
 

 

Upon assuming the presidency of the Federal Bar Association, Judge 

Gustavo Gelpí challenged each chapter to hold events to commemorate 

the 50th anniversary of the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.   

The landmark legislation, signed into law by President Lyndon B. 

Johnson on July 2, 1964, outlawed discrimination based on race, color, 

religion, sex, or national origin.  The Act helped usher in an end to dec-

ades of segregation in schools, workplaces, and public facilities and in 

the words of President Barack Obama, “it transformed the concepts of 

justice, equality, and democracy for generations to come.” 

 

The Capitol Hill Chapter met Judge Gelpí’s challenge by hosting two 

events to commemorate the anniversary.  In July, the Chapter hosted 

Lonnie Bunch, the founding director of the National Museum of Afri-

can American History and Culture (see article on page 2).  A major fo-

cus of the Museum will be civil rights, and it will feature such items as 

the dress that Rosa Parks was wearing when she refused to give up her 

seat and the casket used to display the body of Emmett Till.    

 

The Chapter also hosted a tour of the Lincoln Cottage (see article on 

page 5), where President Abraham Lincoln wrote the Emancipation 

Proclamation.  The Emancipation Proclamation was invoked by Presi-

dent John F. Kennedy when he called on Congress to pass the Civil 

Rights Act: “ One hundred years of delay have passed since President 

Lincoln freed the slaves, yet their heirs, their grandsons, are not fully 

free. They are not yet freed from the bonds of injustice. They are not 

yet freed from social and economic oppression. And this Nation, for all 

its hopes and all its boasts, will not be fully free until all its citizens are 

free.”     

 

The Chapter will continue its commemoration with a special tour this 

fall of the Library of Congress Exhibit: “The Civil Rights Act of 1964: 

A Long Struggle for Freedom.”  
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On July 15, the Capitol Hill Chapter hosted a lunch-

eon with Lonnie Bunch - historian, author, curator, 

educator, and the founding director of the Smithson-

ian National Museum of African American History 

and Culture (NMAAHC).  Mr. Bunch is regarded as 

one of the nation’s leading figures in the historical 

and museum community. Prior to his July 2005 ap-

pointment as director of NMAAHC, Bunch served 

as the president of the Chicago Historical Society, 

one of the nation’s oldest history museums.   

 

Bunch began his remarks by discussing why he be-

lieved the museum was important.  Having spent 

nearly thirty years in the museum field, he is con-

cerned that Americans are becoming woefully igno-

rant of our history.  He told the story of when he was 

getting his shoes shined in Dallas and the attendant 

recognized him.  Bunch tried to tip him, but the at-

tendant insisted that the money be put toward the 

museum, saying it may be the only way that his chil-

dren would understand what life was like for him.   

 

Bunch also said that it is often a struggle to get peo-

ple to remember what they need, not just what they 

want.  To reinforce this point, he described his visit 

to a slave cabin on a South Carolina plantation.  His 

tour guide refused to follow Bunch to an area of the 

yard, and Bunch asked him why.  "That's where the 

rattlesnakes were,” his guide said, pointing to the 

spot where Bunch was standing.  "Not knowing your 

past can hurt you." 

 

However, according to Bunch, many people have the 

opposite instinct.  He described a letter he received 

that was addressed “Dear Left Wing Historian.”  The 

letter writer argued that museums should make us 

feel good about ourselves, claiming that “America’s 

best attribute is its ability to forget.”  However, 

Bunch wants to make sure that we do not forget the 

often painful days of slavery and segregation.  But 

he also wants to strike a balance between what histo-

rians want and what the public would like to see.  

And so the museum contains a Louis Armstrong 

trumpet and a James Brown jumpsuit.    

CHAPTER LUNCHES WITH LONNIE BUNCH 

Bunch began the task of creating the NMAAHC nine 

years ago with a staff of two and no articles collected 

nor funds raised.  Today, the museum has over 35,000 

artifacts and millions of dollars donated.  Bunch is 

proud of the bipartisan support the museum has re-

ceived.  He described his largest challenges as finding 

collections (Smithsonian visitors expect to see 

“stuff”) and deciding what the building would look 

like (a design competition was held to select a de-

sign).             

 

Bunch hoped that the museum would help Americans 

understand the importance of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964.  He described his own experiences traveling as 

a child in the segregated South and said that the Act 

helped remind African Americans that this was their 

America too.  Chapter President Amy Bowser 

thanked Bunch for an engaging presentation and pre-

Lonnie Bunch Speaks to the Chapter 



 

 

year.  It is because of all of you that the Capitol 

Hill Chapter stands out amongst chapters of the 

FBA, and was again honored with the presi-

dential excellence award (an award for going 

above and beyond expectations) this year. 

 

I also want to give a very special thank you to 

the officers of the Capitol Hill Chapter.  Geoff 

Cheshire served as our Secretary this year, 

while also serving as the Chair of the Criminal 

Law Section of the FBA.  Geoff helped many 

chapters, including our own, to plan programs 

to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 

Criminal Justice Act.  He also spoke on many 

of these panels and spoke at both the National 

FBA conference in Rhode Island and the mid-

year meeting in Arlington.  And in his free 

time, he helped to plan the Capitol Hill Chap-

ter’s very impressive second annual Legislative 

Drafting and Law Reform Conference.   

 

Meg Williams served this year as our Chapter 

Treasurer, a demanding and thankless position.  

While the Chapter does not have a huge budg-

et, we have many revenue streams and many 

more expenses that need to be timely paid.  

Meg has done an amazing job at herding the 

cats and making sure the proverbial lights re-

mained on.   

 

And finally, Jeff McDermott, our president-

elect, who did all of the behind the scenes work 

to make each event run smoothly.  Jeff single- 

handedly crafted all of the articles for this 

year’s newsletters, for which we received a  

   (continued on next page) 
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This is such a bittersweet moment for me: my last 

message to you as your president.  Part of me is 

ready to take the giant sigh of relief that the year is 

over – no more stress that people will show up to 

events and that we will have enough food (and yet 

we always had too much).  But a larger part of me 

is sad to see the year end.  Being the president of 

the Capitol Hill Chapter has been the most reward-

ing experience of my professional career.  I have 

had the opportunity to interact with and introduce 

some of the most fascinating people with amazing 

careers.  And I have been able to work with so 

many creative, eager, hard-working people on the 

Council, in the Chapter, and at the National FBA 

level.   

 

A very sincere THANK YOU goes to everyone 

who made this year great.  Thank you for those who 

helped to plan events, to those who connected us 

with great speakers or great locations to host lunch-

eons, to those who sent messages with ideas or even 

notes of encouragement, and to all members who 

attended any of our many events throughout the 
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meritorious award at the National FBA conference.  

He also managed most of our Chapter communica-

tions, such as our Survey Monkey, PayPal, and 

email accounts.  It was because of Jeff’s help that 

all of the Chapter’s programs went off without a 

hitch.   

 

When I took over as president, I spent a lot of time 

thinking about what I could do to leave my mark.  I 

had huge shoes to fill with the past presidents 

before me.  There were presidents who came up 

with great ideas like members-only events, law 

school panels, and affordable ethics programs 

and presidents who shaped our membership 

plan and worked to amend our Constitution.  

After months of stressing about my “new idea,” 

I realized that you don’t try to fix something 

that isn’t broken.  So this year was about contin-

uing those great ideas of the past presidents.  

And this is how we did that: 

 

(1) We increased our Chapter’s membership by 

over 5%, mostly by making this year’s Supreme 

Court luncheon open initially to only Chapter mem-

bers and their guests; 

 

(2) We continued to have great luncheon speakers, 

including:  

 Leaders in the Legislative branch (Chief Kim 

Dine, U.S. Capitol Police; and Dr. Donald 

Richie, Senate Historian) 

 Government officials (Caroline Hunter, FEC 

Commissioner; Horst Greczmiel, Associate Di-

rector of NEPA oversight for the White House; 

and Lonnie Bunch, Smithsonian Direc-

tor)  

 Distinguished Judges (Supreme Court 

Justice Antonin Scalia; and Judge Gus-

tavo Gelpi)  

 Well-known authors (David A. Stewart - 

discussing his new book, The Lincoln 

Deception); 

 

(3) We had members-only events at the Na-

tional Press Club with a cooking demon-

stration and lunch with Executive Chef Su-

san Delbert, and had a private tour of Presi-

dent Lincoln’s Cottage  

 

(4) We organized and spoke on panels at 4 

law schools and at the 2014 Summer Law 

Clerk Program educating students on legal 

jobs on Capitol Hill; 

 

(5) We cosponsored conferences on legisla-

tive drafting/law reform and the Criminal 

Justice Act at 50; and   

 

(6) We held our annual ethics conference 

with ProEthics instructor Jack Marshall.  

 

We had a busy year with a variety of pro-

gramming that I hope made your FBA 

membership worthwhile.  And as I now pre-

pare to pass the baton onto our new very 

capable officers, I will always look back 

onto this year with pride.  Thank you for 

giving me the opportunity to serve as your 

president.  
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On July 10, the Chapter hosted a members-only tour of the Lincoln Cottage, where Lincoln escaped many of 

the hot Washington summers during his presidency and where he wrote the Emancipation Proclamation.   

 

The Cottage had been originally built for banker George W. Riggs, but the federal government purchased the 

cottage and surrounding estate in 1851 to build a home for retired and disabled veterans. The Cottage served 

as the Lincoln family residence during the summers of 1862, 1863, and 1864.   

 

In 1974, the four buildings on the estate built before the Civil War, along with six surrounding acres of land, 

were designated a National Historic Landmark. In 2000, President Clinton designated the site a National Mon-

ument, and it remains the only official National Monument in Washington.  After a $15 million restoration by 

the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the Cottage opened its doors to the public for the first time in 

2008, but its existence is still not widely known, even to many Washingtonians.  

 

The grounds are also the home of the  U.S. Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home National Cemetery, the predecessor 

to Arlington National Cemetery.  In mid-1862, burials at the Cemetery dramatically increased, because the 

battles of the Civil War, produced massive casualties.   Lincoln had a daily reminder of the toll that the war 

was taking on the nation.  Lincoln first visited the estate three days after his inauguration and last rode out to 

the site the day before his assassination. While living at the cottage, Lincoln regularly commuted to the White 

House on horseback.  The cottage provided Lincoln with a sanctuary where he was able to formulate his 

thoughts on freedom that would become the Emancipation  Proclamation.   

       

CH A PTE R  V I S ITS  L I NC O LN  COT TA G E  

At left: Chapter members 

pose in  front of the  Lin-

coln Cottage 

 

Next page: Chapter 

members looking at the 

statute of Lincoln and 

Lincoln’s desk.   
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S P O T L I G H T  O N  C H A P T E R  A G E N C I E S :   

C O U R T  O F  F E D E R A L  C L A I M S  

One of the recent amendments to our 

Chapter’s constitution was the addi-

tion of new component agencies.  The 

next few spotlights will focus on these 

new components. 

 

The Court of Federal Claims is a fed-

eral court seated in Washington that 

hears monetary claims against the 

U.S. government.  It is a descendant 

of the Court of Claims, founded in 

1855 under the authority of Congress 

in Article I of the Constitution.  Its 

first meeting was in the Willard Hotel, 

but it later moved to the Capitol.  In 

1879, the Court moved to Freedman’s 

Bank, (now the Treasury Department 

Annex), adjacent to the southeast cor-

ner of Lafayette Park..  In 1967, it 

moved to its present home at Madison 

Place.     

 

In 1992, Congress gave the Court its 

current name.  The Court consists of 

sixteen judges nominated by the Presi-

dent and confirmed by the Senate for a 

term of fifteen years.  The Chief 

Judge,  Patricia E. Campbell-Smith, 

has served on the Court since 2013.     

 

The Court is known for its ability to  

handle large, complex, and technical 

litigation, and its docket includes tax 

refund suits, government contract dis-

putes and bid protests,  Fifth Amend-

ment takings cases, civilian and mili-

tary pay claims, and claims 

for patent and copyright infringe-

ment against the government.  The 

Court also hears various statutory 

claims against the U.S. by individu-

als, corporations, states and locali-

ties, Indian tribes and nations, and 

foreign nationals and governments.  

 

One of the more interesting types of 

cases heard by the Court are claims 

under the National Childhood Vac-

cine Injury Act, which created the 

Court’s Office of Special Masters to 

rule on petitions for compensation 

due to injuries attributed to speci-

fied vaccines. This jurisdiction has 

been enlarged in recent years to en-

compass claims stemming from a 

number of vaccines, including, for 

example, varicella, hepatitis B, and 

influenza.   

Unlike district and circuit 

courts, whose jurisdiction is 

bounded by geography, the 

Court has nationwide juris-

diction. To accommodate 

litigants, its judges may hold 

trials at local courthouses 

near where the disputes 

arose.   

 

During fiscal year 2013, the 

Court disposed of 590 com-

plaints and 1031 vaccine pe-

titions.  Its decisions may be 

appealed to the U.S. Court 

of Appeals for the Federal 

Circuit, which resides in the 

same building as the Court. 

The Court in 1879 and today.   
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This year marked the 50th anniversary of the 

Criminal Justice Act (CJA).  The Sixth Amend-

ment to the United States Constitution gives an 

accused the right to representation by counsel in 

serious criminal prosecutions.  Before the enact-

ment of the CJA, there was no authority to com-

pensate appointed counsel for their services or 

litigation expenses.  The CJA established a com-

prehensive system for appointing and compensat-

ing lawyers to represent those who were unable to 

afford counsel in federal criminal proceedings.   

 

The Capitol Hill Chapter, spearheaded by Secre-

tary Geoff Cheshire, along with the DC and Pen-

tagon Chapters and the Criminal Law, Federal 

Litigation, and Veterans and Military Law Sec-

tions of the FBA, cosponsored an event com-

memorating the CJA on June 12, 2014, at the 

U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.  

The program, titled The Right to Counsel in Fed-

eral Courts and Courts Martial: A Comparative 

Program, explored the development of the right to 

counsel in both military and civilian courts.   

 

The Honorable Royce Lamberth welcomed at-

tendees and the noted the importance of the CJA 

and right to counsel.  Geoff Cheshire and Colonel 

Fred Borch, Regimental Historian and Archivist 

for the U.S. Army JAG, provided a history of the 

right to counsel in federal criminal proceedings 

and for military courts martial.  Colonel Peter 

Cullen, Chief, U.S. Army Trial Defense Service, 

Captain Erin Stone, Chief of Staff for Defense 

Services in the Navy JAG, and Michael 

Nachmanoff, Federal Public Defender for the 

Eastern District of Virginia, all told of their expe-

riences over the years in providing defense ser-

vices in federal criminal (civilian and military) 

trials.   

 

Finally, Mr. Charles Swift, former Navy JAG at-

torney, talked about his experience advocating for 

a right to counsel in one of the most famous cases 

of present day – Hamdan v. Rumsfeld.  In this 

case, the Supreme Court ultimately ruled that the 

use of military commissions to try terrorist suspects was 

a violation of law.  Swift was assigned to represent Sal-

im Hamdan, former driver to Osama bin Laden and 

prisoner at Guantanamo Bay.  Swift somewhat defied 

his orders and instead challenged the use of military 

commissions in federal court.   

 

Interestingly, Colonel Fred Borch had also participated 

in the Hamdan case, on the side of the government.  

Lively, but professional, debate ensued during the panel 

about the case.  The panel then took questions from the 

attendees before everyone had a chance to network and 

enjoy a lovely reception in the courthouse atrium.   

Many thanks to Geoff Cheshire on working with the 

other chapters and sections to make this event possible. 

Charles Swift at the Supreme Court following 

arguments in Hamdan v. Rumsfeld.   
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On June 12, 2014, the Capitol Hill sponsored its 

sixth annual ethics symposium  for attorneys who 

practice in the federal government.  This year’s 

program again featured Jack Marshall of ProEth-

ics, Ltd and was entitled Ethics and the Federal 

Practice, 2014. 

 

Marshall discussed several ethical scenarios that a 

federal attorney might encounter.  For example, 

he used the real life example of the September 

2013 lawsuit filed by the New York City Corpo-

ration Counsel, which represents the City, to 

overturn a law passed by the City Council that 

curtailed the stop-and-frisk policy.  Marshall and 

the attendees first tried to determine who is the 

client of the Corporation Counsel.  The Model 

Rules of Professional Conduct are not terribly 

helpful.  The comment to Rule 1.13 notes: 

“Defining precisely the identity of the client and 

prescribing the resulting obligations of such law-

yers may be more difficult in the government 

context and is a matter beyond the scope of these 

Rules.  Although in some circumstances the client 

may be a specific agency, it may also be a branch 

of government, such as the executive branch, or 

the government as a whole.”   

 

There was a lively debate as to whether the client 

was the Mayor (who instituted the lawsuit), the City, or 

the public.  Marshall noted that there have been several 

similar disputes in the past few years, such as when the 

California Attorney General represented the Insurance 

Commissioner against another state agency that he also 

represented.  In 2012, the Virginia Attorney General 

sought information about the global warming research 

of a University of Virginia professor.  The university’s 

lawyers, who were also state employees, resisted the 

Attorney General’s demand, but the university ended up 

hiring outside counsel.   

 

Another “who is the client” dilemma discussed at the 

symposium was the dispute between the staff attorneys 

at the California Public Utilities Commission and its 

politically-appointed general counsel.  The staff attor-

neys disagreed with the General Counsel’s determina-

tion that a utility should not face a penalty for a pipeline 

explosion.  Both sides publicly aired their disagree-

ment, which included conflict of interest allegations, 

because the General Counsel formerly represented the 

utility in question.   

 

As in past years, the attendees thoroughly enjoyed the 

lively discussion, as well as Marshall’s engaging 

presentation and the “ripped from the headlines” cases.  

The symposium also qualified for Virginia state CLE 

credits, an added bonus for attendees barred in the state.   

Jack Marshall leads the 

2014 Ethics Symposium 
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On June 5 and 6, the Capitol Hill Chapter co-

sponsored the second annual International Con-

ference on Legislative Drafting and Law Reform 

at the World Bank in Washington.  The first an-

nual conference was conceptualized by former 

Chapter President Warren Burke, and developed 

by Chapter leaders Geoff Cheshire, Matt McGhie, 

and Amy Bowser.  This year, the conference was 

also sponsored by the Criminal Law, International 

Law, and EENR sections of the FBA, as well as 

the International Judicial Academy, International 

Journal of Legislative Drafting and Law Reform,  

the World Bank Legal Vice Presidency, and the 

Global Forum on Law, Justice, and Development.    

 

This year’s conference again featured a wide 

spectrum of distinguished speakers.  The event 

opened with a plenary address by Professor Wil-

liam Eskridge of Yale Law School, who dis-

cussed the implications of the textualist turn in  

statutory interpretation.  It was followed by a pan-

el on teaching legal drafting that featured Chapter 

member and Boston University professor Sean 

Kealy.   

 

Other panel discussions featured the evolution of 

legislative drafting in the United Kingdom, the 

European Union, the United Nations, and the 

Middle East and North Africa.  The conference’s first 

day also included an address from former D.C. mayor 

Anthony Williams on Political Leadership and Econom-

ic Revitalization.  Williams noted that legislation can 

play an important role in revitalization of a city, but the 

efforts of individuals and institutions, such as universi-

ties, businesses, and foundations, have an even greater 

importance.  The first day of the conference ended with 

a lovely reception in the World Bank Atrium.   

 

The second day began with an address by Professor  

Wim Voermans of Leiden University  in the Nether-

lands, who spoke on the functions that legislation per-

forms in western democracies based on the rule of law 

and what kind of criteria this sets for legislative drafting.  

He also contrasted the different legislative drafting crite-

ria and demands in civil law and common law. 

 

One of the highlights of the day was a panel on the his-

tory, process, and challenges of lawmaking in a com-

monwealth.  FBA President and U.S. District Judge 

Gustavo Gelpí spoke on the panel, as well as a member 

of the Puerto Rico Senate and a former Secretary of 

State for Puerto Rico.   

 

The attendees praised the quality of the speakers and the 

diverse range of topics of the panels and plenary ses-

sions.       



 

 

 

Library of Congress 

LIZANNE KELLEY 

lkelley@crs.loc.gov  

 

EMMET DEVINE 

edev@loc.gov 

 

Supreme Court/CoFC/DC Circuit 

CYNTHIA RAPP 

cjrapp@supremecourt.gov 

 

MELISSA AUBIN 

maubin@supremecourt.gov  

 

 

GPO/CBO/USCP/AoC 

MELISSA PACHIKARA  

mpachikara@gpo.gov  

 

KERRY MILLER 

kmiller@gpo.gov  

 

 

National Judicial Offices 

STEPHANIE HEMMERT 

shemmert@fjc.gov  

 

VACANT 

 
 

At-Large 

EPIN CHRISTENSEN 

echristensen@oig.si.edu  

 

MARY LEVERING 

marylevering66@gmail.com  
 

 

Membership Chair 

VACANT 

 

Young Lawyers Representative 

KELLY LUX 

kelly.m.lux@gmail.com  

 

Officers:  

 

JEFF MCDERMOTT 

President 

mcdermottjd@state.gov 

 

GEOFF CHESHIRE 

President-Elect  

gtc@cheshirelaw.com  

 

MEG WILLIAMS  

Treasurer 

mwil@loc.gov 

 

BRYNN ROVITO 

Secretary 

rovitob@gao.gov  

 

Immediate Past President 

AMY R. BOWSER  

bowsera@gao.gov 

 

Council Members: 

 

House of Representatives 

KIMBERLY URBANCHUK 

kimberly.urbanchuk@mail.house.gov  

 

EMILY TUCK 

Emily.Tuck@mail.house.gov 

 

Senate 

TERENCE LILEY 

terence_liley@saa.senate.gov  

 

VACANT 

 

Government Accountability Office 

ASHLEY ALLEY 

alleya@gao.gov 

 

HANNAH LAUFE 

laufeh@gao.gov 

Law Student Representative 

VACANT 

 

Program Committee Chair 

VACANT 

 

Social Committee Chair 

VACANT 

 

Professional Development Chair 

MARYANN GRODIN 

Maryann.Grodin@nrc.gov 

 

Communications Committee Chair 

VACANT  

 

Former Presidents 

ELIZABETH PUGH (2012-13)  

epug@loc.gov 

 

MATTHEW McGHIE (2011-12) 

matt_mcghie@slc.senate.gov 

 

J. ANTHONY OGDEN (2010-11) 

tony.ogden@frb.gov   

 

TERRY J. HALSTEAD (2009-10) 

thalstead@crs.loc.gov  

 

PAUL VAMVAS (2008-09) 

pvamvas@fjc.gov  

 

ADAM BRAMWELL (2007-08) 

Adam_Bramwell@sec.senate.gov 
 

SUSAN SAWTELLE (2006-07) 

SawtelleS@gao.gov 

 

WARREN BURKE (2005-06) 

Warren.Burke@mail.house.gov  

 

CRAIG WINSLOW (1995-97) 

winslowc@gao.gov  

O F F I C E R S  A N D  C O U N C I L  M E M B E R S  

mailto:mwil@loc.gov
mailto:cjrapp@supremecourt.gov
mailto:marylevering66@gmail.com
mailto:mcdermottj@gao.gov
mailto:mwil@loc.gov
mailto:bowsera@gao.gov
mailto:kimberly.moore@mail.house.gov
mailto:terence_liley@saa.senate.gov
mailto:winslowc@gao.gov
mailto:Matt_mcghie@slc.senate.gov
mailto:Adam_Bramwell@sec.senate.gov
mailto:SawtelleS@gao.gov
mailto:Warren.Burke@mail.house.gov


August 2014 • THE FEDERAL LAWYER • 93

HomeBusiness
Address			   Apt. #

City	 State	 Zip	 Country

(   )	  /  /

Phone	 Date of Birth	

 	  

E-mail

Firm/Company/Agency	 Number of Attorneys

Address	 Suite/Floor

City	 State	 Zip	 Country

(   )	

Phone 	 E-mail

First Name	 M.I.	 Last Name	 Suffix (e.g. Jr.)	  Title (e.g. Attorney At Law, Partner, Assistant U.S. Attorney)

m Male m Female	 Have you been an FBA member in the past? m yes m no	 Which do you prefer as your primary address? m business m home	

connect
through the Federal Bar Association

The Federal Bar Association offers an unmatched array of opportunities and services to �enhance your connections to the judiciary, the legal 
profession, and your peers within the legal community. �Our mission is to strengthen the federal legal system and administration of justice 
by serving the interests �and the needs of the federal practitioner, both public and private, the federal judiciary, and the public they serve.

Advocacy
The opportunity to make a change 
and improve the federal legal system 
through grassroots work in over 80 
FBA chapters and a strong national 
advocacy.

Networking
Connect with a network of federal 
practitioners extending across all 50 
states, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands.

Leadership
Governance positions within the as-
sociation help shape the FBA’s future 
and make an impact on the growth of 
the federal legal community.

Learning
Explore best practices and new ideas 
at the many Continuing Legal Educa-
tion programs offered throughout the 
year—at both the national and chap-
ter levels.

expand your connections, advance your career
Three ways to apply today:  Join online at www.fedbar.org;  Fax application to (571) 481-9090; or  Mail application to FBA, 1220 
North Fillmore St., Suite 444, Arlington, VA 22201. For more information, contact the FBA membership department at (571) 481-
9100 or membership@fedbar.org. 

Federal Bar Association Application for Membership (continues on reverse)

Court of Record: _ ________________________________________

State/District: _ ______________	 Original Admission:	 /	 / U
.S

.

Applicant Information

Bar Admission and Law School Information (required)

Court of Record: _ ________________________________________

State: ______________________	 Original Admission:	 /	 / Tr
ib

al

Court/Tribunal of Record: _ ________________________________

Country: _ __________________	 Original Admission:	 /	 / Fo
re

ig
n

Law School: _____________________________________________

State/District: _ ______________	 Expected Graduation:	 /	 / 

St
ud

en
ts

Practice Information
Practice Type

Private Sector:	 m Private Practice	 m Corporate/In-House

Public Sector:	 m Government	 m Association Counsel	
		  m Nonprofit	 m University/College 
		  m Military 	 m Judiciary

m Administrative
m Admiralty/Maritime
m ADR/Arbitration
m Banking
m Bankruptcy
m Civil Rights
m Communications
m Criminal
m Environment/Energy
m Federal Litigation
m Financial Institutions
m General Counsel
m Government Contracts

m Health
m Immigration
m Indian
m Intellectual Property
m International
m Labor/Employment
m Military
m Securities
m Social Security
m State/Local Government
m Taxation
m Transportation
m Veterans

Primary Practice Areas

m Other:
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Chapter Affiliation 
Your FBA membership entitles you to a chapter membership. Local chapter 
dues are indicated next to the chapter name (if applicable). If no chapter is 
selected, you will be assigned a chapter based on geographic location. *No 
chapter currently located in this state or location.

Alabama
m Birmingham
m Mobile
m Montgomery
m North Alabama
Alaska
m Alaska
Arizona
m Phoenix
m William D. 
	 Browning/
	 Tucson–$10
Arkansas*
m At Large
California
m Inland Empire
m Los Angeles
m Northern
	 District of 

California
m Orange County
m Sacramento
m San Diego
m San Joaquin 

Valley
Colorado
m Colorado
Connecticut
m District of 
	 Connecticut
Delaware
m Delaware
District of 
Columbia
m Capitol Hill
m D.C.
m Pentagon
Florida
m Broward 
	 County
m Jacksonville
m North Central 
	 Florida–$25
m Orlando
m Palm Beach 

County
m South Florida
m Southwest 

Florida
m Tallahassee
m Tampa Bay
Georgia
m Atlanta–$10

Hawaii
m Hawaii
Idaho
m Idaho
Illinois
m Chicago
m Hon. P. 
Michael Mahoney 
Western Division 
of the Northern 
District of Illinois
 Indiana
m Indianapolis
Iowa
m Iowa–$10
Kansas
m Kansas
Kentucky
m Kentucky
Louisiana
m Baton Rouge
m Lafayette/
	 Acadiana
m New Orleans
m North 
	 Louisiana
Maine
m Maine 
Maryland
m Maryland
Massachusetts
m Massachusetts 
	 –$10
Michigan
m Eastern District 

of Michigan
m Western 

District of 
Michigan

Minnesota
m Minnesota
Mississippi
m Mississippi
Missouri
m Missouri
Montana
m Montana
Nebraska*
m At Large
Nevada
m Nevada

New Hampshire
m New 
	 Hampshire
New Jersey
m New Jersey
New Mexico
m New Mexico
New York
m Eastern District 
	 of New York
m Southern 
	 District of 
	 New York
m Western 
	 District of 
	 New York
North Carolina
m Eastern 
	 District of 
	 North Carolina
m Middle 
	 District of 
	 North Carolina
m Western 
	 District of 
	 North Carolina
North Dakota
m North Dakota
Ohio
m John W. Peck/
	 Cincinnati/
	 Northern 
	 Kentucky
m Columbus
m Dayton
m Northern 
	 District of 
	 Ohio–$10
Oklahoma
m Oklahoma City
m Northern/
	 Eastern
	 Oklahoma
Oregon
m Oregon
Pennsylvania
m Eastern District 
	 of Pennsylvania
m Middle District 
	 of Pennsylvania

m Western District 
	 of Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
m Hon. Raymond 
	 L. Acosta/
	 Puerto Rico–$10
Rhode Island
m Rhode Island
South Carolina
m South Carolina
South Dakota*
m At Large
Tennessee
m Chattanooga
m Memphis 
	 Mid-South
m Nashville 
m Northeast
	 Tennessee
Texas
m Austin
m Dallas–$10
m El Paso
m Fort Worth
m San Antonio
m Southern 
	 District of 
	 Texas–$25
m Waco
Utah
m Utah
Vermont*
m At Large
Virgin Islands
m Virgin Islands 
Virginia
m Northern 
	 Virginia
m Richmond
m Roanoke
m Tidewater
Washington*
m At Large
West Virginia*
m At Large
Wisconsin*
m At Large
Wyoming
m Wyoming

Membership Levels
Sustaining Membership 
Members of the association distinguish themselves when becoming sustaining 
members of the FBA. Sixty dollars of the sustaining dues are used to support edu-
cational programs and publications of the FBA. Sustaining members receive a 5% 
discount on the registration fees for all national meetings and national CLE events.

Member Admitted to Practice 0-5 Years............................m $165	 m $145
Member Admitted to Practice 6-10 Years..........................m $230	 m $205
Member Admitted to Practice 11+ Years...........................m $275	 m $235
Retired (Fully Retired from the Practice of Law)...............m $165	 m $165 

Active Membership

Open to any person admitted to the practice of law before a federal court or a 
court of record in any of the several states, commonwealths, territories, or pos-
sessions of the United States or in the District of Columbia.

Member Admitted to Practice 0-5 Years............................m $105	 m $80
Member Admitted to Practice 6-10 Years..........................m $165	 m $140
Member Admitted to Practice 11+ Years...........................m $210	 m $170
Retired (Fully Retired from the Practice of Law)...............m $105	 m $105

Associate Membership

Foreign Associate Admitted to practice law outside the U.S......................... m $210
Law Student Associate Currently enrolled in an accredited law school...... m $35

TOTAL DUES TO BE CHARGED 
(membership, section/division, and chapter dues): $_________

m Check enclosed, payable to Federal Bar Association  
Credit: m American Express m MasterCard m Visa 

Name on card (please print)	

Card No.	 Exp. Date

Signature	 Date

connect

Payment Information and Authorization Statement

Membership Categories and Optional Section, Division, and Chapter Affiliations

Chapter Total: _ _______

By signing this application, I hereby apply for membership in the Federal Bar Association 
and agree to conform to its Constitution and Bylaws and to the rules and regulations 
prescribed by its Board of Directors. I declare that the information contained herein is 
true and complete. I understand that any false statements made on this application will 
lead to rejection of my application or the immediate termination of my membership. I 
also understand that by providing my fax number and e-mail address, I hereby consent 
to receive faxes and e-mail messages sent by or on behalf of the Federal Bar Association, 
the Foundation of the Federal Bar Association, and the Federal Bar Building Corporation.

Signature of Applicant	 Date  
(Signature must be included for membership to be activated) 

*Contributions and dues to the FBA may be deductible by members under provisions of 
the IRS Code, such as an ordinary and necessary business expense, except 4.5% which is 
used for congressional lobbying and is not deductible. Your FBA dues include $14 for a 
yearly subscription to the FBA’s professional magazine.

Private Sector Public Sector

Dues Total: _________

m	Admiralty Law............................ $25
m	Alternative Dispute Resolution... $15
m	Antitrust and Trade Regulation...$15
m	Banking Law............................... $20
m	Bankruptcy Law......................... $15
m	Civil Rights Law.......................... $10
m	Criminal Law.............................. $10
m	Environment, Energy, and 
	 Natural Resources....................... $15
m	Federal Litigation........................ $10
m	Government Contracts............... $20
m	Health Law.................................. $15
m	 Immigration Law........................ $10

m	 Indian Law................................. $15
m	 Intellectual Property Law............ $10
m	 International Law....................... $10
m	Labor and Employment Law...... $15
m	Securities Law Section.................. $0
m	Social Security............................. $10
m	State and Local Government 
	 Relations...................................... $15
m	Taxation...................................... $15
m	Transportation and 
	 Transportation Security Law...... $20
m	Veterans and Military Law......... $20

Practice Area Sections

m	Corporate & Association Counsel (in-house counsel and/or
	 corporate law practice)..................................................................................... $20.
m	Federal Career Service (past/present employee of federal government).....N/C.
m	 Judiciary (past/present member or staff of a judiciary)................................N/C
m	Senior Lawyers* (age 55 or over).................................................................... $10
m	Younger Lawyers* (age 36 or younger or admitted less than 3 years) .......N/C
*For eligibility, date of birth must be provided.

Career Divisions

Sections and Divisions Total: _________

Private Sector Public Sector

mcdermottjd
Typewritten Text

mcdermottjd
Pencil




