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On September 17, the
Capitol Hill Chapter
held its annual meeting,
at which Supreme
Court Clerk William
Suter gave the keynote
address.

The meeting began
with President Matt
McGhie highlighting
some of the events and
activities sponsored by
the Chapter in the past
year. McGhie re-
counted the successful
monthly luncheons,
ethics seminar, Su-
preme Court luncheon
with Justice Breyer, as
well as the tours of the
Library of Congress,
Supreme Court, and
Capitol Dome. He
noted that 32 Chapter
members attended at
least two events and
that 14 members at-
tended more than half
of the Chapter’s events.

McGhie also an-
nounced that the Chap-
ter had received two
awards that would be
presented at the FBA’s
annual meeting in San
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Diego: a Chapter Ac-
tivity Award and a
meritorious award for
the Chapter’s newslet-
ter.

Finally, McGhie an-
nounced the results of
the Chapter’s election
for new leaders who
will serve under incom-
ing President Elizabeth
Pugh. Amy Bowser
was elected to serve as
President-Elect, Jeff
McDermott was elected
to serve as Treasurer,
and Lizanne Kelley
was elected to serve as
Treasurer. Newly
elected or re-elected
members of the Coun-
cil include Dan Strodel,
Ellen Sutherland Irby,

Joseph Haughey, Han-
nah Laufe, Kerry
Miller, Drew
Spaulding, William
Suter, Emmet Devine,
Kristy Carroll, Geoff
Cheshire, Mary Lever-
ing, and Epin Christen-
sen. For a full listing
of the Chapter’s leader-
ship, see page 9.

After he swore in these
Council members,
General Suter delivered
some remarks regard-
ing key decisions from
the previous term of the
Supreme Court. Suter
focused on three cases:
Hosanna-Tabor Evan-
gelical Lutheran

(cont’d on next page)
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Church & School v. EEOC, U.S. v. Jones, and
Sackett v. EPA.

The first case Suter spoke about dealt with a reli-
gious teacher who was fired from a parochial
school following a disability leave. The teacher
filed suit, but the Supreme Court ruled that the
First Amendment prevents the government from
interfering with the selection of religious leaders.

Suter then discussed U.S. v. Jones, in which the
FBI installed a GPS tracking device on a sus-
pected drug dealer’s vehicle without a valid war-
rant. The Court held that this constituted a
search under the Fourth Amendment. Finally,
Suter mentioned Sackett v. EPA, in which the
EPA imposed a compliance order under the
Clean Water Act on a couple building a home in
Idaho. The order carried a $37,000 per day fine
for non-compliance. The Court ruled that the
couple had an immediate right to judicial review
of the order prior to actual enforcement.

Suter noted that although the facts and disputes Elizabeth Pugh presents Matt McGhie with tokens of the Chapter’s
in each of these cases differed greatly, they were appreciation for his service as President

similar in that each was decided unanimously Photos by Richard Litsey

and each involved a deprivation of a constitu-
tional right. Suter noted that these cases suggest
that the Supreme Court often acts as a bulwark
against government intrusion into individual
rights. Similarly, Suter noted that in the health
care decision, five justices agreed that there is a
limit as to what Congress can legislate under the
Commerce Clause.

Suter then took several questions from the Chap-
ter and gave a brief preview of the Court’s next
term, which will likely focus on affirmative ac-
tion and voting rights cases.

After Suter’s remarks, President Elizabeth Pugh
presented outgoing President Matt McGhie with
several tokens of appreciation from the Chapter
and thanked him for all of his hard work to en-
suring another successful year for the Capitol
Hill Chapter.
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PRESIDENTS’
MESSAGES

Matthew McGhie

Elizabeth Pugh

From Outgoing President
Matt McGhie:

As my term as Chapter President
comes to a close, I’d like to acknowl-
edge the privilege it has been for me
to make a small contribution to the
continued success of the Capitol Hill
Chapter. Our Chapter’s receipt of the
Chapter Activity Presidential
Achievement Award and the Meritori-
ous Newsletter Award at the recent
FBA Awards Banquet was the result
of the combined efforts of many dedi-
cated Chapter members. I anticipate
the newly-elected Council will con-
tinue this tradition.

The greatest benefit I have received
from my 11-year association with the
Federal Bar Association has been the
friendships that I have developed with
hundreds of legal professionals
throughout the country. One of the
first FBA members I met was General
William Suter, Clerk of the U.S. Su-
preme Court, who swore me in to my
state bars. I’ve grown to admire my
presidential successor, Elizabeth
Pugh, General Counsel of the Library
of Congress, for her kindness and pro-
fessionalism.

Another unique benefit for Capitol
Hill Chapter members is the opportu-
nity to regularly hear from some of
the most prominent Federal govern-
ment leaders, including Supreme
Court justices. Please pass along any
suggestions you may have for future
events to a member of the Chapter
Council. I encourage each Chapter
member to attend as many Chapter or
section events as possible to maxi-
mize the benefits of your FBA mem-
bership.

From Incoming President
Elizabeth Pugh:

I am delighted to begin my service as
the President of the Capitol Hill Chap-
ter of the Federal Bar Association. As
a brief introduction, I am currently the
General Counsel to the Library of Con-
gress and have served on the leadership
council of the Capitol Hill Chapter
since 2006. Before I came to the Li-
brary, I served as general counsel for
the National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration, as well as worked as an
attorney for the Departments of Justice,
Education, and Housing and Urban De-
velopment. Like many of you, my fed-
eral service career has offered me a
number of interesting and rewarding
experiences, including the opportunity
to serve as President of the Chapter.

I would like to thank my predecessor,
Matt McGhie, for an incredible year of
luncheons with notable speakers,
unique events, and an ever-increasing
membership. I would also like to ex-
press my gratitude to the Chapter’s
leadership council for helping to plan
these wonderful events, but most of all,
I would like to thank all of you for at-
tending the luncheons and events and
for making our Chapter an active and
vibrant group, despite its small size.
As we are always looking to grow and
improve, please contact me if you have
any ideas for speakers or events for the
upcoming year.

As my term begins, I hope to continue
this tradition and begin another exciting
and successful year!
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VETERANS HISTORY

PROJECT DIRECTOR SPEAKS TO CHAPTER

On August 29, Robert Patrick, Di-
rector of the Veterans History Pro-
ject (VHP) at the Library of Con-
gress spoke to the Capitol Hill
Chapter about the Project and its
mission. VHP was created as part
of the Library’s American Folklife
Center by the Veterans’ Oral His-
tory Project Act of 2000. The Act
directed the Library to collect re-
cordings of personal histories and
testimonials of U.S. veterans who
served during wartime and to create
a collection of these recordings
available for public use, as well as
to collect original written materials
(such as letters, diaries, and photo-
graphs) relevant to the personal his-

tories of veterans.

Mr. Patrick, who is himself a vet-
eran and a retired Army colonel,
discussed how VHP has undertaken
this enormous mission. The Project
solicits volunteers throughout the
U.S. to interview veterans and col-
lect their stories on behalf of the
Library. VHP published a field kit
that gives the volunteers guidelines
and tips for conducting and pre-
serving interviews. For example,
the field kit recommends that the
interviewee ask the veteran about

his biography, early days of ser-

vice, wartime experience,
homecoming, and reflections,
such as how his wartime service
affected his or her life. Many
diverse groups have taken up
the call to help collect oral his-
tories, including veterans
groups, court reporters, boy and
girl scout troops, and bar asso-
ciations. With such an outpour-
ing of assistance, VHP is close
to meeting its goal of collecting
the stories of 100,000 veterans.

After the oral histories are col-
lected, VHP preserves them and
has begun the process of digitiz-
ing the collection. Researchers
can search the collection on the

online database, which includes

links to those collections that
are available online. Currently,
only five percent of the VHP
collections can be viewed in

their entirety online.

Mr. Patrick also spoke about the
many ways in which the collec-
tions have been put to use, in-
cluding in Ken Burns’ 2007
mini-series about World War 11,
The War. He also talked about
the VHP’s efforts to collect the

stories of under-represented groups,
such as female veterans and veter-
ans of the Vietnam and Korean

wars.

Chapter President Matt McGhie
thanked Patrick for the interesting
discussion and encouraged chapter
members to consider volunteering
to collect oral histories for the Pro-
ject.

VHP Director Robert Patrick
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CHAPTER RECEIVES TWO FBA AWARDS

At the annual FBA meeting in San Diego, the Capitol Hill Chapter was honored
with two awards. The Chapter’s luncheons and events were recognized with a
Presidential Achievement Award. In addition, Capitol Assets was recognized with
a Meritorious Newsletter Recognition Award.

Above: Matt McGhie accepted the Chapter’s Presidential Achievement Award. Below: Elizabeth Pugh
accepted the Chapter’s Meritorious Newsletter Recognition Award.
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SPOTLIGHT ON
CHAPTER AGENCIES

Established in 1861, the Government
Printing Office’s mission can be
traced to the requirement in Article I
of the Constitution that Congress keep
a journal of its proceedings and from
time to time publish the same. GPO’s
in-plant production and printing pro-
curement operations produce the offi-
cial publications of Congress, the
White House, and federal agen-

cies. GPO’s information dissemina-
tion programs provide public access
to the official publications and infor-
mation of the government in both
digital and printed formats through an
official website, a partnership with
Federal depository libraries nation-
wide, and both online and bookstore
sales. Total GPO employment today
is about 1,900.

Congressional printing and informa-
tion services are the primary function
of GPO’s inplant facility in Washing-
ton. In addition to the Congressional
Record containing the daily proceed-
ings of Congress, GPO produces bills,
hearings, reports, and other legislative
documents, in digital and print for-
mats, as required by the Senate and
House of Representatives and their
committees. GPO’s in-plant facility
also produces the daily Federal Regis-
ter and Code of Federal Regulations,
and the annual budget of the U.S., as
well as passports and other secure
federal credentials. GPO has an addi-
tional facility in Mississippi for pass-
port production.

GPO provides centralized operations
for the procurement of information
products for the entire government,
purchasing approximately $400 mil-
lion annually from private sector ven-
dors nationwide for federal agency
customers. About 75% of all the prod-
ucts ordered annually from GPO
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(other than passports and secure cre-
dentials) are procured from the private
sector, including Social Security cards,
census and tax forms, and Medicaid
and Medicare materials. GPO’s pro-
curement program provides great eco-
nomic opportunity for the private sec-
tor. The majority of the firms GPO
deals with are small businesses of 20
employees or less. The total number of
contractors registered to do business
with GPO is approximately 16,000.

GPO’s primary information dissemina-
tion program involves a partnership
with 1,200 federal depository libraries
nationwide, or about 3 per congres-
sional district. Today, the partnership
is predominately electronic, but tangi-
ble formats are distributed where
online equivalents are not available.
GPO’s Federal Digital System website
provides access to approximately
680,000 documents online, with more
than 13 million documents downloaded
every month. GPO also provides for
public sale of government publications
via its traditional and online book-
stores, and offers eBooks through a
partnership with Google eBooks.

GPO operates on a revolving fund
basis, like a business. Only 6% of
GPO’s funding comes from direct
appropriation to cover the cost of
congressional work and the deposi-
tory library program and supporting
distribution programs. All other
revenues to GPO are reimbursements
from agencies for work performed or
sales of publications to the public.

Given the varied agency mission re-
sponsibilities, and the mixed nature
of its funding, the Office of General
Counsel is called upon to advise
GPO on a wide range of issues. The
Office represents the agency before a
number of third-party tribunals, and
supports the Department of Justice in
cases in federal court. Additionally,
the Office has organizational over-
sight over the agency’s Office of La-
bor Relations. Because it is a small
office, nearly all its attorneys are
generalists, though in practice they
usually develop “clients” among
GPO managers and thus become
more informed about the legal as-
pects of particular operations.
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CHAPTER HOSTS ANNUAL ETHICS SEMINAR

On July 10, the Capitol Hill Chapter
hosted its annual ethics seminar in
GAO’s auditorium. The event fea-
tured Jack Marshall of ProEthics,
who has developed a number of
popular legal training courses focus-
ing on ethics. Marshall applied the
experience gleaned from his diverse
career in law, public policy, acade-
mia and theater, and applied it to the
field of legal ethics. A graduate of
Harvard College and Georgetown
University Law Center, he practiced
criminal law in Massachusetts and
organization law in Washington, as
well as served on the adjunct faculty
of the Washington College of Law at
American University, teaching legal
ethics. He is also an award-winning
theatrical director, and is the artistic
director for The American Century
Theater, a professional non-profit
theater company in Arlington dedi-
cated to producing classic
American plays.

The seminar was a custom-
designed course entitled The
Mind of the Virtuous Govern-
ment Lawyer: Compartments,
Compliance, Corners, and Con-
flicts, specifically tailored to the
issues that face government at-
torneys. For example, Marshall
discussed the Supreme Court’s
statement in Berger v. United
States that a government attor-
ney is the “representative not of
an ordinary party to a contro-
versy, but of a sovereignty whose
obligation to govern impartially.”
Marshall discussed a real-life exam-

Jack Marshall of ProEthics

President Matt McGhie welcomes
attendees to the ethics seminar

ple of a Manhattan prosecutor who came to
believe that two imprisoned defendants
were not actually guilty of the crimes for
which they were convicted. Nonetheless,
the prosecutor was ordered by his supervi-
sor to present the government’s case at a
court hearing regarding newly discovered
exculpatory evidence. The convictions
were overturned, and the prosecutor later
admitted that he threw the case, even going
so far as to talk strategy with defense attor-
neys. Although the New York state disci-
plinary committee found no basis for disci-
plinary action, the case drew much discus-
sion regarding the conflict between the
duty of loyalty and the duty of government
attorneys under Berger.

Marshall also discussed several cases in
which a government attorney publicly ad-
vocated for a position that differed from
the view that would best serve the interest
of his or her client. He centered the
discussion around a hypothetical
EEOC General Counsel who later
wrote a law review article sharply
criticizing an agency policy that she
helped to develop and implement.
Marshall noted that the caselaw is
clear that as long as client confi-
dences and zealous advocacy in a
pending matter are not compro-
mised, a lawyer is entitled to speak
publicly on issues which may be
contrary to the interest of a former
or current client. The ethics seminar
received a positive response from
attendees, who agreed that Mar-
shall’s entertaining and engaging
presentation made for a memorable experi-
ence that was quite different than the typi-
cal CLE course.
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DISTINGUISHED MEMBER PROFILE:JAMES RICHARDSON

This issue’s distinguished member profile is for-
mer national FBA President James S. Richardson.
In the 1960s, Jim played football at Frostburg
State College, located in beautiful Western Mary-
land. When the NFL didn’t offer him a contract,
he pursued a military career through the Marine
Corps Officers Candidate School. Jim was com-
missioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in late 1966 and by
September 1967 he was stationed in Vietnam.
The following year he began a 2-year assignment
in Hawaii, where he got his first taste of the legal
profession in the Marine Corps’ local base legal
office.

In August 1970, Captain Richardson took a leave
of absence to return to his native Maryland, where
he attended the University of Maryland Law
School. During law school, Jim spent his sum-
mers at Marine Corps Headquarters, under the
supervision of Brigadier General Clyde Mann,
Staff Judge Advocate to the Commandant of the
Marine Corps.

After law school graduation in 1973, James S.
Richardson, Esquire must have impressed the top
brass at JAG headquarters, as he was sent to
beautiful San Diego, where he worked for 4 2
years as a JAG Officer at the Marine Corps Re-
cruit Depot. By 1978, Jim was married with two
young children. After a few months in private
practice, Jim returned to the Department of the
Navy to work for the Board for Correction of Na-
val Records in the Office of the Secretary of the
Navy. During the next 2 '5 years, Jim advised the
Board on how to properly respond to claims from
military veterans who felt they were unfairly dis-
charged from the Service.

In 1982, Jim began serving on the central legal
staff at the Court of Military Appeals (now the
United States Court of Appeals for the Armed
Forces). This court has worldwide appellate juris-
diction over members of the armed forces on ac-
tive duty. He summed up his 26 years of dedi-
cated service on the court by simply stating, “It
was a great job!”

Jim Richardson and his wife Kathy enjoying
retirement in Rome

Jim Richardson began his affiliation with the Federal Bar
Association as a member of the Pentagon Chapter in 1985
and later served as President of that chapter for the 1993-
94 Term. He then served as a Circuit Vice President be-
ginning in 1995 and as a member of the National Execu-
tive Committee (section coordinator) for 3 years begin-
ning in 1997. He particularly enjoyed this position be-
cause it gave him a chance to meet so many great attor-
neys and attend so many excellent CLE events sponsored
by the various FBA sections. After serving for a year as
Chair of the Federal Career Service Division, Jim began
his climb up the national leadership ladder as Deputy Sec-
retary, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, and finally, as
the 80th national FBA President for the 2007-08 term.

Jim Richardson has paid forward the help he received
from distinguished leaders like General Mann by mentor-
ing countless FBA members and other young attorneys,
including one of his sons, who is in his final year at the
University of South Dakota School of Law. Jim is a good
example of the highly respected attorneys that have made
the Capitol Hill Chapter one of the premier FBA chapters.
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