SAMPLE BYLAWS LANGUAGE – FBA LAW SCHOOL STUDENT CHAPTER
Below is suggested language to incorporate into documents as you organize and develop your FBA Law School Student Chapter. 

Bylaws must be consistent with the Association’s Constitution and Bylaws, FBA Policy No. 9-8: Law School Student Chapters, and with any rules or regulations set forth by the accredited law school and under the supervision of the designated faculty advisor. 
ARTICLE I. Name
Section l. The name of this organization shall be the Federal Bar Association (FBA) Law School Student Chapter of the [insert school name], located in [insert city, state]. The Chapter will remain respectful in its actions and programs to the goals, purposes, and values of [INSERT SCHOOL NAME], will work cooperatively with its designated faculty advisor, and will abide by all University rules, regulations, and policies as well the Association’s Constitution, Bylaws, and policies.
ARTICLE II. Mission and Purpose
Section l. Mission. The Law School Student Chapter shall strive to advance the mission of the Association, as set forth in Article III, Section 1 of the FBA Constitution, to “strengthen the federal legal system and administration of justice by serving the interests and the needs of the Federal practitioner, both public and private, the federal judiciary and the public they serve.”
Section 2. Purpose. The activities of the Law School Student Chapter shall primarily serve to encourage learning about federal law, courts, and legal practice, to advance the FBA Law Student Division’s purposes, to promote and to serve the interests of the Division members, and to support growth in the Division’s membership. The Law School Student Chapter shall also serve to advance the General Objectives of the Association, as set forth in Article III, Section 3 of the FBA Constitution, including but not limited to:
(a) Enhancing the professional growth and development of members of the Federal legal profession and promote high standards of professional competence and ethical conduct, including through the provision of quality education programs.
(b) 	Supporting the members of the Association including through promoting professional and social interaction, notifying and educating members as to developments in their respective fields of interest, encouraging member involvement in activities of the Association, and providing opportunities for members to assume leadership roles in the Association.
ARTICLE III. Membership
Section l. Membership. Law School Student Chapter members shall be Associates of the Association. To the extent that a Law School Student Chapter member’s Associate status is suspended for nonpayment of dues, that member’s Law School Student Chapter membership similarly shall be suspended.
Section 2. Additional Dues. The Law School Student Chapter may collect additional, Law School Student Chapter dues at its discretion consistent with the policies of the Law School and the supervising Professional Chapter.
[bookmark: _Hlk64731374]ARTICLE IV. Professional Chapter
Section l. Professional Chapter. The FBA National Headquarters shall assign a Professional Chapter (as established by Article X of the FBA Constitution) to support and supervise each Law School Student Chapter. This Chapter’s Professional Chapter shall be [insert name].
Section 2. Professional Chapter Role. The supervising Professional Chapter shall oversee the functioning and maintenance of the Law School Student Chapter(s) assigned to it and shall maintain policies and procedures that govern the relationship between the Professional Chapter and the Law School Student Chapter. These policies and procedures should provide guidance on matters involving programming, funding requests, dues requirements, transitioning Law Student Associates to Professional Members, and membership requirements. The Law School Student Chapter shall operate consistently with the policies and procedures set forth by the Professional Chapter. 
ARTICLE V. Officers
Section l. Elected Officers. The officers shall be elected from the membership of this Chapter and shall be as follows and in the order named:
1. President
2. Vice President
3. Secretary 
4. Treasurer (or Secretary/Treasurer)
5. Membership Chair*
6. Professional Chapter Liaison* [if applicable]

Each officer elected shall assume the duties of office immediately following elections and shall hold office until the subsequent election, or until a successor be duly elected. Each officer shall serve a term of no more than three consecutive years. *The offices of Membership Chair and Professional Chapter Liaison shall be appointed by the President. 
Section 2. Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall consist of the elected officers of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, the Membership Chair, and the Professional Chapter Liaison as well as the respective National FBA Law Student Division Board Member for their Circuit (ex-officio). The Executive Committee shall meet on the call of the President or any two of its members after providing two (2) days’ notice. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the Executive Committee members. The Executive Committee may perform such Chapter business, not requiring a vote of the membership, as shall be in the best interests of the Association and the Law School Student Chapter.
Section 3. Duties of Officers.
(a) President. The President shall be the chief executive officer of this Law School Student Chapter and shall perform such duties as may be required by the Law School and these bylaws and shall appoint standing or special committees as necessary and appropriate to conduct Chapter business. The President shall represent the Law School Student Chapter at all local and national events and meetings and shall make an effort to ensure that a representative be present when he/she is unavailable. 
(b) Vice President. The Vice President shall perform the duties of the President in the event of the absence or inability of the President to discharge the duties pertaining to that office and shall perform such duties as may be required by the President.
(c) Secretary. The Secretary shall furnish notice of election results to Chapter members and to the National FBA office; conduct the general correspondence of the Chapter and keep the officers and membership informed; give notice of all meetings as may be required by Article VI hereto; keep a record of the proceedings of the meetings of the Chapter; keep a roster of the membership; act as parliamentarian; and perform such other duties as properly pertain to this office. [Note: Some chapters combine this role with the Treasurer role.]
(d) Treasurer. The Treasurer shall collect and receive all monies due to the Law School Student Chapter; maintain Chapter deposits in such bank or banks as may be designated by it; make disbursements therefrom only as authorized by two officers of the Chapter or a majority vote of the active members present at any Chapter meeting; and keep the Secretary informed of the financial standing of the Chapter. The Treasurer shall keep an itemized record of all monies received and disbursed by or to whom paid and for what purpose, and shall submit to the Chapter membership, when requested and at the end of the fiscal year, a report in writing itemizing the receipts and disbursements for the year. The Treasurer shall keep all books, vouchers, and records available for audit and he shall perform such other duties as properly pertain to the office. [Note: Some chapters combine this role with the Secretary role.]
(e) 	Membership Chair. The Membership chair shall be charged with the duty of working with the President to formulate a membership plan for the academic year and executing said plan. An illustrative list of responsibilities includes but is not limited to: managing membership spreadsheets, recording attendance at general membership meetings, promoting membership, assisting with membership applications, distributing membership information, and managing membership information table at organization fairs and other events.
(f)  	Professional Chapter Liaison. The Professional Chapter Liaison shall serve as the liaison between the Law School Student Chapter and the assigned Professional Chapter. The Professional Chapter Liaison shall regularly follow up with the assigned Professional Chapter and report back to the membership any news or updates. The Liaison shall perform such other duties as properly pertain to this office.
Section 4. Nominations. 
(a) Nominations. The Nominations and Elections Committee shall be appointed by the President and shall be charged with the duty of calling for nominations and presenting a slate of candidates to the general chapter membership via mail or email. Additionally, nomination of candidates for the elective offices of this Law School Student Chapter may be made by any member under the guidelines and dates set out by the Nominations and Elections Committee.
(b) Eligibility. All active members of the Law School Student Chapter at the time of appointment, whose dues are paid for the current fiscal year and who otherwise are in academic good standing, and meet all other qualifications, as may be required, shall be eligible for any office in the Chapter.
Section 5. Elections. The election of officers for all elective offices shall be by secret ballot, electronic vote, or by voice vote if there is no objection. The officers elected shall commence their term of office immediately following the election and shall hold office until the following election. Elections shall be held at the first meeting of the fall semester and must be completed no later than December 1 of each year. 
 
The outgoing officers shall meet with the incoming officers within one week of elections or as soon as scheduling allows to brief incoming officers on policies and procedure. It is the outgoing officers’ duty to ensure a seamless transition between terms.
Section 6. Removal from Office.
(a) Removal from Office. An officer may be removed from office for delinquency in 
attendance, inefficiency, neglect of duty, lack of academic good standing, or for other causes only upon a three-fourths vote of members voting at a meeting called for such purpose by the Executive Committee. In addition, chapter officers are subject to removal from office by the supervising Professional Chapter and/or the FBA Board of Directors for good cause, including but not limited to: knowingly engaging in any conduct in violation of the Association’s Constitution, Bylaws, or Policies; theft, fraud, or violation of fiduciary duty; or engaging in conduct that the Professional Chapter or Board in its sole discretion deems to be contrary to the mission and values of the FBA.
(b) Removal for Lack of Academic Good Standing. Removal shall be automatic in the event
an officer is no longer in academic good standing or has violated a policy or rule of the Law School. It is the duty of the respective officer to inform his fellow officers that he must step down. The advisor of the Law School Student Chapter shall be charged with the duty of ensuring good standing of each candidate and standing officer. 

Section 7. Vacancies of Office. In case of death, resignation or removal of the President, the Vice President shall succeed to office. The position of Vice President shall then be filled by an election by the general membership as soon as an election can be organized pursuant to these Bylaws. In cases of the death, resignation or removal of any other officer, the vacancy will be filled by election by the general membership as soon as an election can be organized under these Bylaws.

ARTICLE VI. Meetings
Section 1. Regular Meetings. The regular meetings of the Chapter shall be held monthly, or as otherwise posted, unless otherwise ordered by the Chapter or by the Executive Committee. These meetings shall be general membership meetings open to all members who wish to participate in the meeting.
Section 2. Officers’ Meetings. Officers’ meetings may be called by the President or by any two (2) Executive Committee Members not enumerated in this section. All meetings must be called in such a way as to give at least two (2) days’ notice to all participating members. Officers’ meetings are closed and confidential and shall consist of only officers and executive committee members.

Section 3. Special Meetings. Special general membership meetings may be called by the President, two (2) members of the Executive Committee, or shall be called upon the written request of ten members of the Chapter. The purpose of the meeting shall be stated in the notice and three days’ notice shall be given except in cases of emergency. 
Section 4. Quorum. One third (1/3) of the active membership of the Chapter shall constitute a quorum for conducting official Chapter business. 
Section 5. Voting procedures. Voting procedures in all business matters shall follow Robert’s Rules of Order.
ARTICLE VII. Budget
Section 1. The Executive Committee shall create a budget prior to the start of the academic year or pursuant to the policies of the University and in compliance with policies set forth by the Professional Chapter.
Section 2. Officers shall defer to the policies of the university or the rules pertaining to use as required by the source of any potential funding.
ARTICLE VIII. Amendments
These bylaws may be amended by a simple majority vote of a quorum of the members of the Chapter, after obtaining approval from the supervising Professional Chapter. 

