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Luncheon in Honor of Federal Judges
On March 6, 2015, the Maryland Chapter of the Federal Bar Association held its annual Luncheon in Honor of 

Federal Judges at the Hyatt Regency in downtown Baltimore.  This year’s honorees were Judge Catherine C. 

Blake, Judge Deborah K. Chasanow, Judge Theodore D. Chuang, Judge George Jarrod Hazel, Judge J. Mark 

Coulson, Judge Pamela A. Harris, and Judge Andre M. Davis. Attendees greatly appreciated the light wit and brisk 

pacing of the event’s emcee, Judge William Connelly.   As an added bonus, leftover meals from the event were 

donated to the Baltimore Station, “an innovative therapeutic residential treatment program supporting veterans 

and others who are transitioning through the cycle of poverty, addiction, and homelessness to self-sufficiency.”

OFFICERS
Stephanie Lane-Weber, President
M. Celeste Bruce, President-Elect
Mark S. Saudek, 1st Vice President

Charles N. Curlett, Jr., 2nd Vice President
Hon. Stephanie A. Gallagher , Secretary
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Bonnie S. Greenberg, National Delegate

Robert Baror, Younger Lawyers Representative
Gloria Wilson Shelton,  

Immediate Past President
Felicia C. Cannon, Clerk of Court

(Honorary/Non-Voting)
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Lee B. Rauch, Chair 
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Hon. George Hazel 

Robert B. Hetherington 
Steven J. Kelly 

Hon. Benson Legg 
Michael J. Leotta 

Michael B. MacWilliams 
James D. Mathias 
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David E. Ralph 
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Judges Connelly, Harris, Davis, Hazel, Chuang, Blake, Chasanow, and Coulson 
posing for a picture at the March 6, 2015, FBA luncheon.

Peter Killough and Nikki Gatewood enjoying the  
reception at the FBA Luncheon.

Chelsea Crawford, Shari Silver, and Shifali Baliga, 
all law clerks to Judge Andre M. Davis, attended the 
FBA Luncheon.
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Abraham Lincoln for the Defense:  
The Almanac Murder Case         by The Hon. Benson Everett Legg 

In 1837, Stuart, who was a relative of Mary Todd, invited Lincoln to join his law 

practice as a junior partner.  By all accounts, Lincoln was unpolished.  Stuart’s 

previous partner, Henry Drummer, described Lincoln as “an uncouth looking 

lad.”3 When Stuart dispatched Lincoln to represent one of his clients, an En-

glishman named John W. Baddeley, the disapproving Baddeley thought that 

the future president looked like “a country rustic on his visit to the circus” and 

found another lawyer.4  

Lincoln’s partnership with Stuart lasted until 1841.  While the dissolution was 

amicable, Lincoln privately complained that Stuart was spending all of his time 

on politics.   In 1841, Lincoln joined Steven Trigg Logan, a stern, prickly, de-

manding former judge with political influence and a large practice.  Logan, 

whose strengths lay in research and legal reasoning, chose Lincoln primarily 

because of the young lawyer’s precocious speaking abilities.  The partnership 

was advantageous for Lincoln, because it gave him an opportunity to study law 

under a good, albeit demanding teacher.  Logan cleaned up Lincoln’s slipshod 

office habits.  “His knowledge of the law was very small when I took him in,” 

Logan recalled, but “he would work hard and learn all there was in a case he 

had in hand…he got to be quite a formidable lawyer.” 5

Part 1:  Lincoln’s Legal Career  
“Profession, a lawyer.”
In 1848, at the beginning of his single term in the House of Representatives, 

Abraham Lincoln wrote the following in the brief biography that he supplied for 

the Dictionary of Congress:  “Profession, a lawyer.”   This terse description is 

apt.  For twenty-three years, Lincoln supported himself and his family through 

the active practice of law.  Lincoln’s legal career was relatively ordinary.  He 

pursued mostly ordinary cases that were important only to the people involved:  

a debt collected or staved off, an unhappy marriage ended, a business part-

nership dissolved, a slander suit pressed or defended, the occasional criminal 

trial.1  

Yet, this legal career was the chief schoolmaster that prepared Lincoln to meet 

the great challenge of the Civil War.  Through the sedulous study of statutes 

and pleadings, Lincoln refined his powerful, but untutored mind.   By reading 

Blackstone’s Commentaries on the Law of England and U.S. common law cases, 

Lincoln studied the evolution of Anglo-American society from feudalism to a 

modern representative democracy.  Through the suits he brought and defend-

ed, Lincoln learned lessons about human nature and the means by which peo-

ple form communities, share resources, make money, and govern themselves.  

It is remarkable that Lincoln became a lawyer.  His formal education was negli-

gible, consisting of a year or two in a proverbial one-room schoolhouse.  Before 

Lincoln’s majority, his father hired him out as a laborer, which left little time for 

studies.  After reaching 21, Lincoln turned his hand to most of the occupa-

tions that the frontier had to offer:  carpenter, riverboat man, store clerk, 

soldier, postmaster, blacksmith, merchant, surveyor, and politician.   

In 1834, after he was first elected to the Illinois state legislature, Lincoln 

began preparing for his new legislative career by making regular trips from 

New Salem to Springfield to borrow law books from John Todd Stuart, a 

Whig political ally and prominent attorney.   At that time, there was no bar 

examination, and Lincoln became a licensed attorney on September 9, 1836 

after an unknown attorney certified that Lincoln was a person of “good moral 

character.” 2 

1  Books that concentrate on Lincoln’s legal career include:  Albert A. Woldman, Lawyer 
Lincoln (1936), Brian Dirck, Lincoln the Lawyer (2007), and John J. Duff, A. Lincoln, Prairie 
Lawyer (1960).   

2  There is disagreement whether Lincoln joined the Illinois bar in 1836 or 1837.  Compare 
Brian Dirck, Lincoln the Lawyer, 22-23 with Albert A. Woldman, Lawyer Lincoln, 23.

3 Brian Dirck, Lincoln the Lawyer, 24

4 Ibid., 27.  

5 Brian Dirck, Lincoln the Lawyer, 28.
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man with a soul like the jurymen had,’” while Lincoln’s client was a “’soulless 

corporation.’” When his turn to close came, Lincoln countered that “our client 

is but a conventional name for thousands of widows and orphans whose hus-

bands’ and parents’ hard earnings are represented by this defendant….” 9

Although Lincoln was acknowledged as a careful pleader and a clear writer, it 

was before a jury that he shone.10   Even Douglas, his great adversary, opined 

that Lincoln had no equal before a jury.11  Lincoln refined his natural speaking 

and storytelling ability by trying hundreds of cases while “riding circuit.”  There 

was not enough legal business in Springfield to supply a living.  Most Spring-

field attorneys were obliged to travel with the circuit judge when he made, twice 

a year, a three-month pilgrimage from one county seat to another over the vast 

Eighth Circuit, which encompassed 11,000 square miles.  Visiting the fourteen 

county seats entailed a journey of some 500 miles.  

The judge and the more affluent attorneys travelled in buggies, but Lincoln, in 

the early days, rode a nag, “Old Tom,” carrying a change of clothes, necessary 

legal papers, and perhaps a book or two in his capacious saddlebags.   Lat-

er, when Lincoln could afford it, Lincoln travelled in a nondescript buckboard 

pulled by another nag, “Old Buck.”   The legal caravan travelled at 4 miles per 

hour because the roads, often little more than muddy trails, were atrocious.  

Many streams had no bridges, and the judge sometimes asked Lincoln, who 

had the longest legs, to explore the ford.12

Accommodations were primitive.  At night, the men stopped wherever they 

could find lodgings, sometimes sleeping 20 men in the same room, two or 

three to a bed.  Circuit Judge David Davis (whom Lincoln later placed on the 

Supreme Court) recited a litany of complaints in the letters that he wrote to his 

wife.  He described mud in the winter, dust in the summer, taverns overrun with 

mosquitoes, fleas and bedbugs, filthy dining rooms, and food “hardly fit for the 

stomach of a horse.” 13 

For all of its hardships, the Circuit was a great way to gain experience and 

learn how to think on one’s feet.  A lawyer would learn more law and gain more 

In 1844, Logan wanted to form a partnership with his son, David.   With seven 

years of legal experience and an ever-growing reputation, Lincoln had out-

grown junior partner status.  Lincoln and Logan parted friends, and Lincoln 

soon formed a partnership with a young, hard-drinking abolitionist named Wil-

liam “Billy” Herndon.  The firm of Lincoln and Herndon lasted from 1844 until 

Lincoln was elected President in 1860.6 Lincoln was clearly the senior partner, 

and two men referred to each other as “Mr. Lincoln” and “Billy.”

Lincoln’s law practice can be divided into two periods, before and after his 

single term in Congress (1848-50).  Lincoln, who had opposed the popular war 

with Mexico, was unable to secure the Whig party’s nomination for a second 

term. He returned to Springfield disheartened with politics and ready to devote 

himself to his legal practice.  “From 1849 to 1854,” Lincoln recalled, “I prac-

ticed law more assiduously than ever before.” 7    

Lincoln’s career was ready to blossom.  He was an experienced attorney with a 

large reputation.  By 1850, he had been involved as counsel of record, media-

tor, administrator, and even presiding judge in over 2,000 cases.  The economy 

of the Midwest was changing.  Although Illinois remained primarily agricultural, 

the industrial revolution was stirring.  When Lincoln was returning home in 

1850, the first Illinois railroad was snaking its way out of Chicago.  Within ten 

years, most of the major trunk lines had been laid down.  The ever-branch-

ing rail lines led to widespread speculation in a host of internal development  

projects.  Because the legal rights of the railroads and other new corporations 

had yet to be defined, “a flood of new litigation swamped the courts.” 8  

Lincoln, surging to the forefront of his profession, became legal counsel for 

the Illinois Central Railroad, the Ohio & Mississippi, the Rock Island Line, the 

Alton & St. Louis, and others.  In addition to railroads, Lincoln’s clients included 

municipal corporations, banks, gas companies, insurance companies, manu-

facturers, and other commercial concerns.  Although Lincoln, who continued 

to take cases with small fees and small consequence, was never a corporate 

lawyer in the modern sense, his time was increasingly taken up with suits relat-

ing to corporate interests.   By the end of the 1850s, Lincoln (with the possible 

exception of Stephen A. Douglas) had become the most prominent lawyer in 

the Midwest, as is attested by the fact that until recently he held the record for 

most appearances before the Illinois Supreme Court.

Contrary to efforts to mythologize Lincoln as a legal Robin Hood, he had no 

qualms about appearing on behalf of corporations.  In one case, Lincoln’s ad-

versary emphasized in closing argument that his client was a “’flesh and blood 

6  Herndon, an early Lincoln biographer, considered that his partnership with Lincoln was dis-
solved only by Lincoln’s death in 1965.  

7 Dirck, Lincoln the Lawyer, pp. 1-3.

8 Albert A. Woldman, Lawyer Lincoln, 70-171; David Herbert Donald, Lincoln, 154-155. 

9 Albert A. Woldman, Lawyer Lincoln, 172.   

10  Lincoln’s masterful closing argument in one trial caused an Illinois journalist to place him “’at 
the head of his profession in this state.’”  David Herbert Donald, Lincoln, 151 (1995).  

11 John J. Duff, A. Lincoln, Prairie Lawyer, 170.  

12 David Herbert Donald, Lincoln, 105.

13  For life on the 8th Judicial Circuit, see e.g., Brian Dirck, Lincoln the Lawyer, 45-53, David 
Herbert Donald, Lincoln, 104-106; Doris Kearns Goodwin, Team of Rivals, 149-156 (2005), and 
David Plowden (editor), Lincoln and His America, 88-98 (1970). 
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experience in one year riding the circuit than he would in ten spent at the of-

fice.  Arriving in a county seat on a Saturday or a Sunday, the itinerant lawyers 

were soon approached by those desirous of retaining their services.  On the 

following Monday, a lawyer might be called upon to conduct the trial of a case 

that he knew little about.  

Most circuit-riding attorneys returned home periodically to visit their families.  

Lincoln, however, remained with the court, returning to Springfield infrequently.  

By all accounts, Lincoln, who was indifferent to physical hardship and bad 

food, enjoyed the hearty, masculine atmosphere.  No sooner had everyone 

assembled by the hearth after dinner than the call would come for Lincoln to 

tell stories.  According to Herndon, Lincoln, warming his backside by the fire, 

would keep his audience “in full laugh till near daylight.” 14 Lincoln also needed 

the money; he probably cleared $150 a week, beyond expenses, while on cir-

cuit.  Moreover, staying in small towns and hamlets on weekends gave Lincoln 

a political advantage; lawyers and clients from the circuit were his strongest 

supporters.  There may have been a more melancholy reason for Lincoln’s long 

absences from home.  Billy Herndon and Judge Davis, both of whom fervently 

disliked Mary Lincoln, contended that Lincoln welcomed the opportunity to 

absent himself from his turbulent home life in Springfield. 

A Visit From Hannah Armstrong
In the fall of 1857, Abraham Lincoln was a formidable trial attorney in pos-

session of fully matured powers when he received a visit from a farm woman 

wearing a simple dress and a sun bonnet.  The woman was Hannah Armstrong, 

“Aunt Hannah” to Lincoln.  In Lincoln’s impoverished early days in New Salem, 

Hannah and her husband, Jack, had befriended Lincoln, taking him in, mending 

his clothes, feeding him, and giving him a place to stay. 15

Hannah needed Lincoln’s help because her son, William (nicknamed, Duff) was 

under indictment for the murder of James Metzker during  an alcohol fueled 

brawl late at night on Saturday, August 29, 1857.  An eyewitness claimed that 

Armstrong and a man named James Norris had savagely beaten Metzker, strik-

ing him with two serious blows to the head, one from the front and the other 

from the rear.   In the indictment, which is dated November 5, 1857, the Mason 

County Grand Jury alleged that “James H. Norris and William Armstrong…not 

having the fear of God before their eyes but being moved and seduced by the 

instigation of the Devil... did strike, beat and bruise…James Preston Metzker…

[who] of the said mortal bruise died.” 16

As Hannah sat in Lincoln’s law office, her son’s plight was dire.  Duff’s code-

fendant Norris had already stood trial and been convicted of manslaughter, 

receiving a sentence of eight years in the penitentiary.  The principal witness 

against Norris, Charles Allen, was prepared to testify that he clearly saw Duff 

strike Metzker with a “slungshot,” a frontier blackjack created by stitching a 

metal weight inside one end of a leather thong.  Although the fight occurred at 

11 o’clock at night, Allen claimed that he clearly saw the affray because the 

moon was shining brightly directly overhead.  Lincoln, who charged Hannah no 

fee for perhaps the most famous defense in American legal history, put aside 

his other work to concentrate on Duff’s defense.   Part 2 of this Article will dis-

cuss Lincoln’s legal maneuverings on behalf of Duff Armstrong.  

[Part II of this essay will appear in the Fall 2015 issue]

14 Ibid.  

15  It was Jack Armstrong, the leader of the Clary Grove Boys, whom Lincoln bested in the cele-
brated wrestling match outside Offutt’s store in New Salem.   

16  J.N. Gridley, Lincoln’s Defense of Duff Armstrong (Illinois State Historical Society, April 1910).  

Let Freedom Ring:  
An Opportunity for Dialogue and Inspiration
On February 12, 2015, the Maryland Chapter of the Federal Bar Associ-

ation sponsored a dynamic play entitled Let Freedom Ring, with a panel 

discussion to follow. The play was written and directed by Administrative 

Law Judge Paul Handy. The event was held at the Baltimore Federal 

Courthouse with free admission and a light reception. The all-star cast 

included notables such as Judge George Hazel, Judge George Russell, 

III, Judge Wanda Heard, Judge Alexander Wright, Jr., Judge Larnzell 

Martin, Jr., Judge Sheila Tillerson-Adams, Abbey Hairston, Esq., Judge 

Joyce Baylor Thompson, Judge Michael Reed, Judge Joseph Murphy, 

and Judge Marcella Holland. The event was moderated by Ted Williams 

of Fox News.

The play transported the audience back to one of the most consequential 

periods of our history, as Dr. King and Rosa Parks sparked a movement 

that would change Alabama, this nation and even the world. While we are 

often reminded that our society is far from perfect, this play reminded us 

of just how far we have come. Judge George Hazel, who portrayed Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., noted that he was particularly grateful to have his 

children present at the performance.  He commented, “they had many 

questions when we got home that night. It was the sort of dialogue that 

a play like this is designed to inspire and the sort of dialogue that is 

sorely needed as we continue to reflect on our past as a nation and walk 

together into the future.”



FEDERAL BAR ASSOCIATION - MARYLAND CHAPTER NEWSLETTER

5 SPRING 2015

May 28 — Fourth Circuit Appellate Advocacy Seminar —The event will be held at the U.S. District Court 

for the District of Maryland in Baltimore at 1:30pm with Judges Andre M. Davis, Diana Gribbon Motz and 

Pamela A. Harris, as well as the Clerk of Court Patricia Connor and former Solicitor General Paul D. Clem-

ent. The event will be free with a light reception to follow. Please rsvp to Kelly Cooper, Esq. at  kcooper@

oag.state.md.us 

* * * * *

June 2 — Maryland’s Legendary Criminal Cases — Judge Benson E. Legg will moderate a panel of well-

known and experienced federal criminal practitioners who will be telling war stories of the great criminal 

cases in Maryland over the past 30 or more years. The event will be held at the Maryland Club (One Eager 

Street, Baltimore) from 5:30-8:00PM. The cost is free and will include cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. Atten-

dance will be limited to 100 people. The event will be co-sponsored with the Criminal Law Section of the 

FBA. 

* * * * *

June 5 — End of Year Luncheon with Mary Jo White, SEC Chair and former US Attorney for the South-

ern District of New York — The event will be held from 11:15 AM-2:00 PM at the Grand Historic Venue (225 

North Charles Street, Baltimore). Please rsvp by May 20 by sending a check payable to “FBA” to Debbie 

Jobson at Semmes, Bowen & Semmes 25 South Charles Street, Ste 1400 Baltimore, MD 21201. Please 

include with your check your choice of Seared Salmon Miso, Pan-seared Chicken, or Vegetarian Entrée.

* * * * *

June 11 — Judicial Law Clerks’ Admission Ceremony — FBA will be sponsoring the reception following 

the ceremony, which will also be a portrait presentation of Judge William D. Quarles, Jr. The event will be 

held in the Ceremonial Courtroom of the U.S. District Court for the District of Maryland in Baltimore. 

UPCOMING EVENTS


