeffrey R. Mulder⁑ 1 

4. Bertelson Law 
Offices Beth Bertelson⁑ 1 

5. 
Blethen, Gage & 

Krause 
(Mankato) 

Alyssa Thibert Nelson 1 

6. Briggs and 
Morgan Michael Sawers 1 

7. Carlson Caspers Jeffer Ali⁑⁂ 1 

8. Collins, Buckley, 
Sauntry & Haugh 

Daniel L. McGarry 
Bryce M. Miller 2 

9. DeWalt Chawla 
Saksena* Jack DeWalt 1 

10. Dorsey & 
Whitney 

William R. Stoeri 
Daniel D. Falknor 1 

11. Drewes Law* Jonathan L. R. Drewes 
Caitlin Guilford⁂ 1 

12. Eckland & 
Blando 

Daniel J. Cragg 
Eric J. Weisenburger 2 

13. Fabian May & 
Anderson Nicholas G. B. May 1 

14. Faegre Baker 
Daniels Charles F. Webber 1 

15. Felhaber Larson David L. Hashmall 
Grant S. Gibeau 1 

16. Fish & 
Richardson* 

Stuart A. Nelson 
Ann Elizabeth Motl 1 

17. Fox Rothschild Randall J. Pattee 
Mark Schneebeck 2 

18. Fredrikson & 
Byron Timothy Billion 1 

19. Friedman Iverson Todd Murray⁑ 1 

20. 

Fryberger, 
Buchanan Smith 

& Frederick 
(Duluth) 

Donald C. Erickson 
Thomas R. Witt 2 

21. Goetz & Eckland Gregory J. Young 1 

22. Greene Espel Virginia R. McCalmont 
Caitlinrose H. Fisher 1 

 

23. Gustafson Gluek Kaitlyn Dennis 1 

24. Halunen Law Amy E. Boyle 1 

25. Hanson Lulic & 
Krall Joseph F. Lulic 1 

26. Hellmuth & 
Johnson 

Anne T. Regan 
Michael Paul 

Srodoski 
2 

27. Jones Day* 

Brendan Ballou 
Eric A. Lauria-

Banta 
Andrew D. Peters 

1 

28. Kelly A. Jeanetta 
Law Firm Kelly A. Jeanetta 2 

29. 
Law Office of 

Zorislav R. 
Leyderman 

Zorislav R. 
Leyderman 4 

30. Littler Mendelson* Joe Weiner 1 

31. Maslon Evan Nelson 
Keiko L. Sugisaka 2 

32. Meshbesher & 
Spence* Daniel Guerrero 1 

33. Nichols Kaster Michelle Kornblit 1 

34. O’Meara Leer 
Wagner & Kohl Rachael A. Hafdahl 1 

35. Peterson & 
Fishman Fay Fishman 1 

36. Robins Kaplan 
Timothy Billion 
Christopher A. 

Pinahs 
1 

37. SeilerSchindel Andrew S. Dosdall 2 

38. Stanek Law 
Office* Jon Stanek 1 

39. Stinson Leonard 
Street 

Kevin D. Conneely 
Calvin P. Hoffman 1 

40. Stoel Rives 
Margaret E. Dalton 
Andrew J. Pieper 
Adam D. Schurle 

2 

41. Trepanier 
Macgillis Battina Bryan R. Battina 1 

42. Warner Law 
Office Daniel E. Warner⁑ 1 

43. 
Weinrich Law 

Office 
(Rochester) 

Gerald S. Weinrich 1 

44. Winthrop & 
Weinstine 

Ian M. Rubenstrunk 
Kyle R. Kroll 1 

 

*

* *

 ***
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Minnesota Chapter Co-Sponsors Girl Scout IP Law Event at St. Paul Courthouse
By Ann Motl and Tasha Francis

On Saturday, April 21, 2018, the St. Paul federal courthouse hosted special guests, approximately fifty Girl Scouts. The 
Intellectual Property and Law School Outreach committees of the Minnesota Chapter of the Federal Bar Association and 
the District of Minnesota Court co-sponsored an event for local Girl Scouts to earn their Intellectual Property Patch and 
Inventor’s Badge. A dozen volunteers, including U.S. Magistrate Judges Hildy Bowbeer and Becky R. Thorson, spent the 
morning teaching the Girl Scouts about the basic tenets of intellectual property law and the court system.

Throughout the morning, the Girl Scouts learned about patents, trademarks, and copyrights. The Girl Scouts used their 
creative abilities to come up with a new invention, “draft” patent applications, brainstorm trademarks, and learn about 
copyrights by generating poems or songs about their new invention. A special highlight of the day was visiting the 
chambers and courtrooms of Magistrate Judges Bowbeer and Thorson and acting as judge, advocate, and jury during 
mini-trials.

Based on the success of this event, a similar event is being planned for April 2019. 

Ann Motl is an intellectual property litigation associate at Fish and Richardson, and is one of the Newer Lawyer Committee 
co-chairs for the Minnesota Chapter of the Federal Bar Association. Tasha Francis co-chairs the Intellectual Property Com-
mittee for the Minnesota Chapter of the Federal Bar Association and is a patent litigation associate at Fish & Richardson. 

Girl Scouts working in teams to develop intellectual property, 
with Tasha Francis looking on

U.S. Magistrate Judges Becky R. Thorson and Hildy Bowbeer with Girl Scouts

U.S. Magistrate Fudge Hildy Bowbeer in her courtroom with Girl Scouts
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44th Annual Federal Practice Seminar

U.S. District Judge Susan Richard Nelson welcoming attendees

Presenter Kate Razavi speaking about visual advocacy

Mason Memorial Luncheon speaker Christian Picciolini describing 
his transformation from neo-Nazi skinhead to anti-hate advocate

Panel discussing the rise of hate crimes, L to R: Lecia Brooks, 
Hennepin County District Judge Mark Kappelhoff, and  

Richard Thornton

Panel discussing jury trial strategy, L to R: Manny Atwal, Sybil Dunlop, U.S. 
District Judge Susan Richard Nelson, Lola Velazquez-Aguilu and  

Susan McPherson
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What’s Happening in the Minnesota Chapter?
 
2018-2019 Monthly Luncheon Series
The Minnesota Chapter’s monthly luncheons for the 2018-2019 season will be held at noon on the second Wednesday of 
each month, from September through May, at the Minneapolis Club, 729 Second Ave. S. The dates are as follows:  

September 12
October 10

November 14
December 12

January 9
February 13

March 13
April 10
May 8

You can register for a season pass on the Chapter website.

Minneapolis Club 
729 2nd Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 
 

October 5-7: Lodged Out Retreat for Newer Lawyers
This event—cosponsored by The FBA Newer Lawyers section, the Minnesota State Bar Association New Lawyers Sec-
tion, and Zimmerman Reed, and coordinated by local outdoorsy retreat company Lodged Out—was created to get newer 
lawyers outside to play like we used to. It features canoeing, hiking, campfires, healthy camp food, and no cell reception 
at a unique camp in the pristine Boundary Waters Canoe Area. In addition to making new friends and expanding your 
professional network, we hope you come back refreshed and recharged.

Location: YMCA Camp Menogyn, Boundary Waters Canoe Area, Grand Marais, MN
Tickets and information: lawyer.lodgedout.com
Questions: bobbilee@lodgedout.com 
 

October 23:  CLE on Implicit Bias Hosted by Diversity Committee
The Diversity Committee is pleased to host a CLE featuring District Judge Mark W. Bennett of the Northern District of 
Iowa addressing implicit bias. Judge Bennett is a nationally recognized expert and scholar on implicit bias, having con-
ducted empirical research, published numerous articles, and presented to thousands of state and federal judges and law-
yers throughout the country. His presentation provides a thorough overview of implicit bias, including its psychological 
underpinnings grounded in stereotyping and priming, neuroscience and social science studies, and the measurement and 
examination of implicit bias in oneself. Judge Bennett will also discuss the impact of implicit bias on the legal profession, 
including studies on the effect of implicit bias on judges and juries. 

Time: 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Location: Stinson Leonard Street, 50 S. Sixth Street, Suite 2600, Minneapolis  
Registration: http://www.fedbar.org/calendar.aspx
Questions: kitzer@tkkrlaw.com 

mailto:lawyer.lodgedout.com
mailto:bobbilee@lodgedout.com
http://www.fedbar.org/calendar.aspx
mailto:kitzer@tkkrlaw.com


Upcoming Events:

October 5-7, 2018
Newer Lawyers’ Lodged 
Out Retreat
Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area

October 10, 2018
Monthly Luncheon 
“Community-Driven Gov-
ernance for Minnesota’s 
Capital City”
Hon. Melvin W. Carter, III
Mayor of Saint Paul
12:00 pm
Minneapolis Club

October 23, 2018
Implicit Bias CLE
U.S. District Judge Mark 
W. Bennett
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Stinson Leonard Street in 
Minneapolis

November 14, 2018
Monthly Luncheon
12:00 pm
Minneapolis Club

December 12, 2018
Monthly Luncheon
12:00 pm
Minneapolis Club

January 9, 2018
Monthly Luncheon
12:00 pm
Minneapolis Club
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Bar Talk is the official newsletter of the Minnesota Chapter of the Federal Bar Association, 
published quarterly by the Communications Committee. For any inquiries or article sugges-
tions, please contact Shannon Bjorklund (bjorklund.shannon@dorsey.com) or Kari Dahlin 
(kmdahlin@arthurchapman.com).

A special thank you to Rebecca Baertsch, Judicial Assistant to Judge Donovan W. Frank, 
for her proofreading expertise, and Taya Swenson Schmid, Dorsey & Whitney LLP, for her 
layout assistance.

Thank you to Xact Data Discovery for printing this issue of Bar Talk.

Online Registration:

The Minnesota Chapter of the FBA utilizes an online registration system for the monthly 
Minneapolis Club luncheons. A registration link will be sent to you via e-mail for each lun-
cheon. One feature of the system is the automatic calendar entry; just click “Add to Calendar” 
from the registration system or your confirmation e-mail. Registration coordinators have the 
option to register multiple attendees in a single registration. Also, Season Pass Holders must 
register for each luncheon online to select their meal choice and confirm their attendance. 

Want to get involved in the Minnesota Chapter  
of the Federal Bar Association?  

Turn to pages 8 and 9 for a list of opportunities.

mailto:bjorklund.shannon@dorsey.com
mailto:kmdahlin@arthurchapman.com
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