
President’s 
Message
Charles N. 
Curlett, Jr.
Chapter President

It is with great pleasure that 
we, the Maryland Chapter, 
bring to you the first edition 
of our newsletter for the 
2018-2019 year. Inside, 
you will find information 
regarding  our  recent 
activities, programs and 
successes. Of particular 
note are various programs 
recogniz ing  the  50 th 

anniversary of the death 
of Martin Luther King, 
Jr., a profile of United 
States Magistrate Judge 
David Copperthite, and an 
introduction to a new Pilot 
Project to Adopt Direct 
Assignment of Civil Cases 
to the Court’s Magistrate 
Judges by United States 
Judge Paul W. Grimm. Special
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A Legacy of 
Vision and 
Hope:
FBA MD Chapter 
Honors Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.
Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
his legacy on the fiftieth anniversary 
of his death, the FBA presented a 
fine and memorable evening in the 
U.S. District Court in Baltimore’s 
ceremonial courtroom. With almost 
one hundred participants, Judge 
Paula Xinis presided as the mistress of 
ceremonies. To start, members of the 
U.M.B.C. Jubilee Singers, expertly led 
by Professor Janice Jackson, prompted 
all to stand and sing “Lift Every Voice 
and Sing.” Chief Judge James K. Bredar 
then spoke, noting that the ceremonial 
courtroom was a particularly apt venue 
to honor Dr. King since it is a place to 
enforce civil right without engaging in 
violence. Without missing a beat and to 
great interest, Judge Xinis introduced 
recently-appointed Magistrate Judge 
Gina L. Simms, the first African 
American judge in this federal district.
Engaging in a dynamic and personal 
dialogue, Judges Xinis and Simms 
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Legacy of Vision and Hope - from page 1

President’s Message - from page 1

dialogue, Judges Xinis and Simms shared 
experiences of Dr. King’s strong influence 
upon their families and selves.

The Chapter sponsored an essay contest 
for high school students about Dr. King 
and his legacy. More than forty essays from 
fourteen different schools were submitted. 
The top three essays were presented: 
Dashyad Moton of the Alfred D. Noyes 
Children’s Center won third place and $200; 
Mia Gordon of Garrison Forest School won 
second place and $1,000; and Faith Ngundi 
of Howard High School won first place and 
$3,000. The audience was thrilled at the 
strength and vision of the essays. Professor 

Jackson followed with an indelible solo 
rendition of “If I Can Help Somebody,” one 
of Dr. King’s favorites, which was met with 
a standing ovation. The key note speaker, 
Gerald Stansbury, Maryland N.A.A.C.P. 
president, recalled that Dr. King was also 
known as the Reverend King and that his 
spirituality was his source of comfort and 
power to overcome painful adversities. Mr. 
Stansbury urged all to foster civil rights, 
which was also met with a standing ovation. 
To close, video was shown of Dr. King giving 
a last public speech the evening before he 
was assassinated. Dr. King’s passionate 
speech exhorted his audience to continue 
the fight for equality even if he would not 

make it to the end of the journey.

A lively reception followed. The essay 
winners were again congratulated. Many 
guests expressed both gratitude for the 
event honoring Dr. King and hope that the 
program would be repeated next year.

A special thanks to Anonymous and 
Kramon & Graham for their generous 
donations toward the essay prizes. Thanks 
also to Felicia Cannon, for her invaluable 
help, and to the MLK committee: Judge 
Paula Xinis, Dawn B. Resh, Nichole C. 
Gatewood, Anthony Ashton and Stephanie 
Lane-Weber.

thanks to the members of our newsletter subcommittee, Bob Brennan, Peter Killough and Jennifer DeRose. Please enjoy.

As I take the helm as President of the Maryland Chapter this year, I would like to thank our Immediate Past President Lee 
Rauch, who with skill and finesse guided our Chapter through a productive and dynamic year. I am pleased to welcome 
six new members to our Board of Directors: Adam Abelson, Thomas H. Barnard, Sean Delaney, Lindsey Freedman, Jaime 
W. Luse and Christopher J. Lyon. Lauren McLarney also joins us as the Younger Lawyer’s Representative. Together we 
look forward to continuing to foster the sense of community, camaraderie and professionalism that is endemic to the 
Federal Bar through quality programming and events.

Finally, I encourage all members of the FBA and readers of this newsletter to encourage your friends and colleagues to 
join the FBA. Our strength and value lie in the contribution and quality of our members. We look forward to welcoming 
them to our ranks.

Winning Essays:
Faith Ngundi 
Howard High School

The Black Mind
The mind is a complex, thought-riddled 
treasure, capable of comprehending 

and ignoring, belittling and uplifting, 
curing and destroying, using its immense 
abilities to transform the world. It reigns 
the bearer of ideas and inquiries; though 
sometimes dangerous, it is a beautiful 
thing to be able to translate the innovative 
and beautiful complexities of the mind 
into action, using retained knowledge 

and personal inspiration to create a new 
world, while questioning the occurrences 
in the existing one.

Nonetheless, despite the glories and 
influential nature of the mind, the Black 
Mind and the Black Being in its entirety, 

Continued on next page
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Left: First Prize winner Faith Ngundi 
of Howard High School Center, 

Co-Second Prize winner Mia Gordon 
of Garrison Forest School Right and 

Co-Second Prize winner Dashad 
Moten of the Alfred D. Noyes 
Children’s Center.

has been, for centuries, the victim of 
these capabilities: ignored, belittled, 
and destroyed by other minds claiming 
superiority, so that the worldview is tainted 
white. Before Martin Luther King became 
well-known for his monumental effort and 
involvement in the renowned Civil Rights 
Movement, Martin Luther King attended 
college at the age of fifteen, demonstrating 
the undermined intelligence of the African-
American. Through his higher education, 
exhibiting his scholarly talents in socio 
theologies, Martin Luther King revealed 
to future generations of young black men 
and women that greatness lies in the 
bowels and crevices of the Black Mind, 
powers and potentialities once overlooked 
can stimulate societal progression. He 
reminded black youth, like the millions 
of dark-skinned girls like me, that I am 
capable, keen, and driven enough to 

accomplish even those tasks that the 
world deems impossible. He reminded 
that those barriers, those obstacles, those 
walls built by society to degrade and 
dismiss because of this dark hue can be 
shattered, can be overcome; my Black 
Mind can be the one to shatter them, to 
overcome them. For it is before King even 
coordinated bus boycotts, before he even 
initiated those sit-ins at diners and coffee 
houses, before he even subjected himself 
to dozens of arrests, before he even led 
the March on Washington, before he even 
won the Nobel Peace Prize, and before he 
even took a bullet for the inextinguishable 
fire of peace that burned within him, 
that Martin Luther King demonstrated, 
through the simplest of acts, that the 
mental capacities of my Black Mind are 
limitless. I can be the highest ranking 
student in the classroom and I can use this 

complex Black Mind to shape the society 
before me.

Furthermore, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
channeled his intellectual gifts into a 
movement aimed to erase the trail of racial 
injustice left behind by slavery, a slavery in 
the form of segregation and voting barriers 
under Jim Crow. Today, we are fighting 
those same barriers in a more subtle, yet 
still persistent form: mass incarceration 
and racial profiling. King’s social initiatives 
inspire me to speak on those controversial 
issues that still plague this nation, to 
denounce the racial disparities in arrests, 
and to decry the racial bias that exists in 
our court systems. Martin Luther King 
provided me with the reminder that 
my strong voice and my complex mind 
cannot, and will not, be undermined, 
ignored, belittled or destroyed.
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Winning Essays - from page 2

Mia Gordon 
Garrison Forest School

The Promise  
of the Promised Land

Dr. King’s legacy serves as a guideline for 
how I choose to live my life. Dr. King fought 
for, lived for, and died for the fundamental 
truth that he held to be self-evident, that 

all men are created equal. His words are a 
beacon of hope, and a promise of a better 
tomorrow. His message reminds me to 
treat everyone with fairness and respect. 
I strive to conduct myself with dignity 
and discipline. No matter how someone 
looks or acts, it is not my right to judge. 
I have an obligation and a responsibility 
to listen, more than I speak, and to show 
compassion and understanding in the 

face of life’s difficulties. Dr. King’s legacy 
assures us that race, religion, wealth, 
politics, and every other divisive attribute, 
cannot withstand the strength of the 
ties that binds us - our humanity. I have 
a responsibility to all of those who have 
come before me, and to all of those who 
will come after me, to live a life of purpose. 

Continued on next page
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Winning Essays - from page 3

It is my duty to speak up when I encounter 
someone being treated unjustly. I must be 
a leader for equality and justice.

It has been half a century since Dr. King 
was assassinated. As a society we have 
come far, yet we have so far to go. At 
times, it seems as though progress stands 
still. Current events in today’s society 
reveal that racism, discrimination, and 
injustice are alive and well. Topics such 
as politics and religion are polarizing. 
People attack one another because of 
their differences. People treat others as 
“less than” because of these differences. 
As a society we are broken. We have lost 
the fundamental concept of our shared 

humanity. Dr. King spoke of a Promised 
Land, a place where differences 
would be embraced and appreciated, 
as opposed to being rejected and 
devalued. He fought for a future where 
no man would ever have to verify his  
humanity again.

It is during these troubling times, that it 
becomes apparent that we are lacking 
strong leadership. We all have the 
capability to be a leader when it comes 
to equality and justice. We lead by how 
we live our lives. We lead by listening. 
We lead by educating others. We lead by 
fighting for what is right. Each individual is 
an instrument for change. It is by finding 

our courage and our compassion that 
we shall overcome. We shall overcome 
racism, we shall overcome hatred, and 
we shall overcome ignorance. Dr. King’s 
legacy mandates that I, along with the 
rest of the world, obtain the knowledge, 
the commitment, and the fortitude to 
advance the human race.

Despite the difficulties that we face today, 
I have faith in Dr. King’s dream. It is a 
dream that I too share. Until that dream 
of justice and equality is realized, I will 
continue to do my part. I will stay true 
to my beliefs and values, secure in the 
knowledge that one day we will get to the  
Promised Land.

Dashyad Moten, 
Alfred D. Noyes Children’s Center

Martin Luther King’s Legacy  
And What It Means To Me
“If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t 
walk then crawl, but whatever you do you have to keep moving 
forward.” As a juvenile detained at Alfred D. Noyes Children Center, 
I use this quote from Martin Luther King, Jr. as a daily reminder that 
I can never lose hope and that I will make it home to be a better 
person than I was before. Just like Martin Luther King, I grew up in 
the church and was raised to see that no matter how you look, how 
old you are, or where you come from, equality should never be 
in question. Growing up not having much and being discriminated 
against in school and in the community is something that both I 
and Martin Luther King have in common along with a lot of other 
people in society.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was not his name at birth. Born on 
January 15, 1929, the civil rights leader’s name was Michael King, 
Jr. His father, who traveled to Germany in 1934, was a pastor at 
Atlanta’s Ebenezer Baptist Church. Dr. King’s father was inspired by 
the Protestant Reformation leader Martin Luther. With that being 
said, his father then changed his own name and his son’s name

Continued on next page
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Pilot Project to Adopt Direct Assignment of Civil Cases to the 
Court’s Magistrate Judges with the Consent of the Parties
By Paul W. Grimm

Introduction

At the request of Chief Judge Bredar, 
Chief Magistrate Judge Beth Gesner, 
Claudia Gibson and I investigated how 
other district courts have implemented 
programs for the direct assignment 
of cases to magistrate judges for all 
civil proceedings, with the consent 
of the parties. Judge Gesner and I 
interviewed judges from six districts 
that adopted direct assignment. 
Claudia Gibson interviewed Clerk’s 
Office personnel from the two districts 
most similarly situated to ours: The 
District of Arizona, and the District of 
Massachusetts. On March 27, 2018 we 
summarized our recommendations 
to the Strategic Planning Committee, 
which requested that a written 
description of our recommendations 
be prepared to facilitate discussion by  
the entire Court.

The Current Situation

Presently, the seven magistrate judges 
who handle both civil and criminal cases 
receive consent assignment of civil cases 
from two sources: (1) direct referral of 
cases from a district judge when the 
parties have consented (usually when 
pretrial procedures are well under way, 
often when discovery is complete and 
dispositive motions have been resolved); 
and (2) nearly all of the social security 
appeals are handled by the magistrate 
judges as a result of a longstanding 
informal arrangement reached with 
the civil division of the United States  
Attorney’s Office for the District of 
Maryland and the social security disability 
claims bar. The proposal to adopt a pilot 
project to place magistrate judges “on 
the wheel” for direct assignment of  
civil cases will be in addition to the 
above two sources of referrals, which 

will remain in place. Currently, on 
average, the magistrate judges of this 
court receive 35 consent referrals per 
judge per year, and approximately 
385 social security appeal consent 
assignments spread among the eight full 
time magistrate judges of the court.

Continued on page 7
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that was 5 years old at the time. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was a very gifted 
student at such a young age. King not 
only skipped grade nine but he also 
skipped grade 12. He then enrolled 
into Morehouse College at the age 
of 15 in 1944. Before King graduated 
from Morehouse College with his 
degree in sociology, he was ordained. 
King’s plan was not to follow the 
family vocation of becoming a Baptist 
minister. It wasn’t until Benjamin E. 
Mays, president at Morehouse College,  
convinced him.

Being African American in segregation is a 
struggle in itself already, so to go out of 
your way and try to change something that 
an aggressive and incompetent society has 
already accepted or well at least the “more 
privileged” people in society accepted it, is 
an even more irritating and depressing 
struggle. While in Elementary School, I was 
harassed because I was black. Aside from 
that, everyone that went to my school was 
either related to me or we went to church 
together. It’s embarrassing at a certain 
point in time talking about Martin Luther 
King Jr. sometimes because knowing that 

he was locked up for trying to make the 
world a better place makes me getting 
locked up for doing reckless things in the 
community look unappreciative of the 
debts paid by Dr. King to society.

One of Dr. King’s dreams that he 
mentioned in his speech that stood out to 
me was that you shouldn’t be judged by 
the color of your skin but the content of 
your character. With that being said this 
essay was not only about his legacy and 
what it means to me but about his legacy 
and how it IS Me.
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Federal Bar Association Maryland Chapter
9th Annual Golf Tournament

Join the Bench and Bar 
for our 9 t h Annual 
Columbus  Day 
Captain’s  C hoice  
Gol f  Out ing on  
Monday, October 8, 2018,  
at Hunt Valley Golf Club

Event Details:

• $160/Person*

• $120/Person*  
for Attorneys Practicing Less than 
Two (2) Years

• $100/Person*  
for Government Lawyers and Judges

• $50/Person  
for Dinner & Cocktails Only

* includes greens fees, cart, 
lunch, dinner, and cocktails.

Hunt Valley Golf Club
14101 Phoenix Road
Phoenix, Maryland 21131

Register online today at:

https://app.eventcaddy.com/
events/9th-annual-federal-bar-
association-golf-outing

*Sponsorships Available

For more information,
contact the FBA-MD Golf Committee:

Alexander M. Giles, Esquire
Semmes, Bowen & Semmes
agiles@semmes.com
(410) 576-4882

Christopher J. Lyon, Esquire
Simms Showers, LLP
cjlyon@simmsshowers.com
(443) 290-8708
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The Proposal that the Court Adopt a Three-
Year Pilot Project

Judge Gesner, Claudia Gibson and I propose that our Court adopt 
a three-year Pilot Project to explore the direct assignment of civil 
cases to the magistrate judges for all proceedings with the consent 
of the parties. The details of the Pilot are:

 
 

1. The goal is to promote the assignment of approximately 25 
additional civil consent cases per year to each of the magistrate 
judges. We recommend that we start with this somewhat 
modest goal to make sure that the magistrate judges are not 
overwhelmed with too many new consent cases, which could 
adversely affect their other duties. This target also will allow 
the Clerk’s Office staff to become familiar with the program in a 
manner that does not overwhelm their resources.

2. The experience of the other districts that have adopted direct 
assignment of cases to magistrate judges is that approximately 
25% of the cases initially assigned result in consent from all the 
parties. That means that in order to reach a target of 25 new 
consents per magistrate judge each year, we can expect that 
approximately 100 cases a year will have to be assigned to each 
judge initially.

3. When a case is filed that is assigned directly to a magistrate 
judge, the Clerk’s Office will issue a notice requiring the parties 
to file a response either consenting or not consenting to the 
assignment to the magistrate judge within 14 days. The Clerk’s 
Office will also provide to the plaintiff a copy of a standing order 
delaying/staying the filing of preliminary motions until all parties 
consent or any party declines to consent to the magistrate judge 
assignment. (But see para. 4, below.) The plaintiff will be required 
by standing order in cases directly assigned to magistrate judges 
to serve each defendant with copies of the “consent notice” and 
preliminary motions standing order when serving the summons 
and complaint. The responses to the consent notice will be filed 
electronically; however they will be private entries not accessible 
to the assigned magistrate judge (so that the magistrate judge 
will not know which party or parties did not consent). If any 
responding party declines to consent, the case will be reassigned 
to a district judge and the magistrate judge notified that consent 
from all parties was not received (but not the identity of the non-
consenting party/parties). If a plaintiff fails to respond within 14 
days of filing the complaint, or if a defendant fails to respond within 
14 days of the service date established by the proof of service filed 
with respect to such defendant, the Clerk’s Office will issue a show 
cause order requiring the non-responding party to appear in court 
before a district judge (probably the chambers judge) at regularly 
scheduled intervals to show cause why they did not respond. The 
experience of other districts is that there are few, if any, parties 
who actually appear to show cause because the order nearly 
always results in their filing their consent/declination of consent.

4. When multiple parties have been sued, but not all served at the 
same time, it may take awhile (the 90 days allowed by the rules of 
procedure in which to serve process, and longer if granted by the 
court) to determine whether all parties will consent. During this 
time the magistrate judge to whom the case has been assigned 
will monitor the case. As noted above, in order to avoid situations 
where parties that have been served file motions to dismiss which 
may become ripe before all defendants are served, an order will 
be issued with the assignment of the case to the magistrate judge 
that precludes the filing of any motions without permission of the 
assigned magistrate judge (which may be requested by filing a 
letter of three pages (single-spaced) or less, explaining the basis 
of the motion the party wishes to file). Pursuant to Federal Rule 
of Civil Procedure 6(b)(1)(A), this standing order will “toll” the 
time to file a responsive pleading or preliminary motion until all 
parties have consented, or, if there is not complete consent, until 
14 days after the case is assigned to a district judge. This way, if 
complete consent is not given, the case will not be assigned 
to a district judge with pending (perhaps ripe) motions to 
dismiss that must be resolved right away.

Continued on next page

SEPTEMBER 2018  7



FEDERAL BAR ASSOCIATION - MARYLAND CHAPTER NEWSLETTER

Pilot Project - from page 7

5. If, while the magistrate judge is waiting for the parties to 
respond with their consent/declination of consent, a party 
submits a letter that demonstrates a legitimate basis for filing 
a preliminary motion, the magistrate judge will determine 
whether it is a non-dispositive matter that can be ruled on 
by the magistrate judge, or whether the issues raised are 
of such a nature that the case should be reassigned to a 
district judge. It is hoped that reassignment to a district 
judge before consent is received from all parties will be 
infrequent, but there may be cases presenting particular 
problems or complex issues that make reassignment to a 
district judge more prudent. If so, the magistrate judges 
should not hesitate to request reassignment to a district 
judge if warranted by the circumstances of the case.

6. During the Pilot, magistrate judges will not be assigned 
cases from the following decks: intellectual property, 
maritime cases involving the arrest of a vessel, Civil RICO, 
Qui Tam, §2255s & § 2254s, TROs, all prisoner cases (subject 
to review at a later date), bankruptcy appeals, and antitrust/
securities cases. These decks were picked because of the 
complexity of the cases and the amount of time required 
to handle them. The Court is considering the feasibility of 
including for potential magistrate judge direct assignments 
cases removed to the Court from state court.

7. Throughout the three-year Pilot (but particularly during the 
first year), the Clerk’s Office, Judge Gesner and I will monitor 
the Pilot. We expect that as we gain experience, adjustments 
may be required.

8. If approved by the Court, we will need time to (1) train 
Clerk’s Office personnel, and (2) train magistrate judges 
and their chambers staff regarding case management; (3) 
coordinate with the bar (we will continue working with our 
Court’s liaison committee, and involve them in finalizing the 
details of the Pilot, to make sure we address up front as 
many concerns of the bar as possible); (4) draft standing 
orders, other orders and CMECF notifications; and (5) elicit 
feedback from and otherwise coordinate with the bar so 
as to facilitate implementation and launch of the Pilot in 
September 2018.

9. Judge Gesner has discussed the Pilot with all of the magistrate 
judges and they support it, particularly the decision to err 
on the side of caution when determining the scope of civil 
cases to be assigned during the Pilot. If experience suggests 
that more cases can be accommodated without adversely 
affecting the other duties of the magistrate judges, 
adjustments can be made.

Report on  
First Annual  
“Current Issues in 
Government Investigations”
Organized by the D.C. Chapter of the 
Federal Bar Association (FBA)

On April 26, 2018, the D.C. Chapter of the Federal Bar 
Association held its first annual seminar on “Current Issues 
in Government Investigations” at the E. Barrett Prettyman 
Federal Courthouse in Washington, DC. This annual program 
is designed to address the latest hot topics in the area of white  
collar crime. 

The stage was set in the shadows of the Department of Justice 
where four panels of experts discussed critical issues that 
impact multiple industries and disciplines. This well-attended 
and widely successful event was also made possible through 
the generous co-sponsorships of the Federal Bar Association’s 
Criminal Law Section, Federal Litigation Section and the 
Maryland Chapter, as well as the American Bar Association’s 
(ABA) White Collar Crime Committee and Committee on 
National Security and Human Rights.

The first panel focused on the unique and highly specialized 
practice of Congressional Investigations. Moderated by 
the Honorable Bart Stupak, a nine-term U.S. Congressman 
from Michigan and current partner at Venable LLP, the 
panel—which also included William Pittard (Kaiser Dillon), 
Andrew Herman (Miller Chevalier), and Chris Delacy (Holland 
& Knight)—offered rare and invaluable insights to those  
in attendance.

Continued on next page
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The second panel tackled a pressing 
issue in today’s news: How do you 
investigate so-called “leakers” and protect 
whistleblowers at the same time? Again, 
an all-star panel of experienced attorneys 
and a Wall Street Journal reporter 
engaged in a fascinating discussion 
regarding the concerns and issues faced 
by government agencies, which attempt 
to both investigate and protect individuals 
who take issues to the press. The panel 
was moderated by Mike Leotta, a former 
Assistant United States Attorney, now a 
partner at WilmerHale. Panel members 
included Arun Rau (Investigative Groups 
International), Laurel Loomis Rimon 
(O’Melveny Ryan, LLP), Baruch Weiss 
(Arnold, Porter, Kay & Scholer), and Wall 
Street Journal Reporter Del Wilber.

The afternoon keynote address was a 
fireside chat about the evolving practice of 
law and the duties inherent in government 
investigations between two long-time 
Washington insiders. The Honorable Joe 
Whitley, a shareholder at Baker Donelson 
and chair of the firm’s Government 
Enforcement and Investigations practice, 
and former U.S. Attorney in both the 
Northern and Middle Districts of Georgia, 
former Acting Associate Attorney General, 
and former first General Counsel of 
the Department of Homeland Security, 
discussed many of the pressing issues of 
the day and shared unique perspectives 
with the Honorable Kenneth (Ken) W. 
Starr, former U.S. Circuit Court Judge and 
Independent Counsel. This discussion was 
a highlight for all attendees.

The third panel addressed one 
of the most common dilemmas 
facing practit ioners who work 
with government investigations—
parallel civil-criminal investigations. 
The complex problems associated 
with parallel investigations require 
significant amounts of experience 
and are laden with minefields for the 
unwary. Guiding this discussion was 
moderator Timothy Work from Steptoe 
and Johnson. The extraordinary 
panel brought decades of DOJ and 
private experience to the discussion, 
including Barak Cohen (Perkins Coie 
LLC), Geeja Gobena (Hogan Lovells), 
Sarah Hall (Thomson Hine), and 
Assistant United States Attorney  
Roann Nichols.

Current Issues in Government Investigations - from page 8

The final panel was an entertaining and informative presentation on the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA), one of the “hottest” topics of 
government investigations. Moderator Samir Varma (Thompson Hine) led a veritable “Who’s Who” of FCPA practitioners including Gregory Bruch 
(Bruch Hannah), Charles Duross (Morrison Foster), Cheryl Scarborough (Simpson Thatcher), and Laurence Urgenson (Mayer Brown).

The D.C. FBA Chapter welcomes the opportunity to continue its partnership with other FBA sections and chapters as it begins to plan for 2019’s 
“Second Annual” program. In fact, the Chapter is proud to announce that next year will include a special “Judges” panel! Details will follow soon, 
so please mark your calendars to attend.

SEPTEMBER 2018  9
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2018 Judges’ Luncheon
On April 13, 2018, the Maryland Chapter of the Federal Bar Association held a luncheon in honor of the Honorable James K. Bredar, on his appointment 
as Chief Judge of the United States District Court, the Honorable Catherine C. Blake, on her completing her tenure as Chief Judge of the United States 
District Court, the Honorable Michelle M. Harner, on her appointment as Judge of the United States Bankruptcy Court, and the Honorable Gina L. 
Simms, on her appointment as United States Magistrate Judge. The Chapter also awarded its DiRito award, made annually to recognize service to 
the legal profession, to William C. Brennan, Jr. The event was held at the Hyatt Regency, with many judges and hundreds of members of the bar in 
attendance. It was a great event, and funds raised from it will help the chapter in sponsoring the many programs it puts on during the year.

U.S. Magistrate Judge A. David Copperthite
By Kimberly Frazier

It’s been two years since the Honorable A. 
David Copperthite was appointed as U.S. 
Magistrate Judge for the United States District 
Court for the District of Maryland. Reflecting 
on his time on the bench since that day, 
March 28, 2016, he says, “Time passes very 
quickly. It’s going well, but very quickly.” 

Judge Copperthite was born and raised 
in Baltimore, Maryland. He obtained his 
undergraduate degree from the University 
of Baltimore and attended the University 

of Baltimore School of Law. After a year 
of private practice, Judge Copperthite was 
appointed as Assistant State’s Attorney for 
Baltimore City. Thus began his thirty-year 
journey as a prosecutor, including time as 
an Assistant Attorney General for the State 
of Maryland in the Criminal Investigations 
Division, Special Assistant United States 
Attorney, Assistant United States Attorney 
for the District of Maryland, and Reserve 
JAG Officer for the United States Army. The 
Judge received many awards and honors 

during his service, including the Director’s 
Award from the Department of Justice, 
the Director’s Recognition Award from 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and 
the Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives. Currently, Judge Copperthite is 
also an Adjunct Professor at the University 
of Baltimore School of Law where he 
teaches Introduction to Advocacy. 

Continued on next page
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Judge Copperthite’s chambers present 
a detailed representation of who he is 
personally. His very stylish chambers are 
decorated with numerous pictures of his 
family, the beach, and recent travels. Music 
is a big part of his free time, and that’s 
clear from the moment you walk in. Guitar-
themed carpet, artwork, and figures are 
displayed proudly, as well as his daughters’ 
accomplishments and an area showcasing 
Maryland’s sports teams. There is a general 
“wow” factor to his chambers. 

It was not always Judge Copperthite’s plan 
to become a judge. After law school he “just 
worked,” and after about twenty years of 
practicing, he thought he could make a 
better contribution to his community as a 
judge. As a prosecutor, Judge Copperthite 
explains that he had to “learn people.” 
His thirty years of experience helped him 
understand people and where they come 
from, a skill he continues to use from the 

bench. “It’s all about reading people,” he 
explained. The Judge also believes that his 
extensive litigation background provided 
him with a good foundation to make fair 
decisions by following the law. 

As a judge,  Judge Copperthite is 
committed to “doing the right thing.” 
Speaking about the differences between 
being a prosecutor and being a judge, he 
noted that the biggest difference is that 
there is no advocacy from the bench. His 
role as judge, he explained, is to be fair 
and ensure that justice is served. Over 
these last two years, the majority of Judge 
Copperthite’s cases have been civil. The 
diversity of the cases keeps him “fresh.” 

From the bench, Judge Copperthite is also 
able to reflect on what qualities make a 
good lawyer. While it’s easy to find the 
black and white of an issue, the Judge says 
that good lawyers know how to deal with 

the gray areas; “the truth usually lies in 
the gray.” Seldom do you have a witness 
that you can prove is lying; seldom do you 
have a witness who everyone believes. 
Most of the work is done in the gray and 
good lawyers know how to navigate the 
gray area. As an example of what lawyers 
shouldn’t do, Judge Copperthite explained 
that he sees aggressive lawyering often 
in his courtroom, especially in discovery 
disputes. He advises lawyers to resist the 
aggressive style, and, instead, choose a 
style that makes them look good in front 
of the judge. Along these lines, Judge 
Copperthite further advises lawyers to 
remember that “your integrity is your stock 
in trade. Whether you are advocating in the 
courtroom or on paper, always maintain 
your integrity and ethics.” It is with this 
mindset that Judge Copperthite has 
conducted his personal and professional 
life, and how he is committed to conducting 
his tenure as Magistrate.

Board of Directors  
Year-End Meeting
The Chapter’s Board of Directors held its year-end meeting at 
the Boathouse restaurant in Canton, at which Judge Paul Grimm 
addressed the Bench-Bar Liaison Committee’s proposed Pilot Project 
to Adopt Direct Assignment of Civil Cases to the Court’s Magistrate 
Judges with the Consent of the Parties.

U.S. Magistrate Judge A. David Copperthite - from page 10

Upcoming Events
Annual Golf Outing
October 8, 2018
Hunt Valley Country Club
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