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Chapter earns national recognition 

By Adine S. Momoh 

 The 2013 FBA Annual Meet-
ing and Convention was held from 
September 26-28, 2013, in beautiful 
San Juan, Puerto Rico.  Attendees 
had the opportunity to stroll down 
the streets of the historic Old San 
Juan, sample a variety of foods in 
authentic local restaurants, hike in 
the national El Yunque rainforest, 
kayak in the magical biolumines-
cent bays, and relax on warm 
beaches.  Attendees also had access 
to a wide selection of CLEs and so-
cial activities, which allowed atten-
dees to connect with FBA members 
from across the United States.  As in 
past years, the Minnesota Chapter 
had one of the largest Chapter rep-
resentations at the Convention and 
was recognized as the second larg-
est FBA Chapter in the country.  
The support, dedication, and stew-
ardship of federal judges, attorneys 
and law students in the District of 
Minnesota continue to make the Minnesota Chapter out-
standing.  It is no surprise that the FBA continues to rec-
ognize the Minnesota Chapter for its excellence. 

 In 2013, the Minnesota Chapter received the fol-
lowing awards: 

Presidential Excellence Award 

 The FBA recognizes the diligent work and accom-
plishments that outstanding Chapters have made 
throughout the year.  Two levels of recognition are 
awarded annually: (1) Presidential Achievement Awards 
and (2) Presidential Excellence Awards.  All Chapters 
achieving objective criteria set by the FBA Awards Com-

mittee receive the Presidential Achievement Award.  
However, those Chapters that have done a superior job in 
exceeding the objective criteria receive the Presidential 
Excellence Award. 

(Continued on Page 9) 
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The Minnesota Chapter earned a Presidential Excellence Award at the FBA Na-

tional Convention in Puerto Rico. Accepting the award on behalf of the Minnesota 

Chapter were: Dan Hedlund, Tara Norgaard, Jeannette Bazis, Anh Le Kremer, and 

Adine Momoh. Representatives from other chapters are also pictured. (Photo cour-

tesy of Adine S. Momoh) 
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Vildan Teske receives achievement award 
By Adine S. Momoh 

 On September 26, 2013, Vildan Teske, a part-
ner at Crowder, Teske, Katz & Micko PLLP, received 
the inaugural Robyn J. Spalter Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award. 

 By way of background, the FBA’s Younger 
Lawyers Division wanted to present an award that hon-
ors FBA members who (i) began their involvement with 
the FBA as “younger attorneys,” (ii) achieved success in 
the FBA and in their legal career, and (iii) distinguished 
themselves in participating in FBA-related activities, 
especially those that mostly pertain to younger or 
newly admitted attorneys.  One of the biggest chal-
lenges of the YLD Outstanding Achievement Award 
Committee was finding a namesake for the award.  But 
when the Committee received word of past-FBA Na-
tional President Robyn Spalter’s untimely passing in 
May 2012, the choice was obvious. 

 Robyn was an active member in several 
Chapters of the FBA throughout her career including 
the New Orleans, Broward County and South Florida 
Chapters.  Robyn also served as national chair of the 
YLD, and then made her way to Vice President for 
the Fifth Circuit, and eventually became a National 
FBA President from 2005 to 2006.  Robyn embodied 
the essence of the YLD Outstanding Achievement Award 
because as she climbed the national FBA leadership ladder 
to become President, she “always focused on the impor-
tance of new and younger lawyers and the role that they 
would play in the future growth of the FBA.”  Robyn’s 
extensive service exemplified the high standard of dedi-
cated service to the FBA and the community at large that 
the YLD wants to both recognize and inspire of others. 

 Given this backdrop, Vildan was quite deserving of 
the award.  Vildan has always looked for ways to encourage 
younger lawyers to join the FBA and enhance their experi-
ence and involvement both locally and nationally once they 
are members.  The majority of Vildan’s practice has centered 
around complex consumer financial litigation. In recent 
years, she has represented thousands of service members in 
class action and individual litigation against some of the larg-
est financial institutions in the country. She is a graduate of 
the University of Minnesota Law School and University of 
Minnesota Carlson School of Management. 

 Vildan has been an active member of the FBA for over 
eighteen years.  During this time, Vildan has been a committed and 
active member of the FBA on the national level, in the Minnesota 
Chapter and for a short time, the Atlanta Chapter.  With regard to 
her national involvement, Vildan was a board member of the YLD 

and held various positions in the YLD’s leadership ladder, eventu-
ally serving as Chair of the YLD from 2003 to 2004.  In that role, she 
and the YLD board encouraged the FBA Chapters to have sections 
or committees for their younger and newer attorney members, if 
they did not already.  Vildan also served on the national Executive 
Committee, a three-year term on the Editorial Board of The Federal 
Lawyer, and was appointed to national FBA committees and task 
force positions, including the Constitution and Bylaws Committee, 
Membership Committee, and Special Committee on Diversity, 
among others. 

 With regard to her local involvement, Vildan 
founded the Minnesota Chapter’s Newer Lawyers Com-
mittee and its Monthly Brown Bag Lunches program with 
the federal bench in Minnesota (now known as the Newer 
Lawyers Lunch program). 

- Adine S. Momoh is a member of the Communications 
Committee and a trial attorney at Leonard, Street and 
Deinard, P.A., where her practice consists of complex 
business and commercial litigation, securities litigation, 
estates and trusts litigation, and banking and financial 
services representation in the firm’s Business and Com-
mercial Litigation group, with a focus on creditors’ rights 
and bankruptcy.   

Minnesota Chapter member Vildan Teske (center), re-

ceived the Robyn J. Spalter Outstanding Achievement 

Award at the FBA Convention in Puerto Rico. She is pic-

tured with Adine S. Momoh, chair of the YLD Robyn J. 

Spalter Outstanding Achievement Award Committee, and 

Amy Schartz, sister of Robyn J. Spalter and guest speaker. 

(photo courtesy of Adine S. Momoh) 
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District hosts judges from around the world 
Judges from Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan visited the District of Minnesota this fall 

Members of the Kyrgyzstan judicial delegation visited the District of Minnesota from September 28 through October 5, 

2013 as part of the Open World Program. The week-long program promote mutual understanding between Minnesota 

judges and their Kyrgyz counterparts. They are shown with the Hon. Michael J. Davis, and the Hon. John R. Tunheim, and 

with members of their host families and District Court staff. (Photo courtesy of Deborah Lutjens, World Services of La 

Crosse.) 

Members of the Uzbek 

Judicial delegation vis-

ited the District of Min-

nesota on November 4 

and 5, as part of the De-

partment of State’s In-

ternational Visitor Lead-

ership Program. They 

are shown with the Hon. 

Paul A. Magnuson, the 

Hon. John R. Tunheim, 

and the Hon. Tony N. 

Leung. (Photo courtesy 

of Courtney White, 

United States District 

Court.) 
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By Paige Stradley 

A s I walked through the lobby of the IDS Center on 

my typical caffeine run, I smiled to myself as I saw sev-

eral people standing and reading placards.  There was a 

steady stream of contemplative individuals and small 

groups either reading silently or immersed in avid discus-

sion.  It had been like this yesterday, and it would be the 

same tomorrow.  The placards were part of the traveling 

Lawyers Without Rights Exhibit, brought to Minnesota by 

the United States District Court for the District of Minne-

sota as part of its community outreach regarding the rule 

of law and, by any definition of the word, was a huge suc-

cess.  Each placard consisted of text and images exploring 

the exclusion of Jewish judges, prosecutors, and lawyers 

from the German justice system, and the resulting impact 

of that exclusion during the Nazi era.  The exhibit begins 

by explaining the role of Jewish lawyers* in Germany to-

ward the end of the Weimar Republic, a time when ap-

proximately half of the 3,400 lawyers in Berlin were of 

Jewish descent and a time when anti-Semitism and 

propaganda against Jewish lawyers were beginning to 

gain steam. 

 As the Exhibit explains, it was March 31, 1933 

when the Kerrl Decree was published, serving as an offi-

cial basis to refuse Jewish judges, public prosecutors, and 

lawyers access to the Prussian court system. And it was 

September 1938 when all Jewish lawyers were banned 

from practicing their profession.  The Lawyers Without 

Rights Exhibit lays out the succession of laws that eventu-

ally led to the complete exclusion of Jewish lawyers from 

the legal system and German society.  But the exhibit 

does more than simply provide a timeline of laws; pep-

pered throughout the exhibit are the stories of individual 

Jewish lawyers.  For instance, the exhibit tells the story of 

Dr. Julius Magnus, a renowned industrial and intellectual 

property attorney and editor of Juristische Wochenschrift, 

who was captured in Holland, transported to Westerbork 

concentration camp, and died in Theresienstadt (Terezin).  

These stories of individual Jewish lawyers fit in perfectly 

with the discussion of the German legal society as a 

(Continued on next page) 

“A Vivid Reminder” 

The Lawyers Without Rights Exhibit was displayed at the IDS Center in November.  (Photo by Paige Stradley) 
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 whole, allowing exhibit goers to 

gain a greater understanding of both 

the overall rule of law in Germany 

at this time as well as how the per-

version of the rule of law impacted 

individuals. 

 In conjunction with the Exhibit, 

several events were planned throughout 

the months of October and November, 

starting with the Opening Ceremony on 

October 24th.  The Opening Ceremony 

was held at the Federal Courthouse in 

Minneapolis and included remarks by 

many notables in the community—Chief 

Judge Michael J. Davis, Judge Susan Rich-

ard Nelson, Justice David R. Stras, Profes-

sor Oren Gross, Steve Hunegs, and Hon-

orary German Consul Christa Tiefen-

bacher-Hudson.  A presentation of The 

Butterfly Songs, based on poetry written by children in the Terezin 

concentration camp, was presented by Momoko Tanno. 

 In addition to the Opening Ceremony, a commemo-

ration of the 75th Anniversary of the Kristallnacht (Night of the 

Broken Glass) took place on November 7th at the Rotunda of 

the Capital Building.  As Steve Hunegs recently explained in 

his article “Lawyers Without Rights: Jewish Lawyers in Ger-

many Under the Third Reich,” Kristallnacht refers to: 

[T]he night of November 9 - 10, 1938, in Ger-
many and Austria which, within the course 
of just a few hours, 815 shops, 171 homes, 
and 76 synagogues were destroyed; an addi-
tional 191 synagogues were set on fire; 36 
Jews were murdered, another 36 seriously 
injured, and some 20,000 were arrested and 
sent to concentration camps. The Kristall-
nacht marked Germany's final descent into 
the abyss of its barbarity which would pre-
cipitate the Second World War and Holo-
caust and result in tens of millions of deaths 
in Europe. 

The universality and import of the message gleaned from Kristall-

nacht and the Lawyers Without Rights Exhibit is evidenced by the 

variety of those who attended the Commemoration: judges, mem-

bers of the legal community, politicians, Rabbis, citizens, and, sig-

nificantly, four Holocaust survivors. 

 The Lawyers Without Rights inspired events contin-

ued with a sold-out symposium on the Nuremburg trials and 

the world’s response to genocide held at the University of 

Minnesota Law School.  The symposium included distin-

guished scholars, law professors, Holocaust survivors, and 

Sandra Schulberg, who edited and created a moving docu-

mentary from video footage taken during the  

(Continued on Page 12) 

Minnesota Chapter Board Member Dulce Foster of Fredrikson & 

Byron presented at the Nuremberg Symposium, hosted by the 

University of Minnesota Law School on Nov. 15. (Photo by Tony 

Nelson, courtesy of the University of Minnesota Law School) 

Momoko Tanno and Tom Pletscher performed The Butterfly Songs, based 

on poetry written by children in the Terezin concentration camp, at the 

Lawyers Without Rights opening ceremony. (Photo courtesy of Courtney 

White, United States District Court) 
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By Jeff Justman  

 Imagine it is 2010 and you are 
an out-of-state practitioner tasked 
with understanding how to navigate a 
civil case filed in the United States 
District Court for the District of Min-
nesota.  You are, for better or worse, 
without the help of sophisticated local 
counsel to help comply with the 
Court’s local rules.  Being erudite 
yourself, you consult the Local Rules 
of the United States District Court for 
the District of Minnesota (the “Local 
Rules”).  And you find, much to your 
dismay, that the Local Rules are out of 
date.  They include cross-references to 
rules that no longer exist.  They in-
clude outmoded language inconsis-
tent with restyled Federal Rules.  You 
have a quandary on your hands. 

 Such was the dilemma posed 
to members of the Federal Practice 
Committee for the District of Minne-
sota.  Dubbed the Style Council, this 
group spent years of time and effort 

restyling the Local Rules, updating 
cross-references thereto, and, as mem-
ber Jeannette Bazis of Greene Espel 
PLLP explained, making “everything 
make sense.” 

 The committee solicited input 
from all of the key decision makers: 
judges, court staff, and practitioners.  
It asked for rules deemed inaccurate 
or irrelevant.  For each Local Rule, it 
posed the questions: “Does it still 
make sense?” “What does this really 
mean?” “Do practitioners and judges 
actually follow this rule in practice?”  
Over nearly three years, the commit-
tee undertook all linguistic challenges, 
including debating commas, periods, 
and semi-colons.  It proposed updates 
to the broader Federal Practice Com-
mittee, and ultimately, to the bench 
and bar of the District. 

 At the end of 2013, that proc-

ess is nearly complete.  With the ex-

ception of Local Rules regarding at-

torney discipline (83.6) and “free 

press/ fair trial” (83.2), all Local Rules 

have been updated, approved by the 

Federal Practice Committee, been 

made available for public comment, 

and been published in an updated, 

restyled format.  The process owes its 

success to countless committee mem-

bers, court staff, and judges.  And as 

any out-of-state practitioner can con-

clude, the newly restyled Local Rules 

avoid the linguistic traps for the un-

wary.   

- Jeff Justman is an attorney at Faegre 

Baker Daniels, specializing in trade 

secret and securities litigation, and 

has been a member of the Communi-

cations Committee since 2009. 

Federal Practice Committee Nears 

Completion of Restyling Process 

CM/ECF Upgrade 

 In October, the Clerk’s Office upgraded ECF to 

version 6.1.  While most of the features of this upgrade 

affect internal court users, there are some enhancements 

that attorneys e-filers will notice.  These enhancements 

include a mobile query interface that offers a simplified 

user experienced optimized for display on mobile de-

vices.  In addition, users can now access other court 

PACER links directly from the Utilities menu in ECF.  For 

more information on how CM/ECF version 6.1 affects 

attorney e-filers and PACER users, visit the Court’s web-

site at www.mnd.uscourts.gov and click on the CM/ECF 

tab, Reference Guides and User’s Manuals. 

Fee Changes 

 As of December 1, 2013, it will cost $505 to file an 

appeal, $64 to retrieve a box of records from the Federal 

Records Center or National Archives, and $39 to retrieve 

any additional box of records.  You will be instructed to 

pay the correct appellate filing fee through Pay.gov when 

filing a notice of appeal in CM/ECF. 

Clerk’s Corner is provided by Tricia Pepin, Chief Deputy 

Clerk, and Lou Jean Gleason, Operations Manager. 

 

Clerk’s Corner: Upgrades to CM/ECF, changes in fees 
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By Casey Stanley 

 It seems that nearly every day there is a new 

headline about a recently revealed National Security 

Agency surveillance program. On November 12th, the Wil-

liam Mitchell Federal Bar Association, in partnership with 

the National Security & Law Society, Federalist Society, 

and Criminal Law Society, hosted the panel discussion 

“National Security & Civil Liberties in the 21st Century.” 

The speakers included former U.S. District of Minnesota 

Chief Judge James M. Rosenbaum, Professor Robert 

Turner of the Center for National Security Law at the Uni-

versity of Virginia Law School, and former FBI agent and 

9/11 whistleblower Coleen Rowley. The panelists en-

gaged in an extremely spirited discussion about the need 

to protect against terrorism while safeguarding American 

citizens’ privacy. They also debated what the Fourth 

Amendment and a reasonable expectation of privacy 

should mean in the digital age. The room was nearly filled 

to capacity with 80 students in attendance. Prof. Turner 

and Ms. Rowley are eager to participate in a follow-up 

event spring semester. 

- Casey Stanley is a third-year law student at William 

Mitchell and is President of the William Mitchell College 

of Law Federal Bar Association.  

The Hon. James M. Rosenbaum (Ret.) spoke recently at a panel discussion hosted by William Mitchell College 

of Law. Also on the panel were University of Virginia Law School Professor Robert Turner and former FBI 

agent Coleen Rowley. (Photo submitted by Karin Ciano) 

Law Student Reception—February 4 
This year the eighth annual Law Student Reception will be hosted by Merchant & Gould 
on February 4, 2014 from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. Each year the FBA hosts the Law Student Re-
ception with the goal of introducing law students to the those active in the federal legal 
community. This reception provides students with the opportunity to learn more about 
the FBA and its activities and to meet those who serve and practice in federal court. The 
event will include brief remarks by FBA President the Honorable Joan N. Ericksen and 
Law School Outreach Committee Co-Chair Adine Momoh. 
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By Paul A. Sand 
 Minneapolis attorney Anh Le Kremer recently 
started her three-year term on the national FBA’s board 
of directors. Kremer, a shareholder at Leonard, Street and 
Deinard, was selected by the national Nominations and 
Elections Committee and elected to the position by a vote 
of members last summer. She said she will share and 
highlight the local chapter’s successes in programs, initia-
tives, and engaging new members in her new role on the 
national board. 
 “I’m very excited to be able to contribute at a 
national level and to be able to showcase what we’ve 
done here in Minnesota,” she said. 
 Kremer said the Pro Se Project, which matches 
volunteer attorneys from the local chapter with pro se 
litigants, and efforts to involve more law students in the 
chapter are examples in which the local chapter could be 
the template for other chapters looking to accomplish 
similar goals. The local chapter’s large number of mem-
bers, high-quality programming, and track record of 
close collaboration between attorneys and judges could 
serve as a national model, she said. 
 “Our Chapter’s rich history, and the things that it 
has accomplished over the years, serves as a wonderful 
example of how the FBA can successfully serve the needs 
of the federal court and the federal practitioners through 
the work of a robust local chapter,” Kremer said. 
 Kremer, whose three-year term began on Octo-
ber 1, joins the board of directors as one of twelve elected 
members. The board, which also includes three officers 
and four ex officio members, oversees the national or-
ganization. Kremer also serves as the chair for the Inter-
national Law Section and previously served two terms as 
Vice President for the Eighth Circuit.  
 Although Kremer is actively involved in leading 
the national organization, she remains engaged in the 
local chapter. Kremer said she became involved in the 
local chapter in 2001 because she wanted to practice law 
in federal court. Since then she has held a number of 
leadership positions—secretary, membership chair, and 
overseeing law school awards. Kremer now serves on the 
executive committee and as co-chair with Judge Jeanne J. 
Graham of the special events committee, which plans the 
annual judges’ dinner dance.  
 “We have a wonderful history and tradition in 
Minnesota,” Kremer said. “Our experience here could be 
valuable in other circuits.” 
- Paul A. Sand is an attorney at Larson King and a mem-
ber of the Communications Committee. 

“Our Chapter’s rich history, 

and the things that it has ac-

complished over the years, 

serves as a wonderful example 

of how the FBA can success-

fully serve the needs of the fed-

eral court and the federal prac-

titioners through the work of a 

robust local chapter.”  

- Anh Le Kremer 

Kremer elected to FBA National Board 

Anh Le Kremer 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

 For the second year in a row, the 
Minnesota Chapter received the 2013 Presi-
dential Excellence Award, the highest 
award that a Chapter can receive from the 
FBA. 

Outstanding Newsletter Recognition 
Award  

 The FBA Newsletter Recogni-
tion Awards recognize the best news-
letters published by Chapters, as well 
as those published by sections, divi-
sions, and committees to stimulate 
and encourage continued production 
of these valuable communication 
tools.  Judging of the newsletters fo-
cuses on overall sustained quality of 
the publication and emphasizes ser-
vice to the membership. Judges also 
consider content, creativity, and de-
sign of the publication. 

 For the third year in a row, 
the Minnesota Chapter received the 
2013 Outstanding Newsletter Recog-
nition Award for its exceptional pub-
lication Bar Talk.  The Minnesota 
Chapter’s Communication Committee 
publishes Bar Talk quarterly. 

Ilene and Michael Shaw Younger 
Lawyer Public Service Grant  

 The Ilene and Michael Shaw 

Younger Lawyer Public Service Grants, 
made possible by the generous contribu-
tions of Ilene and Michael Shaw, enable 
Chapters to provide service to the public 
through the development and implementa-
tion of public service projects and pro bono 
law related services.  To encourage an in-
creased and continued commitment to 
public service responsibility by young law-
yers, these projects are to be administered 
under the auspices of a chapter Younger 
Lawyer Committee. 

 The Minnesota Chapter (through 
its Newer Lawyers Committee and Pro Se 
Project) received a $2,500 grant for its inau-
gural program “Newer Lawyer Training: 
Tools to be a Successful Pro Se Project Vol-
unteer.”  Through a series of three-panel 
CLE discussions on December 11, 2013, 
Magistrate Judges of the United States Dis-
trict Court for the District of Minnesota and 
experienced Pro Se Project volunteer attor-
neys provided concrete techniques and 
tools that newer lawyers can use to effi-
ciently and effectively manage settlement 
negotiations and the litigation process of 
pro bono cases. 

Additional Awards Received by 
Minnesota Chapter Members 

 Also of note, Tara Norgard, 
the Minnesota Chapter Vice President 
for the Eighth Circuit, received a Vice 
President for the Circuits Outstanding 

Service Award.  This award is pre-
sented to those circuit vice presidents 
who exemplify outstanding service 
and leadership both within their cir-
cuit and nationwide. 

 Additionally, Vildan Teske re-
ceived the 2013 Robyn J. Spalter Out-
standing Achievement Award, which hon-
ors FBA members who began their involve-
ment with the FBA as “younger attorneys” 
and achieved success in the FBA (i.e., 
through developing programming, etc.) 
and in their legal career. 

- Adine S. Momoh is a member of the 
Communications Committee and a 
trial attorney at Leonard, Street and 
Deinard, P.A., where her practice con-
sists of complex business and com-
mercial litigation, securities litigation, 
estates and trusts litigation, and bank-
ing and financial services representa-
tion in the firm’s Business and Com-
mercial Litigation group, with a focus 
on creditors’ rights and bankruptcy.  
Ms. Momoh is also a board member 
of the National Board of Directors for 
the FBA Younger Lawyers Division, a 
board member of the Minnesota 
Chapter’s Board of Directors and a 
former law clerk to the Honorable 
Jeanne J. Graham, United States Dis-
trict Court for the District of Minne-
sota. 

The Minnesota Chapter of the Federal Bar Association earned the Presidential Excellence Award, the Outstanding Newslet-

ter Award, and the Ilene and Michael Shaw Younger Lawyer Public Service Grant.  (Photos by Adine S. Momoh) 
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By Tiffany Sanders 
 
 Pro Se Project’s Outreach and Training for Newer Lawyers 
 The Pro Se Project, in conjunction with the 

Newer Lawyers Committee, conducted its third 

CLE this year with a success-

f u l  s e m i n a r  t i t l e d , 

“Techniques and Tools for 

the Efficient Volunteer Law-

yer.”  In the December 11, 

2013 half-day session, Magis-

trate Judges and experienced 

Pro Se Project volunteer at-

torneys educated newer law-

yers on efficiently and effec-

tively managing the litiga-

tion process and early settle-

ment negotiations of cases 

through the Pro Se Project.   

The panelists provided prac-

tical tips and pointers and 

shared their own experiences 

to allay newer lawyers’ con-

cerns about taking on a pro 

bono  case due to lack of ex-

perience, limited time and 

resources, and general uncer-

tainty in handling and man-

aging challenging or difficult 

clients.  The presenters in-

c l ud ed :  T h e  Hono r a b l e 

Franklin L. Noel, U.S. Magis-

trate Judge; The Honorable 

Jeanne J. Graham, U.S. Mag-

istrate Judge; The Honorable 

Jeffrey J. Keyes, U.S. Magistrate Judge; The Hon-

orable Steven E. Rau, U.S. Magistrate Judge; Lora 

M. Friedemann, Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.; Patrick 

R. Martin, Ogletree Deakins Nash Smoak & Stew-

art, P.C.;  Elsa Bullard, Faegre Baker Daniels;  

Adam A. Gillette,  Fruth Jamison & Elsass, PLLC; 

Scott M. Flaherty, Briggs and Morgan, P.A.; 

Nicholas G.B. May, Fabian May & Anderson, 

PLLP; Joseph D. Weiner, Littler Mendelson, P.C.;  

and Tiffany Sanders, Pro Se Project Coordinator.  

The seminar was made possi-

ble by the 2013 Ilene and Mi-

chael Shaw Younger Lawyer 

Public Service Grant the 

Chapter received from FBA 

National.   

Pilot Early Settlement Confer-

ence Project Luncheon 

 The Honorable Arthur J. 

Boylan, Chief  U.S. Magistrate 

Judge, Magistrate Judge Noel, 

and Tiffany Sanders presented on 

the Pilot Early Settlement Confer-

ence Project (ESCP) and the Pro Se 

Project at the FBA Newer Lawyer 

Monthly Luncheon on September 

27.  Chief Magistrate Judge Boy-

lan and Magistrate Judge Noel 

provided the newer lawyers in 

attendance with excellent negotia-

tion and settlement conference 

tips, client management tech-

niques, and examples of effective 

(and ineffective) strategies in 

early settlement conferences.  The 

Judges graciously answered ques-

tions from the newer lawyers and 

encouraged their participation in 

the Pro Se Project and the ESCP.   

 

Pro Se Project’s Presentation to 

the National Employment Law-

yers Association 

 

 Employment discrimination cases continue to be 

the type of case the Court most frequently refers to the Pro 

Se Project.  In an effort to increase the number of volunteer

(continued on Page 13) 

[T]hank you for your excep-

tional assistance to Bryan 

Mudrich in helping resolve 

his case against WalMart. 

Magistrate Judge Keyes told 

me how helpful you were. 

Not that we don't like to try 

cases in federal court, but tri-

als can be challenging with 

pro se plaintiffs. This is a 

great example of how the Pro 

Se Project should work, and I 

thank you for demonstrating 

the effectiveness of the pro-

gram. 

- Letter from the Hon. John R. 

Tunheim to attorney Nicolas 

G.B. May 

Pro Se Project conducts training for new lawyers 
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Business Solutions

www.nightowldiscovery.com

For more information, please contact Mara Thomas at 612.337.0448

busi•ness so•lu•tions

-\ nait aul\-

noun phrase

- e\ biz-n  s\ \s  - lü-sh  ns\e e-

1 a.

2 a.   

the act or process of partnering with a nationally trust-
ed company that possesses the unique ability to pro-
vide agnostic, world-class, integrated and innovative 
technologies, professional document management 
expertise, and efficient, accuracy-driven best practices 
to create a seamless and integrated operation

a holistic approach to analysis, providing custom solu-
tions that add value, reduce cost and streamline ser-
vices

NightOwlBusinessSolutions®

Printed Courtesy of NightOwl Discovery on Recycled Paper
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(continued from Page 5) 

Nuremberg trials.  Throughout the symposium, the role of 

Minnesotans at the Nuremburg trials was illustrated, includ-

ing comments from the last living typist at the Nuremburg 

trials— Larry Tillemans of St. Joseph, Minnesota.  The sym-

posium ended with a panel discussion by Justice David Stras, 

Dean David Wippman (Dean at the University of Minnesota 

Law School), Professor Kathryn Sikkink (Professor at the Uni-

versity of Minnesota Law School), and Dulce Foster 

(Attorney at Fredrikson & Byron).  

 As part of the last week of the Exhibit, the FBA 

monthly luncheon focused on the Lawyers Without 

Rights Exhibit, holding a panel discussion on “Anti-

semitism and the Practice of Law in Minnesota.”  And 

the month-long Exhibit and events concluded with a 

closing reception at the Twin Cities Cardozo Society Din-

ner.  The Exhibit and each of the various events inspired 

by the Exhibit serve as a tool educating people about the 

past and pushing them to think about the relationship 

between human rights, the rule of law, and the tragedy 

that can unfold when the rule of law is undermined.  

Chief Judge Michael J. Davis summed it up well in his 

letter to Exhibit goers: 

[t]he lesson to be learned from this assault 

on the rule of law is its fragility, even in a 

civilized nation, and the ease with which a 

popular ruler can employ fear to achieve 

an oppressive, totalitarian state.  It is a 

vivid reminder that we must vigilantly 

guard against any threat to a fair and just 

legal system and preserve the independ-

ence of our judiciary.  

- Paige Stradley is an associate at Merchant & Gould and 

a member of the Communications Committee.  

* Interestingly, the exhibit points out that “Jewish law-

yers” would have never described themselves as such.  

Instead,  “they were German, lawyers and Jews.”  

The Lawyers Without Rights Exhibit was displayed at the University of Minnesota Law School from Novem-

ber 14 through 16. (Photo by Tony Nelson, courtesy of University of Minnesota Law School.) 
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 attorneys to accept employment dis-

crimination cases, Magistrate Judge 

Noel and Tiffany Sanders presented  

before the National Employment 

Lawyers Association (NELA) on Oc-

tober 8, 2013 on the Pro Se Project and 

the ESCP.  Magistrate Judge Noel 

generously gave his time to answer 

lawyers’ questions about the Pro Se 

Project and employment discrimina-

tion cases of which the lawyers in 

attendance were extremely grateful.   

 Nicholas G.B. May, Fabian 

May & Anderson, and Beth Bertelson, 

Bertelson Law Offices, joined Magis-

trate Judge Noel and Ms. Sanders for 

part of the presentation to share their 

experiences through the ESCP and 

Pro Se Project respectively, and en-

couraged other plaintiff-side employ-

ment lawyers to participate in the Pro 

Se Project.  Mr. May discussed his 

experience in representing a pro se 

litigant as Special Settlement Confer-

ence Counsel through the ESCP and 

successfully resolving the case just 

prior to trial.  To show the Court’s 

appreciation, the Honorable John R. 

Tunheim wrote Mr. May regarding 

his work through the Pro Se Project, 

stating: 

[T]hank you for your 
exceptional assis-
t ance  to  B ryan 
Mudrich in helping 
resolve his case 
against WalMart. 

Magistrate Judge 
Keyes told me how 
helpful you were. 
Not that we don't 
like to try cases in 
federal court, but 
trials can be chal-
lenging with pro se 
plaintiffs. This is a 
great example of 
how the Pro Se Pro-
ject should work, and 
I thank you for dem-
onstrating the effec-
tiveness of the pro-
gram. 

 

Letter from the Honorable John R. 

Tunheim, U.S. District Judge, to 

Nicholas G.B. May, Fabian, May & 

Anderson (September 3, 2013).   

- Tiffany Sanders is the Pro Se Pro-

ject Coordinator. 

Do you want to participate in the Pro Se Project? 

The Pro Se Project is a collaboration between the Minnesota District Court and the 

Minnesota Chapter of the Federal Bar Association to improve access to justice in our 

Federal Courts and to address the growing challenges civil pro se litigants pose to our 

Federal Judicial System. The goal of the Pro Se Project is to provide civil pro selitigants 

with an opportunity to have a meaningful consultation with a volunteer lawyer.  

 

Volunteer attorneys who participate in the Pro Se Project are a tremendous help to pro 

se litigants, to our District Court, and to all Federal practitioners with paying clients. 

Each and every volunteer attorney’s efforts collectively help unclog our Federal Court 

System and make justice more accessible to those with limited means.  

To volunteer, contact Tiffany Sanders  

at proseproject@q.com.  
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Ashlee Bekish 

Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C. 
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Paul Sand 
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A special thank you to Rebecca Baertsch, Judicial Assis-
tant to the Honorable Donovan W. Frank, for her proofread-
ing expertise. 

Communications Committee 

January 22, 2014    |   12:00 p.m. 

Monthly Luncheon 

Minneapolis Club, Minneapolis  

 

February 4, 2014    |   5:00 p.m. 

Law Student Reception 

Merchant & Gould, Minneapolis  

 

February 26, 2014    |   12:00 p.m. 

Monthly Luncheon 

Minneapolis Club, Minneapolis  

 

March 26, 2014    |   12:00 p.m. 

Monthly Luncheon 

Minneapolis Club, Minneapolis  

 

April 23, 2014    |   12:00 p.m. 

Monthly Luncheon 

Minneapolis Club, Minneapolis  

 

May 3, 2014    |   12:00 p.m. 

Dinner Dance 

Minnikahda Club, Minneapolis  

 

May 28, 2014    |   12:00 p.m. 

Monthly Luncheon 

Minneapolis Club, Minneapolis  
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Bar Talk is the official newsletter of the Minne-

sota Chapter of the FBA.  It is published quar-

terly by the Communications Committee.  For 
any inquiries or article suggestions, please con-

tact: Michael Goodwin 
(michael.p.goodwin@comcast.net) or Tammy 

Schemmel (tschemmel@bgs.com). 

 

We want to communicate with you!   

If you are not receiving email announcements, in-
cluding luncheon notices, from the Minnesota 

Chapter, please ask your IT provider to  

"white list" our domain name: 
“communications@mnfedbar.org.”   

 

If that does not work, please email Tammy Schem-
mel at tschemmel@bgs.com and she will assist you. 
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